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ATTEMPT 

TO  FORM 

A  CLASSIFICATION  OF  TUMOURS 

ACCORDING  TO 

THEIR  ANATOMICAL  STRUCTURE. 


obfervatlons  which  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  in  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew’s  Hofpital,  on  the  various  tumours 
which  occur  in  the  human  body,  have  been 
fo  numerous,  that  I  have  almoft  felt  myfelf 
under  the  neceffity  of  forming  fome  claffifi- 
cation  of  thofe  difeafes.  This  claffification  I 
have  attempted  according  to  their  anatomical 
ftru£lure,  which  allows,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
a  correfponding  arrangement  of  thofe  praSical  , 
remarks  that  have  been  promifcuoufly  col- 
ledled.  I  have  long  felt  fo  fenfibly  the  ad¬ 
vantages  refultlng  from  an  orderly  arrange¬ 
ment  of  this  extenfive  fubje£t,  that  I  have 
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taught  it  for  fome  years  in  my  Ledures  In  the 
manner  exhibited  In  the  following  pages.  I 
am  far,  however,  from  being  fatisfied  with  the 
method  which  I  have  adopted,  but  it  Is  the 
heft  that  I  have  been  able  to  devife  ;  and,  at 
lead:,  it  has  this  utility,  that  it  admits  of  a 
number  of  important  cafes  being  arranged  in 
a  perfpicuous  manner,  and  prevents  that  ob- 
fcurlty  which  a  total  want  of  order  neceffarily 
creates. 

My  motives  for  laying  this  paper  before  the 
Public  are  ;  firft,  a  convidion,  that  an  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge  of  this  fubjed,  fuch  a  know¬ 
ledge  as  would  lead  to  an  attempt  at  claf- 
fification,  and  to  afeertaining  the  peculiarities 
which  charaderize  the  different  fpecies  of 
tumours,  can  only  be  obtained  by  thofe  who 
have  very  ample  opportunities  of  obfervation. 
But  it  is  probable  that,  when  the  fubjed  in 
general  has  been  furveyed,  and  its  parts  pointed 
out,  that  thofe  parts  maybe  diferiminated  and 
examined  with  accuracy  and  advantage,  by 
perfons  who  have  not  had  opportunities 
of  contemplating  the  whole.  2dly,  The 
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toinds  of  medical  men  having  of  late  been 
laudably  excited  to  Inveftigate  the  nature  of 
Cancer,  in  hopes  of  difcovering  fomething  fer- 
viceable  in  that  dreadful  difeafe.  It  becomes 
therefore  right  to  remark,  and  it  will  appeaj; 
from  the  following  account,  that  there  are 
many  local  tumours  and  ulcers,  as  intraflable 
in  their  nature,  and  deftru£i;ive  in  their  pro- 
grels  as  cancer,  which  are  liable  to  be  con¬ 
founded  with  that  difeafe,  but  which  ought 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  it,  before  any  pro- 
grefs  can  be  made  in  this  difficult  part  of 
medical  fcience.  The  fociety  for  the  invefti- 
gation  of  the  nature  of  cancer  have  enquired 
about  the  anatomical  ftrudure  of  that  difeafe, 
and  about  other  diforders  which  have  a  re- 
femblance  to  it.  In  the  prefent  paper  I  have 
attempted  to  reply  to  fuch  interrogations,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  enables  me.  It  appears 
to  me,  that,  in  order  fully  to  inveftigate  any 
fubjed:  with  advantage,  a  great  deal  of  colla¬ 
teral  knowledge  is  required,  which  ferves, 
like  light  ffiining  from  various  places,  to  illu¬ 
minate  the  object  of  our  refearches.  I 
am  not  without  hopes  that  this  paper  will 

B  2  tend 


A  CLASSIFICATION 


tend  to  point  out  the  required  diflindlons, 
and  furnifli  fuch  collateral  knowledge. 

In  engaging  In  a  new  undertaking,  I  am 
likely  to  expofe  my  own  deficiencies  of  in¬ 
formation  ;  and  by  adopting  a  new  and  per¬ 
haps  Injudicious  arrangement,  and  employing 
new  and  perhaps  unfit  terms,  I  may  lay  my- 
felf  open  to  crlticlfin  and  cenfure.  I  am  not 
unwilling,  however,  to  encounter  thefe  rifks, 
when  I  have  it  in  view  to  bring  a  difficult 
and  interefting  fubje£t  fairly  before  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  in  hopes  that,  by  exciting  the  attention 
and  engaging  the  labours  of  many  perfons, 
It  may,  at  length,  acquire  that  perfedlion  of 
which  it  is  fufceptible,  and  which  could  never 
be  brought  about  by  the  exertions  of  a  few 
individuals. 

The  fubjeft  of  tumours  occupies  a  con- 
fiderable  fpace  in  the  works  of  the  antient 
writers  on  medicine.  They  feem,  how^’ever, 
to  have  confidered  the  fubjeS:,  rather  with 
regard  to  its  name  than  its  nature ;  for  we 
find  a  great  variety  of  diffimilar  difeafes  col- 
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lefted,  I  cannot  fay  arranged,  under  the  fame 
general  title.  The  error  has  defcended  to  us, 
and  even  in  Dr.  Cullen’s  Nofology  we  find 
difeafes  of  arteries,  veins,  glands,  tendons, 
joints,  and  bones,  brought  together  under 
one  order,  and  defignated  by  the  fame  name 
of  tumour's.  Some  of^thefe  alio  are  merely 
enlargements  of  natural  parts ;  whilft  others 
are  entirely  new  produdions,  having  no 
exiftence  in  the  original  compofition  of  the 
body.  We  have,  I  believe,  fufficient  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  nature  of  thefe  difeafes  to  clafs 
them  more  fcientlfically ;  and  as  this  has 
not  yet,  as  far  as  I  know  been  done,  I  lliali 
endeavour  to  fupply  the  deficiency. 

In  the  definition  which  I  mean  to  give  of 
tumours,  1  lhall  trefpafs  as  much  againft  the 
ufual  import  of  the  word,  as  nofologifts  have 
hitherto  done  in  their  clafTifications  againft 

*  Plenck  publifhed,  176-,  a  work  intitJed  “  Syfteina 
Tumorani/^  wliich  i  have  not  leen,  but  I  conclude  that  it 
does  not  refemble  the  prefent  attempt  ;  fince  no  arrange¬ 
ment;,  like  that  which  I  have  niade^  is  to  be  met  with  in  the 
Jincyciopedie  Methodique. 
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the  nature  of  the  difeale.  For  I  fhall  refl:rl<3: 
the  furgical  fignlfication  of  the  word  Tu^- 
mour’'  to  fuch  fwellings  as  arife  from  fome 
new  produdion,  which  made  no  part  of  the 
original  compofition  of  the  body  ;  and  by 
this  means  I  fhall  exclude  all  fimple  enlarge¬ 
ments  of  bones,  joints,  glands,  &c.  Many 
enlargements  of  glands  are  however  included 
in  the  definition,  as  they  are  found  to  be 
owing  to  a  tumour  growing  in  them,  and 
either  condenfing  the  natural  ftrudure,  or 
caufing  the  abforption  of  the  original  gland. 
Sometimes  alfo  the  difeafe  of  the  gland  feems 
to  produce  an  entire  alteration  of  ftrudure 
in  the  part ;  the  natural  organization  being 
removed,  and  a  new-formed  difeafed  ftrudure 
fubftituted  In  its  ftead.  In  either  of  thefe 
cafes  the  difeale  of  the  gland  is  defigned  to  be 
included  in  the  definition;  and  the  pradical 
remarks  which  follow  will  equally  apply  to 
the  fame  kind  of  difeafed  ftrudure,  v^T’hether 
it  exifts  feparately  by  itfelf,  or  occupies  the 

fituation  of  an  original  gland.  The  ftrudure 

\ 

of  tumours, is  alfo  a  part  of  morbid  anatomy 
w  hich  deferves  to  be  examined  ;  fince  (as  it 


OF  TUMOURS. 


7 


did  not  come  within  the  fcope  of  the  under¬ 
taking)  it  has  not  been  fully  difcufled  by 
Dr.  Baillic  in  his  very  valuable  treatife  on  that 
fubjefl:.  Yet  as  he  has  given  reprefentations 
of  glandular  parts  enlarged  by  a  difeafed  ftruc- 
ture  of  an  entirely  new  formation  ;  fo  I  fhall 
have  the  advantage  of  referring  the  reader  to 
his  accurate  and  expreffive  reprefentations  of 
fome  of  thofe  appearances  which  It  is  my  pur- 
pofe  to  defcrlbe.  There  Is  an  obfervation  of 
this  judicious  and  accurate  writer  which  I  fhall 
take  the  liberty  of  inferting,  fmee  It  juftly 
appreciates  the  degree  of  utility  of  inveftiga- 
tions  like  the  prefent :  he  obferves,  “  that  the 
knowledge  of  morbid  ftrufture  does  not  lead 
with  certainty  to  the  knowledge  of  morbid 
aftlons,  although  the  one  is  the  effed:  of  the 
other ;  yet  furely  it  lays  the  moft  folld  foun¬ 
dation  for  profecuting  fuch  enquiries  with 
fuccefs.  In  proportion,  therefore,  as  we  (hall 
become  acquainted  wdth  the  changes  pro¬ 
duced  In  the  ftrudture  of  parts  from  difeafed 
adllons,  we  fhall  be  more  likely  to  make  fome 
progrefs  towards  a  knowledge  of  the  adtions 
themfelves,  although  it  muft  be  very  flowly.” 
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The  incipient  ftate  of  tumours  will  natuiv 
ally  firfl:  engage  our  attention  ;  and  thofe 
which  perhaps  form  the  beft  example  and 
illuftration  of  the  fubjedl:,  are  thofe  which 
hang  pendulous  into  cavities  from  the  mem¬ 
branous  furfaces  which  form  thek  boun¬ 
daries.  The  caufe  of  tumours  having  a  pen¬ 
dulous  attachment  attradied  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Hunter,  who  made  the  following  re¬ 
marks  on  the  formation  of  one  on  the  inner 
furface  of  the  peritoneum,  as  is  related  by 
Mr.  Home  In  the  Tranfadions  of  a  Society 
for  the  Improvement  of  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Knowledge,  Yol.  i.  p.  231.  The 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  being  opened  there 
appeared,  lying  upon  the  peritoneum,  a  fmall 
portion  of  red  blood  recently  coagulated  ;  this, 
upon  examination,  was  found  conneded  to 
the  furface  upon  which  it  had  been  depofited 
by  an  attachment  half  an  inch  long,  and  this 
neck  had  been  formed  before  the  coagulurn 
had  loft  its  red  colour.”  Now  had  veflels 
fhot  through  this  flender  neck,  and  organized 
the  clot  of  blood,  as  this  would  then  have 
become  a  living  part,  it  might  have,  grown 
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to  an  indefinite  magnitude,  and  Its  nature  and 
progrefs  would  probably  have  depended  on 
the  organization  which  it  had  aflumcd.  I 
have  in  my  pofleffion  a  tumour,  doubtlefe 
formed  In  the  manner  Mr.  Hunter  has  de- 
fcribed,  which  hung  pendulous  from  the 
front  of  the  peritoneum,  and  in  which  the 
organization  and  confequent  actions  have 
been  fo  far  completed,  that  the  body  of  the 
tumour  has  become  a  lump  of  fat,  whilft  the 
neck  is  merely  of  a  fibrous  and  vafcular 
texture.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that 
tumours  form  every  where  in  the  fame  man¬ 
lier.  The  cpagulable  part  of  the  blood  being 
either  accidentally  eff'ufed,  or  depofited  in 
confequence  of  difeafe,  becomes  afterwards 
an  organized  and  living  part,  by  the  growth 
of  the  adjacent  veffels  and  nerves  into  it. 
When  the  depofited  fubftance  has  Its  at¬ 
tachment  by  a  fingle  thread,  all  its  vafcular 
fupply  muft  proceed  through  that  part  ;  but 
in  other  cafes  the  veffels  fhoot  Into  it  irre¬ 
gularly  at  various  parts  of  its  furface.  Thus 
an  unorganized  concrete  becomes  a  living  tu- 

has  at  firft  no  perceptible  pe- 
'  culiarity 
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culiarity  as  to  Its  nature ;  though  It  deriTCS 
a  I'upply  of  nourifhmcnt  from  the  furround¬ 
ing  parts,  It  feems  to  live  and  grow  by  its 
own  independent  powers ;  and  the  future 
ftrudure  which  it  may  acquire,  feems  to  de* 
pend  on  the  operation  of  its  own  veffels. 
When  the  organization  of  a  gland  becomes 
changed  Into  that  unnatural  ftrudure  which 
is  obfervable  In  tumours,  It  maybe  thought  In 
fome  degree  to  contradid  thofe  obfervations : 
but  in  this  cafe  the  fubftance  of  the  gland  is 
the  matrix  In  which  the  tumour  Is  formed. 

The  ftrudure  of  a  tumour  Is  fometimes 
like  that  of  the  parts  near  which  it  grows. 
Thofe  which  are  pendulous  into  joints,  are 
of  a  cartilaginous  or  ofteous  fabric  ;  fatty 
tumours  frequently  form  In  the  midft  of 
adipofe  fubftance,  and  I  have  feen  fome  tu¬ 
mours  growing  from  the  palate,  and  having 
a  flender  attachment,  which  in  ftrudure  re- 
fembled  the  palate.  Sometimes,  however, 
they  do  not  refemble  in  ftrudure  the  parts 
from  which  they  grow.  The  Inftance  juft 

mentioned,  of  the  pendulous  portion  of  fat 
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growing  from  the  peritoneum,  will  ferve  as 
an  inftance  :  the  veflels  which  had  fhot  into 
it,  made  the  tumour  into  fat,  whilft  the 
neck  was  of  a  fibrous  and  vafcular  flrufture. 
I  have  feen  ofleous  tumours  unconnedied  with 
bone  or  periofteum ;  and  indeed,  in  general, 
the  ftrudlure  of  a  tumour  is  unlike  that  of 
the  part  in  which  it  is  produced.'  Therefore 
we  feem  w^arranted  in  concluding,  that  in 
many  cafes  the  nature  of  the  tumour  depends 
on  its  own  aSions  and  organization  ;  and  that, 
like  the  embryon,  it  merely  receives  nourifh- 
ment  from  the  furrouriding  parts. 

If,  then,  the  coagulable  part  of  the  blood 
be  from  any  caufe  effufed,  if  the  adjacent 
abforbents  do  not  remove  it,  and  the  fur^ 
rounding  veflels  grow  into  it,  the  origin  of 
a  tumour  may  be  thus  formed.  It  may  be 
right  to  refledl  a  little  on  the  caufes  which 
may  occaflon  a  depofition  and  confequent 
organization  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the 
blood  ;  as  fuch  refledions  throw  light  on  the 
nature  and  growth  of  tumours,  and  lead  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  principles,  which  are 

applicable 
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applicable  to  tumours  In  general.  The  de*  ^ 
pofition  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the  blood 
may  be  the  effed:  of  accident,  or  of  a  com¬ 
mon  inflammatory  procefs,  or  it  may  be  the 
confequence  of  fome  difeafed  adion  of  the 
furroimdlng  veffels  which  may  Influence 
the  organization  and  growth  of  the  tu-^ 
moun 

In  the  former  cafes,  the  parts  furrounding 
the  tumour  may  be  confidered  Amply  as  the 
fources  frgni^v^^^hich  it  derives  its  nutriment, 
whilfl;  it  g^vs  apparently  by  its  own  inhe-^ 
rent  powers,  and  its  organization  depends 
upon  adions  begun  and  exifling  in  itfelf. 

If  fuch  a  tumour  be  removed,  the  furround¬ 
ing  parts,  being  found,  foon  heal,  and  a  com¬ 
plete  cure  enfues.  But  if  a  tumour  be  rer 
moved,  whofe  exiftence  depended  on  the 
dileafe  of  the  furrounding  parts  which  are 
ftill  left,  and  this  difeafe  be  not  altered  by 
the  fllmulus  of  the  operation,  no  benefit  is 
obtained  :  thefe  parts  again  produce  a  difeafed 
fubilance,  which  has  generally  the  appearance 
of  fungus,  and,  in  confeqiience  of  being-  ir- 
-  6  ritated 
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rltated  by  the  injury  of  the  operation,  the 
difeafe  is  in  general  increafed  by  the  means 
v/hich  were  defigned  for  its  cure.  It  appears 
therefore  that  in  fome  cafes  of  tumours,  the 
newly  formed  part  alone  requires  removal, 
whilft  in  others  the  furrounding  fubftance 
muft  be  taken  away,  or  a  radical  cure  cannot 
be  effeded. 

There  is  yet  another  circumitance  deferving 
attention,  before  I  proceed  to  the  particular 
confideration  of  the  fubjedt ;  which  is,  that 
a  tumour  once  formed,  feems  to  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  caufe  of  its  own  continuance  and  in- 
creafe.  The  irritation  which  it  caufes  in  the 
contiguous  parts,  is  likely  to  keep  up  that 
increafed  adion  of  veflhls  which  is  neceffary 
toitslupply;  and  the  larger  it  becomes,  the 
more  does  it  ftimulate,  and  of  courfe  con¬ 
tribute  to  its  own  increafe. 

Suppofe  then  a  tumour  to  have  formed, 
and  increafed ;  it  wdll  continue  to  grow  and 
to  condenfethe  furrounding  cellular  fubftance, 
and  thus  acquire  for  itfelf  a  kind  of  capfule. 

Tumours 


14  A  classification 

Tumours  are  more  clofcly  or  loofely  cdfi^ 
nedted  to  the  furrounding  parts ;  which  cir^ 
cumftance  feems  to  depend  upon  the  de¬ 
gree  of  ftimulus  which  they  occafion,  and  the 
inflammation  which  they  thus  excite.  This 
irritation  perhaps  may  be  the  caufe  why  fome 
tumours  which  are  flow  in  their  firft  increafe 
grow  rapidly  after  they  have  acquired  a  cer¬ 
tain  fize. 

Thefe  preliminary  obfervations  will  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  when  the  different  kinds  of  tumours 
are  deferibed.  When  the  hiftory  of  different 
kinds  of  tumours  is  fpoken  of,  there  will  be 
frequent  necelflty  to  advert  to  the  effedls  of 
medical  treatment  upon  them,  it  therefore 
feems  right  to  preinife  a  few  words  upon 
that  fubjedt. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  doubted  but  that  when 
tumours  form  and  grow,  that  there  cxifts  an 
increafed  flate  of  adtion  in  the  adjacent  vef- 
fels,  and  the  firfl:  curative  intention  in  thefe 
difeafes,  will  therefore  be  to  reprefs  as  much, 
as  poffible  this  unufual  exertion  of  the  vef- 

fels 
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fels  which  gives  rife  to  the  formation  of  a 
tumour,  and,  by  its  continuance,  caufcs  Its 
increafe. 

I  know  of  no  local  meafures  to  dimlnifh 
an  increafed  or  inflammatory  action  of  any 
part  of  the  body  more  rational  in  theory,  or 
more  efficacious  in  practice  than  thofe  of 
taking  away  the  two  great  caufes  of  animal 
adtions,  the  blood  and  heat  of  the  difordered 
part.  The  former  is  generally  accompllihed  by 
means  of  leeches  applied  in  its  vicinity,  which 
fhould  be  repeated  as  circumftances  indicate, 
and  the  latter,  by  the  application  of  folded 
linen,  wetted  with  fedative  lotions,  by  which 
a  continual  evaporation  and  conftant  abftrac- 
tlon  of  heat  is  kept  up  from  the  furface  of 
the  fkln.  The  effed  of  this  laft  mode  of 
treatment  is  much  more  confiderable  than 
at  firfl:  fight  might  be  fuppofed.  It  ope¬ 
rates  on  parts  far  beneath  the  furface. 
As  heat  is  fo  tranfmiffible  a  fubftance,  fo  in 
proportion  as  the  temperature  of  the  Ikin 
is  dimlnifhed  by  evaporation.  It  derives  heat 
from  the  fubjagent  parts,  and  thus  are  their 
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morbid  adlons  leflened.  If  by  fuch  means 
the  growth  of  a  tumour  be  fufpended,  an¬ 
other  curative  indication  naturally  arifes 
which  is  to  promote  the  abforption  of  the 
new  formed  fubftance. 


% 

This  indication  is  generally  attempted  by 
means  of  a  ftimulating  nature,  fuch  as  fric¬ 
tions  with  mercurial  ointment,  preflure,  and 
electricity,  or  by  means  which  alfo  excite 
fome  counter-irritation,  as  rubefacient  plafters, 
folutions  of  falts,  blifters,  and  iflues.  Both 
reafon  and  experience  equally  demonftrate 
the  impropriety  of  ufing  the  ftimulating  plan 
till  the  difeafe  is  firft  tranquillized,  and  in  a 
degree  fubdued.  It  is  reafonable  to  expeCt 
that  ftimulating  meafures  will  increafe  the 
actions,  which  are  going  on  in  the  difeafed 
part ;  and  experience  proves  that  difeafes  are 
often  increafed  by  thofe  very  means  which, 
had  they  been  employed  at  a  proper  time, 
might  have  effeCted  their  cure.  The  fad 
may  be  elucidated  by  a  cafe  that  is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  generally  known  and  admitted,  if  a 
blifter  be  applied  for  the  cure  of  a  pleurify 

before 
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before  evacuations  are  made  ufe  of,  and  the 
activity  of  the  difeafe  thus  checked,  it  aggra¬ 
vates  the  difeafe  ;  if  afterwards,  it  fpeedily 
effeds  a  cure.  If  a  tumour  or  any  local 
difeafe  be  for  a  time  benefited  by  flimulating 
difeutients,  and  the  difeafed  adions  recur  in 
it  with  a  degree  of  adivity ;  it  is  better  to 
defift  from  this  latter  plan  of  treatment,  and 

^  t 

adopt  again  the  former  one,  till  the  difeafe  is 
by  fuch  means  rendered  inadive. 

I  am  fo  well  convinced  of  the  necefhty  of 
attending  to  the  time  and  circumftances  in 
which  thefe  remedies  are  applied,  in  order  to 
give  them  their  real  efficacy  in  the  cure  of 
local  difeafes,  that  I  have  been  Induced  to 
dwell  longer  on  this  fubjed  than  may  per¬ 
haps  to  fome  feem  neceffary. 

When  a  blifter  is  made  permanent,  or  a 
feton  or  iffue  is  made  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
difordered  part,  It  Is  in  fad  producing  a  new 
but  curable  difeafe,  in  order  to  detrad  from 
an  old  one,  over  which  v/e  have  lefs  controul. 
But  here  the  fame  obfervatloas  apply.  We 

C  fhould 
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ftiould  not  produce  a  new  difeafe  till  the 
adlive  ftate  of  the  original  one  Is  diminiflied, 
and  till  It  is,  as  it  were,  rendered  dormant ; 
for  otherwife  the  irritation  of  the  intended 
remedy  will  rather  tend  to  the  aggravation 
than  the  cure  of  the  diforder ;  it  will  alfo 
increafe  the  febrile  difturbance  of  the  confti- 
tuuon,  by  adding  to  the  caufes  of  irritation. 

Such  are  the  local  means  of  treating  tu¬ 
mours,  as  well  as  other  local  difeafes,  and  to 
thefe  I  lhall  have  occafion  to  refer.  I  can¬ 
not  fpeak  of  the  general  means  ufually  em«- 
ployed  to  operate  on  thefe  diforders  without 
entering  into  a  long  and,  I  think,  unneceffary 
difcuffion. 

In  attempting  a  claffification  of  tumours,  I 
fnall  fuppofe  that  they  may  be  made  to  con- 
ilitute  an  Order  in  the  clafs  of  local  difeafes 
in  nofology  ;  and  the  meaning  of  the  word 
may  be  reftricSted,  in  the  manner  fuggefted,  to 
fubftances  of  new  formation,  which  made  no 
part  in  the  original  ftrudure  of  the  body  ; 

the  order  may  then  be  divided  into  genera, 

2  and 
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and  the  firft  genus  may  be  denominated  from 
its  moft  obvious  character,  (that  of  having  a 
firm  and  flefhy  feel,)  Sarcoma,  or  Sarcomatous 
tumours. 

This  genus  contains  many  fpecles,  to  a 
defcription  of  which  I  next  proceed  ;  the  firft 
of  which  I  fhall  treat,  being  apparently  coin- 
pofed  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the  blood, 
rendered  very  generally  vafcular  by  the 
growth  of  veffels  through  it,  without  having 
any  noticeable  peculiarity  in  their  diftribution, 
may  therefore  be  called 

f 

Common  Vafcular^  or  organrzed  Sarcoma. 

The  names  by  which  I  have  diftinguifhed 
the  different  fpecies  of  farcoma  have  been 
objefted  to,  becaufe  they  are  derived  from 
internal  circumftances,  and  not  from  anv 
information,  Vv^hich  can  be  acquired  prior  to 
an  operation.  I  have  not,  however,  been 
able  to  devife  any  better  mode  of  denomi¬ 
nating  thefe  tumours ;  for  all  the  fpecies 
muft  agree  in  the  external  charadiers,  thofe 
of  an  increafe  of  bulk,  and  a  flefhy  feel.  If, 
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however,  an  arrangement  of  tumours  was  once 
made,  fo  that  the  hiftory  of  each  fpecies  could 
be  particularly  remarked,  we  might  perhaps 
be  able,  from  this  circumftance,  to  form  a 
probable  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  tumour 
and  of  the  mode  of  treatment  which  it  would 
require  ;  and,  by  adverting  to  the  ftrudture 
of  the  removed  tumour  after  an  operation, 
we  might  determine  whether  it  would  be 
right  to  remove  or  leave  the  contiguous  parts. 
It  is  defigned  then,  to  include  under  this  title 
all  thofe  tumours,  which  appear  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  the  gelatinous  part  of  the  blood, 
rendered  more  or  lefs  vafcular  by  the  growth 
of  veffels  through  it. 

The  veffels  which  pervade  this  fubflance 
are,  in  different  inffances,  either  larger  or 
fmaller,  more  or  lefs  numerous  :  they  are  dif- 
tributed  in  their  ufual  arborefcent  manne^, 
without  any  defcribable  peculiarity  of  ar¬ 
rangement.  This  kind  of  tumour  feems  to 
be  the  moft  fimple  in  its  nature ;  many,  per¬ 
haps  all,  of  the  varieties  of  tumours,  were  at 
firft  of  this  nature.  The  fatty  tumour  lately 
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mentioned  was  doubtlefs  at  firft  common  vaf- 
cular  fubftance  ;  but  the  vefl'els  fecreted  fat 
In  the  body  of  the  tumour,  whilll  the  neck 
underwent  no  fuch  change. 

It  Is  then  fuch  tumours  as  are  orranlzed 
throughout,  but  without  any  diftinguifhable 
peculiarity  of  ftrufture,  that  are  meant  to  be 
confidered  under  this  title.  This  llruclure  is 
met  with  not  only  in  diftindt  tumours,  but 
likewife  in  the  teftis,  mamma,  and  abforbent 
glands.  In  the  teftis  I  have  feen  the  veffels, 
very  numerous  and  fmall,  difperfed  through 
every  part  of  the  tumour.  In  the  mam¬ 
ma  they  feem  to  be  rather  large  than  nu¬ 
merous,  and  the  organization  appears  lefs 
complete. 

When  this  kind  of  tumour  has  attained  a 
confiderable  fize,  the  fuperficial  veins  appear 
remarkably  large  ;  on  which  account,  together 
with  their  curioully  meanderiug  courfe  be¬ 
neath  the  fkin,  they  cannot  fail  to  attract 
attention.  Perhaps  the  weight  of  the  tumour 
comprelTes  the  deeper  feated  veins,  and 

C  3  obliges 


22  A  CLASSIFICATION 

obliges  the  blood  to  return  in  larger  quan¬ 
tities  through  thofe  nearer  the  furface ;  or 
perhaps  thefe  veffels  undergo  a  kind  of 
fympathetic  enlargement ;  for  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  diftended  by  the  blood  which 
they  contain, 

Thefe  tumours  are  generally  dull  in  their 
fenfation;  enduring  even  a  rough  examinatiorv 
by  the  hand,  and  electrifying,  without  be¬ 
coming  painful.  I  fufpeCt  that  it  is  this  kind 
of  farcoma,  which  fometimes,  though  rarely, 
fuppurates ;  but  as,  when  that  event  takes 
place,  even  partially,  the  reft  of  the  fubftance 

is,  in  general,  fpeedily  removed  by  abforption, 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  afeertaining 
this  circumftance. 

Thefe  tumours  generally  grow  till  the  fkin 
is  fo  diftended  that  it  ulcerates,  and  expofes 
the  new- formed  fubftance  ;  which,  being  as 
it  were  obliged  to  inflame,  and  not  being  able 
to  fuftain  difeafe,  floughs  and  falls  out ; 
fometimes  portions  feem  to  be  detached,  and 
come  away  without  floughing.  In  this  man^ 
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ner  Is  the  difeafe  occafionally  got  rid  of;  but 
fuch  is  the  conftitutlonal  irritation  attending 
this  procefs,  and  the  difgulting  ^  foetor  and 
frightful  appearance  of  the  part,  that  the  fur- 
geon  generally  recommends,  and  the  patient 
fubmits  to  its  removal  at  this  jundure. 

As  Cafes  will  probably  convey  more  in¬ 
formation  in  lefs  words  than  defcription  or 
narrative,  and  as  they  identify  the  kind  of 
difeafe  which  is  meant  to  be  defcribed,  and 
inform,  as  it  were  by  example  ;  I  defign  to 
relate  one  or  more  cafes  of  each  kind  of 
tumour,  and  thus  curtail  as  much  as  I  can 
my  defcription  of  them. 

CASE. 

A  woman,  between  forty  and  fifty  years 
of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital,  on  account  of  a  confiderable  tu¬ 
mour  which  had  grown  on  the  infide  of  the 
knee,  and  had  fo  concealed  the  tibia,  that  it 
could  not  be  felt.  She  remembered  it  when 
of  the  fize  of  an  egg,  but  could  give  no  in- 
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formation  to  our  inquiries,  whether  In  that 
ftate  It  was  fixed  to  the  bone,  or  moveable 
upon  it.  It  meafured  two  feet  in  circum¬ 
ference,  and  had  been  gradually  increafing 
between  three  and  four  years.  The  vein$ 
w^ere  large,  and  formed  an  appearance  like 
network  on  the  furface. 

As  the  tumour  advanced  in  fize  it  had 
gradually  prevented  her  moving  about  till  it 
entirely  confined  her  to  her  bed.  In  this 
fituation  it  was  not  painful  till  within  half  a 
year  before  her  admiffion  into  the  hofpital ; 
when,  from  the  fenfe  of  diftenfion  of  the 
ficin,  and  the  inflammation  induced  in  that 
part,  file  became  reftlefs  and  feverifli,  and 
loft  her  flefli  confiderably.  At  length,  the 
the  fkin  ulcerated,  and  the  expofed  tumour 
inflamed  and  floughed  at  different  times,  fo 
as  to  leave  a  cavity  in  it  of  the  fize  of  a  pint- 
bafon.  From  the  fides  of  this  cavity  there 
was  poured  forth  a  moft  copious  and  fcetid 
difcharge  ;  fhe  had  frequently  loft  blood  from 
the  veffels  laid  open  by  ulceration  or  flough- 
ing  ;  and,  on  her  admifiion  into  the  hofpital 

fhc 
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flie  had  .a  confirmed  hedical  fever  through 
weaknefs  and  irritation. 

The  ftate  of  the  patient’s  health,  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  tumour,  the  uncertainty  of  its 
origin,  (for  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  arifen 
from  a  difeafed  bone)  made  amputation  ap¬ 
pear  the  only  means  of  preferving  life.  Upon 
an  examination  of  the  amputated  limb,  which 
was  previoufly  injeded,  this  tumour  was 
found  to  have  no  connedlon  with  the  bone 
or  joint  upon  which  it  lay.  The  lower 
part  of  the  tumour  was  covered  by  a  thin 
capfule,  made  apparently  of  condenfed  cel¬ 
lular  fubflance,  and  it  was  loofely  conneded 
to  the  parts  on  which  it  lay  ;  but  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  tumour  next  the  fivin  the  capfulc 
firmly  adhered  to  it  in  confequence  of  the 
inflammation  which  had  taken  place.  The 
fubftance  of  which  the  tumour  was  compofed 
appeared  to  have  been  originally  of  a  coagu- 
lable  nature,  and  the  veflTels  which  ramified 
throughout  it,  appeared  to  be  rather  large 
than  numerous  :  yet  this  appearance  might 
have  arifen  from  an  imperfed  injedion. 


This 
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This  fingle  cafe  is  fufficient  to  convey  all 
the  general  information  on  this  fubjed,  which 
I  have  obtained.  It  is  unnecelTary  to  add 
parallel  inftances,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  load 
the  account  with  minute  particulars,  left  they 
fhould  obfcure  the  principal  fads.  Probably 
from  the  want  of  knowledge  I  may  have 
included,  without  difcrimination,  many  va¬ 
rieties  in  this  fpecies  of  tumour  ;  and,  perhaps, 
further  obfervations  will  furnifli  more  fpecific 
diftindions  in  thefe  difeafes.  The  fubjed 
IS  but  begun  ;  and  the  difficulty  of  the  in- 
veftigation  will,  1  hope,  apologize  for  the 
fmall  advances  which  I  have  been  yet  able 
to  make. 


Adipofe  Sarcoma, 

This  is  a  very  common  fpecies  of  farco- 
matous  tumour,  and  is  formed  moft  com¬ 
monly  on  the  front,  or  back  part  of  the 
trunk  cf  the  body,  and  fometimes  in  the 
extremities. 

\ 

Although  it  is  generally  formed  in  the 
mid  ft  of  cellular  and  adipofe  fubftance,  there 

can 
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can  be  little  doubt  that  its  origin  is  like  that 
of  other  tumours ;  that,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
it  was  coagulable  lymph,  rendered  vafcular 
by  the  growth  of  veffels  into  it,  and  that  its 
future  ftrudure  was  the  confequence  of  their 
arrangement  and  aftions.  That  this  was  the 
cafe  in  the  pendulous  tumours  mentioned  in 
the  preliminary  obfervations  (page  9.)  feems 
to  be  certain. 

The  diftin£t  origin  of  fuch  tumours  is 
made  fufEciently  evident,  by  obferving,  that 
they  have  always  a  thin  capfule  of  common 
cellular  fubftance,  which  feparates  them  from 
the  contiguous  parts.  This  capfule  feems 
merely  to  be  the  effedl  of  that  condenfation 
of  the  furrounding  cellular  fubftance,  which 
the  preflure  of  the  tumour  occafions.  As  the 
growth  of  adipofe  tumours  is  regularly  and 
flowly  progreftive  ;  as  nothing  like  inflamma¬ 
tion  in  general  accompanies  their  increafe  ; 
their  capfules  afford  a  ftriking  inftance  of  an 
inveftment  acquired  fimply  by  a  flight  con¬ 
denfation  of  the  furrounding  cellular  ilruc- 
ture,  unaffe£led  by  inflammation.  The  cap- 
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fule,  which  is  very  thin,  adheres  but  flightly 
to  the  tumour ;  and  the  principal  connexion 
appears  to  be  by  veflels,  which  pafs  through  it 
to  enter  the  fubftance  of  the  tumour.  Thefe 
veflels  are  fo  fmall  and  the  connexion  fo 
flight,  that  no  diflcdtion  is  required  to  fepa- 
rate  it ;  for  when  the  tumour  is  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  the  hand  of  the  operator  can  be 
cafily  introduced  between  it  and  its  invcft- 
ment,  and  it  is  thus  readily  turned  out  of 
its  capfule. 

The  veflTels  of  adipofe  tumours  are  neither 
large  nor  numerous  ;  they  are  readily  torn 
when  the  feparation  alluded  to  is  attempted, 
and  they  fcarcely  bleed  after  It  has  been 
effeded.  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  when  the 
greater  part  of  a  large  tumour  has  been  de¬ 
tached,  and  no  veflel  of  confequence  has  been 
divided,  that  fome  principal  nutrient  artery 
will  afterwards  be  met  with,  and  this  fup- 
pofition  produces  an  unneceffary  hefitation 
on  the  part  of  the  operator.  There  is  in¬ 
deed  no  fpecics  of  tumour  that  can  be  re¬ 
moved  with  fo  much  celerity,  with  fuch  ap¬ 
parent 
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parent  dexterity,  or  with  fuch  complete  fe- 
curity  againft  future  confequences  as  thofe  of 
an  adipofe  nature.  In  fome  inftances,  how¬ 
ever,  when  inflammation  has  been  induced, 
the  capfules  even  of  thefe  tumours  arc 
thickened,  and  adhere  fo  as  not  to  be  fe- 
parable  without  difficulty  from  their  furface. 
To  certify  this  remark  I  may  mention  the 
cafe  of  a  man  who  had  an  adipofe  tumour 
growing  beneath  the  fkin  of  the  nates,  in 
which  the  prefTure  from  fitting  occafioned 
inflammation,  and  this  kind  of  tenacious  ad- 
hefion  of  the  capfule  to  its  furface.  This 
circumftance  made  the  feparatlon  of  the  fkin 
from  off*  its  furface  difficult,  when  the  extirpa¬ 
tion  of  the  tumour  was  undertaken ;  but, 
after  that  was  accomplifhed,  the  bafe  of  the 
tumour  was  lifted  up  and  removed  with  great 
facility,  and  almoft  without  the  ufe  of  the 
knife.  The  under  part  of  this  tumour  had 
not  a  regular  furface,  but  proje&ed  in  por¬ 
tions  fo  as  to  have  a  lobulated  appearance  ; 
a  circumflance  which  is  not  unfrequent,  and 
which  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  From  the 
occurrence  of  inflammation  likewife  thefe 
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tumours  fometimes  adhere  to  the  Conti¬ 
guous  parts  ;  of  which  circumftance  the  cafe 
which  1  am  about  to  relate  affords  a  curious 
example. 

I  have  known  feveral  fatty  tumours  grow¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time,  in  different  parts  of  the 
body  of  the  fame  perfon. 

I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  extirpation  of  a  very  large  tu¬ 
mour  of  this  kind  ;  as  the  cafe  is  particularly 
interefting,  and  fhews  that  the  circumftances 
ufually  met  with  are  unaltered  by  the  fize  of 
the  tumour. 


CASE. 

A  healthy  middle-aged  man  had  a  tumour" 
formed  apparently  beneath  the  fafcia  of  his 
thigh,  which  he  remembered  when  no  bigger 
than  an  egg.  It  had  increafed  by  a  regular 
and  flow  progrefs,  in  little  more  than  four 
years,  to  a  very  great  magnitude,  fuch  as 
may  be  eafily  fuppofed,  when  it  is  told,  that 
it  weighed,  after  removal,  between  fourteen 

and 
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and  fifteen  pounds.  It  had  been  attended 
with  no  pain  during  its  increafe,  and  was 
now  only  inconvenient  by  its  bulk. 

The  furgeons  who  firft  faw  this  patient 
would  not  undertake  any  operation,  feeling 
an  uncertainty  as  to  the  nature  and  con¬ 
nexions  of  the  tumour ;  though  they  all 
agreed  that,  when  the  fkin  gave  way,  there 
was  but  little  chance  of  the  poor  man’s  fur- 
viving  the  confequences  of  fuch  an  expofure# 
Confidering  from  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  that 
the  tumour  mufl:  have  been  removable  in  the 
firPc  inftance ;  believing,  from  its  freedom 
from  pain  and  irritation,  that  it  was  of  no 
malignant  nature,  and  that  an  operation  was 
only  alarming  from  its  magnitude ;  I  recom¬ 
mended  the  patient  to  fee  the  moft  eminent 
fureeons  in  London,  before  he  returned  in 
defpair  to  the  country,  from  whence  he  had 
come  for  relief  Mr,  Ciine  gave  him  more 
direX  hopes  of  fuccefs  than  he  received  elfe- 
where,  and  he  went  into  St.  Thomas’s  Hof- 
pital  to  fubmit  to  the  operation. 


When 
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When  Mr.  Cline  had  divided  the  fkln  and 
fafcia  of  ^the  thigh,  the  tumour  was  eafily 
turned  out ;  but  It  had  unfortunately  acquired 
a  ligamentous  adhefion  to  the  orbicular  liga¬ 
ment  of  the  hip,  which  could  not  be  fepa- 
rated  without,  in  fome  degree,  injuring  that 
part.  This  attachment  appeared  to  be  about 
half  an  Inch  in  breadth  and  about  one  fourth 
of  an  Inch  in  length.  The  caufe  and  nature 
of  this  firm  attachment  to  the  ligament  of 
the  hip,  feems  the  only  circumftance  peculiar 
to  this  cafe,  or  requiring  explanation.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  eafily  accounted  for,  by  fuppofing 
the  tumour  to  have  compreffed  and  irritated 
that  part,  and  thus  to  have  occafioned  an  adhe¬ 
fion,  at  firfi:  of  a  gelatinous  nature,  but  which 
afterwards  becoming  organized,  had  affumed 
the  ftrudure  of  the  parts,  from  whence  It  pro¬ 
ceeded.  In  like  manner  tumours  growing 
near,  and  compreffing  the  furface  of  bones, 
frequently  occafion  a  degree  of  e^^oftofis. 

No  haemorrhage  followed  the  removal  of 
the  tumour.  '  The  wound  at  firft  appeared 
dlfpofed  to  do  well,  but  the  patient  became 
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feverifli,  and  it  did  not  unite  by  adhefion. 
There  were  alfo  fome  fymptoms  indicating 
inflammation  about  the  hip-joint.  The  man, 
however,  furmounted  thefe  difficulties,  and, 
after  fome  months,  was  difcharged  from  the 
Hofpital. 

There  were  two  circumftances  in  the  ope-^ 
ration  attended  with  danger  ;  one,  the  fize  of 
the  wound,  which  could  hardly  be  expedled 
to  unite  by  adhefion,  on  account  of  the  irri¬ 
tation  which  from  its  extent  mufl  be  created  ; 
the  other,  this  unlucky  attachment  to  the 
ligament  of  the  joint.  It  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  a  difeafe,  fo  readily  removable  in  its  com¬ 
mencement,  fhould  have  been  fuffered  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  magnitude,  which  alone  was  a  fource 
of  danger. 

Pancreatic  Sarcoma. 

The  next  fpecies  of  farcomatous  tumour 
which  I  fhall  defcribe,  refembles  in  appear¬ 
ance  the  pancreas,  and,  on  that  account,  may 
be  named  (if  the  etymological  import  of  the 
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word  be  not  confidered  as  prohibitory)  Pan¬ 
creatic  Sarcoma. 

This  new-formed  fubilance  Is  made  up  of 
irregularly  fhaped  maffes ;  in  colour,  texture, 
and  fize  refembling  the  larger  maffes  which 
compofe  the  pancreas.  They  appear  alfo  to 
be  connedted  to  each  other,  like  the  portions 
of  that  gland,  by  a  fibrous  fubftance  of  a 
loofer  texture.  This  kind  of  farcoma,  though 
fometimes  formed  diftindly  in  the  cellular 
fubftance,  more  frequently  occurs  in  the  fe¬ 
male  breaft,  perhaps  originating  in  lymphatic 
glands  I  and,  as  cafes  of  this  kind  fufficiently 
illuftrate  its  nature  and  progrefs,  and  appear 
more  intereftlng  in  proportion  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  parts  concerned,  I  ftiall  feled 
fome  inftances  of  this  kind,  to  fhew  thofe 
circumftances  which  feem  moft  important 
in  the  hiftory  of  this  fpecies  of  farcoma. 

I  ilial!,  however,  fifft  relate  a  cafe  of  this 
dtfeafed  ftrodure  occurring  in  the  lymphatic 
glands  beneath  the  lower  jaw,  and  afterwards 
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rpeak  of.  its  progrefs  when  it  takes  place 
about  the  female  bread. 

A  man  came  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hof- 
pital  from  Oxfordfhire,  with  three  difeafed 
lymphatic  glands,  each  of  the  fize  of  a  very 
large  plumb.  They  were  fituated  beneath 
the  bafis  of  the  jaw,  upon  the  mylohyoldeus 
mufcle.  xliey  refifted  the  attempts  which 
had  been  made  to  difcufs  them  ;  and  had  not 
been  removed  from  an  apprehenfion  that  a 
dangerous  hemorrhage  would  take  place  in 
the  operation.  The  glands  had  gradually, 
though  very  flowly,  attained  their  prefent 
magnitude,  for  the  difeafe  was  of  fifteen 
years’  duration.  The  furrounding  parts  were 
not  alFedied.  Sir  Charles  Blicke  undertook 
and  accomplilhed  the  removal  of  the  dif¬ 
eafed  glands,  the  ftrudlure  of  which  w^as 
exadly  fuch  as  has  been  defcribed.  This 
cafe  is  related  in  the  firft  place,  as  it  fhews 
moft  clearly  the  ufual  charaderiftics  of 
this  fpccies  of  difeafed  ftru£ture  ;  which  are 
tliofe  of  flowly  increafing,  of  not  being 
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prone  to  inflammation,  or  tending  to  fup^ 
puration. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention, 
though  it  is  irrelevant  to  the  prefent  fubjedl, 
that,  in  the  operation,  the  external  maxillary 
artery  was  unavoidably  divided.  It  did  not, 
however,  bleed  immediately  after  the  opera¬ 
tion,  fo  that  this  cirumftance  was  not  per¬ 
ceived  ;  and  the  edges  of  the  wound  were 
brought  together  by  one  future,  and  accu¬ 
rately  and  firmly  clofed  by  fiicking-plafter. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  patient  felt  a  fenfe  of 
choking,  which  increafed  to  a  Rate  of  almoft 
adual  fuffocation.  Indeed  it  feems  probable 
that  this  might  really  have  happened  before 
any  one  could  have  got  to  his  afliftance,  had 
not  fome  of  the  plafters  fortunately  given  wa)^ 
and  afforded  fome  difcharge  to  the  blood : 
for  a  very  great  quantity  of  coagulated  blood 
bad  colleded  within  the  wound,  and  com- 
preffed  the  trachea  and  pharynx  to  a  greater 
degree  than  would  readily  be  believed  by 
thofe  who  had  not  witneffed  the  fad.  This 
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circumflance  is  mentioned  to  fhew  the  im¬ 
propriety  when  there  is  any  chance  of  hse- 
morrhage,  of  clofing  wounds  fo  flridly  by 
fticking-plafter,  as  to  allow  no  exit  to  any 
blood  that  may  be  effufed  ;  and  It  is  particu¬ 
larly  imfafe  in  circumftances  fnnllar  to  thofe 
of  the  foregoing  cafe.  If  the  hse morrhage  be 
but  fmall  in  quantity,  and  the  efcape  of  the 
blood  be  prevented,  it  feparates  the  fides  of 
the  wound  which  fhould  lie  in  clofe  contafl, 
and  thereby  prevents  their  immediate  union  ; 
and,  if  It  be  confiderable,  it  deferves  to  be 
remarked,  that,  fo  far  is  the  compreffiori 
which  the  confined  blood  muft  make  on  the 
arteries,  from  which  it  was  poured,  from 
flopping  the  bleeding,  that  it  feems  to  be  a 
ftirnulating  caufe,  exciting  an  hcTmorrhagIc 
a6lion  In  the  veffels.  This  remark  is  mani- 
fefted  by  the  prefent,  as  well  as  by  many 
Other  cafes  in  furgery. 

This  kind  of  farcoma  frequently  forms 
amidft  the  mammary  gland,  a  little  above, 
and  on  that  fide  of  the  nipple,  which  Is  next 
to  the  arm.  Its  appearance  would  lead  one 
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to  fuppofe,  that  It  was  a  lymphatic  gland, 
which  Is  ufually  found  In  that  fituatlon,  con¬ 
verted  Into  this  ftrudure ;  but  fometimes  It 
feems  like  a  diftinfl:  tumour.  It  is  the  [ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  capfule  which  Invefts  the 
tumour,  that  has  led  me  to  form  thefe 
opinions. 

Thefe  tumours  leiTen  In  bulk  If  judicloufly 
treated ;  but  if  they  cannot  be  entirely  dif- 
perfed,  they  increafe  gradually ;  and  when 
they  have  attained  fome  confiderable  fize, 
they  are  generally  removed,  from  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  confequences  which  they  might 
produce,  if  they  were  fuffered  to  remain.  If 
the  tumour  be  indolent,  and  if  it  increafes 
flowly,  the  parts  furrounding  It,  and  the 
glands  in  the  axilla  are  not  affected.  But 
fome  tumours  formed  by  this  kind  of  difeafed 
ftrudure,  which  do  not  unfrequently  occur 
in  the  breaft,  are,  contrary  to  the  ordinary 
properties  of  fuch  dlfeafes,  of  a  very  irritable 
nature,  occafioning  fevere  and  lancinating 
pain,  and  producing  an  inflammatory  date  of 
the  (kin  which  covers  them,  fo  that  It  be¬ 
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comes  adherent  to  their  furface.  They  a!fo 
Irritate  the  ablbrbents  leading  to  the  axilla, 
and  produce  enlargement  of  their  glands* 
From  thefe  circumftances  I  fufpeQ:  that  thefe 
tumours  may  be  frequently  confidered  as 
cancers,  Thefe  extremely  irritable  tumours 
do  not  generally  attain  any  confiderable  mag¬ 
nitude  ;  they  are* reduced  in  fize  by  the  treat¬ 
ment  which  has  been  mentioned,  but  increafe 
again,  when  it  has  been  defifted  from.  Some¬ 
times  a  tumour  of  this  nature,  which  was 
irritable  in  the  firfi:  inftance,  becomes  in¬ 
dolent  after  the  adivity  of  the  difeafe  has 
been  checked  by  proper  local  applications, 
but  In  other  cafes  the  irritability  of  the  difeafe 
recurs.  The  pain  is  lancinating,  and  fo  fevere 
as  to  make  the  patients  feverilGh,  grow  faint 
frequently,  and  lofe  their  mufcular  ftrength. 
When  the  axillary  glands  become  aftecfted, 
one  generally  fwells  at  firft,  and  is  extremely 
tender  and  painful  ;  but  afterwards  the  pain 
abates,  and  it  remains  indurated:  another 
then  becomes  affedted,  and  runs  through  the 
fame  courfe,  I  remember  an  inftance  where 
many  of  the  glands  attained  a  conlulerable 
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magnitude.  The  cafe  was  confidered  as 
cancerous,  and  the  tumour,  which  was  of  the 
ftruflure  that  has  been  defcrlbed,  and  alio 
fome  of  the  dlfeafed  glands  were  removed, 
but  feveral  were  left,  and  the  patient  did  well. 

CASE. 

A  young  woman,  who  lived  with  me  as 
a  fervant,  fuffered  for  more  than  two  years 
fevere  pain,  and  confiderable  conftitutional 
indifpofitlon,  from  a  tumour  of  this  kind, 
which  had  caufed  inflammation  and  en¬ 
largement  of  three  of  the  axillary  glands. 
Being  afliired  that  it  was  not  carcinomatous 
from  its  diminution  under  furgical  treatment, 
I  waited  in  hopes  that  fome  beneficial  change 
would  fpontaneoufly  take  place;  but  at  laft, 
by  her  requeft,  and,  with  the  coinciding 
opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Blicke,  I  removed  the 
original  tumour,  leaving  the  difeafed  glands 
in  the  axilla.  The  fource  of  irritation  being 
taken  away,  they  gradually  fubfided,  and 
the  patient  foon  grew  fat,  and  became 
and  remained  remarkably  healthy.  I  have 
known  many  fimilar  cafes.  As  I  have 
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preferved  no  notes,  and  do  not  perfectly 
recolle£l;  any  cafe,  of  a  tumour  of  this  ftruc- 
ture  occurring  in  a  diftinft  form,  unlefs  fome 
of  thofe  about  the  bread:  may  be  fo  con- 
fidered  ;  and  as  I  wifli  to  fhew  that  all  thefe 
difeafes  occur  diftindly  as  well  as  in  glands 
I  fliall,  as  an  inftance  of  a  pancreatic  ap¬ 
pearance  in  a  diftindl  tumour,  refer  the 
reader  to  the  curious  Cafe  publlfhed  In 
London  by  Dr.  Bouttatz  of  Mofcow,  of  a 
tumour  which  grew  beneath  the  conjundiva 
of  the  eye,  and  protruded  It  between  the 
eyelids.  The  tumour  was  feven  inches  long 
and  three  inches  and  a  half  in  circumference, 
and  weighed  two  pounds  and  a  half.  The 
ftrudure,  which  is  reprefented  In  a  plate, 
anfwers  corredly  to  that  which  I  have  de¬ 
nominated  pancreatic,  and  It  had  alfo  the 
ordinary  charaders  of  this  difeafed  ftrudure, 
which  are  thofe  of  flowly  and  regularly  In- 
creafing,  not  prone  to  Inflammation  nor 
tending  to  fuppuratlon.  The  tumour,  as 
might  be  naturally  fuppofed,  was  clofely 
conneded  with  the  tunica  conj undiva  againft 
which  it  prelTed,  but  the  bafe  of  it  was 
eafily  elevated  from  the  cornea  which  ftill 
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retained  its  natural  tranfparency,  and  the 
patient  regained  his  fight  on  its  removal. 

Cyjlio  Sarcoma, 

The  next  fpecies  of  farcomatous  tumour^ 
as  It  contains  cells  or  eyfls,  may  be  named 
Cyftic  Sarcoma ;  and  this  fpecies  will  be 
found  to  comprehend  varieties.  This  fpecies 
fometimes  occurs  as  a  diftind;  tumour,  but 
is  more  frequently  met  with  In  the  teflls 
and  ovary.  In  one  kind  of  difeafe  of  the 
teftis,  the  part  is  perhaps  enlarged  to  fix  times 
its  natural  fize,  and  confifts  of  a  congeries 
of  cells,  containing  a  ferous  fluid ;  their 
fize  is  that  of  currants  or  grapes,  but  of  an 
oval  figure.  The  fides  of  the  cyfts  are  fo 
vafcular  as  to  be  made  red  by  injedion  \ 
and  fometimes  the  injedion  Is  even  effufed 
and  tinges  the  contents  of  the  eyft.  Dr. 
Baillie  has  favoured  us  with  an  elegant 
and  corred  reprefentation  of  this  difeafe,  in 
his  Series  of  Engravings  intended  to  illuftrate 
the  Morbid  Anatomy  of  fome  of  the  moft 
important  Parts  of  the  Human  Body  I 

*  Vide  Fafc.  8.  Plate  8.  Fig-  2. 
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have  known  this  alteration  of  fl:ru£ture  the  con- 
fequence  of  a  blow  received  on  the  part ;  but, 
in  general,  it  occurs  without  evident  injury. 
The  firm  or  farcomatous  part  of  an  ovary, 
affords  a  good  fpecimen  of  the  ftrudure  I 
am  defcribing ;  the  cells  are  here  much  larger, 
and  are  fo  vafcular  as  to  be  made  quite  red 
by  injedion. 

To  fhew  that  this  ftrudure  is  not  pe¬ 
culiar  to  thefe  parts,  I  may  mention  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafe  :  a  tumour  was  taken  from  the 
face  of  a  boy  by  Sir  Charles  Blicke,  which, 
when  divided,  was  found  to  con  lift  entirely 
of  an  affemblagc  of  cells  filled  with  a  watery 
yet  coagulable  fluid. 

In  the  teftis,  cyfts  are  not  unfrequently 
found  containing  a  kind  of  cafeous  fubftance. 
In  this  cafe  too,  the  fides  of  the  cyft  are  vaf¬ 
cular.  The  cyfts  are  generally  large,  and 
fometimes  there  is  but  one.  I  have  called 
the  fubftance  cafeous,  becaufe  it  refembles 
cheefe  in  confiftence,  and  in  colour ;  being  of 
a  yellowiih  caft,  and  of  an  unduous  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance,  but  it  is  not  at  all  unduous  to  the 
touch.  It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that 
this  cafeous  fubftance  is  fometimes  irregularly 
diftributed  throughout  the  vafcular  fubftance 
of  a  difeafed  teftls,  without  being  confined 
in  diftind  cyfts.  I  believe  this  kind  of  far- 
'cocele  is  particularly  unyielding  to  medical 
treatment, 

Majloid^  or  Mammary  Sarcoma, 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  farcomatous  tumour, 
which  Indeed  I  have  not  frequently  met 
with,  but  which  fo  ftrikingly  refembles  the 
mammary  gland  in  colour  and  texture,  that, 
wiftiing  to  diftingulfli  it  on  account  of  the 
following  cafe,  I  have  named  it  Mammary 
Sarcoma. 

I  have  feen  this  fubftance  (which  Is  white 
and  firm,  and  has  a  fimilarity  of  appearance 
throughout)  in  the  midft  of  adipofe  tu¬ 
mours  ;  but  my  attention  was  not  particu¬ 
larly  excited  to  it  till  the  following  cafe 
occurred^ 
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,A  moderately  healthy  middle-aged  womaa 
,came  from  the  country  to  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital,  on  account  of  a  tumour  of  the  fize 
of  a  very  large  orange,  which  had  grown 
gradually  on  the  front  of  her  thigh :  it  lay 
beneath  the  integuments  and  above  the  fafcla. 
It  was  removed  by  an  operation,  and  the  in¬ 
teguments  covering  the  tumour  were  alfo 
taken  away,  as  in  the  removal  of  the  can¬ 
cerous  breaft.  The  fides  of  the  wound  were 
brought  together  by  fticking-plafter,  and,  at 
firft,  feemed  difpofed  to  heal ;  but  afterwards 
a  confiderable  induration  of  the  furrounding 
parts  took  place,  and  the  wound  degenerated 
into  a  malignant  ulcer,  which  fpread  exten- 
fively,  and  was  incorrigible  by  any  medical 
means  employed.  As  the  ulcer  fpread,  fo, 
in  the  fame  proportion,  did  the  hardnefs  of 
the  parts  wdiich  furrounded  it.  The  pain 
and  fever  fo  exhaufted  the  patient,  that  in 
about  two  months  fhe  died. 

This  tumour,  tlie  appearance  of  which  was 
exadly  of  the  kind  that  has  been  defcribed, 
feemed  to  have  no  diftindl  capfule,  but  to  be 
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gradually  loft  In  the  furrounding  parts.  The 
whole  of  the  difeafed  part  feemed  to  have 
been  removed,  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  con* 
tiguous  parts  had  a  difpofition  to  difeafe, 
which  was  aggravated,  and  rendered  more 
virulent,  by  the  injury  of  the  operation. 
Could  the  circurnftances  have  been  forefeen. 
It  might  have  been  right  to  have  removed  the 
parts  furrounding  this  tumour  more  exten* 
fively,  as  fuggefted  in  one  of  the  preliminary 
obfervatlons. 

There  Is  a  fimllar  kind  of  difeafed  ftruefture, 
but  of  a  fofter  texture,  which  is  frequently 
found  as  a  diftinft  tumour,  or  in  glandular 
parts  ;  which  perhaps  might,  with  proprietyj 
be  confidered  as  a  variety  of  the  fame  fpecles 
of  farcoma.  It  has  the  fame  uniformity  of 
furface,  but  it  is  not  always  of  a  white  colour, 
being  occafionally  of  a  brownllli  or  reddifh 
tint.  I  have  feen  a  fubftance  of  this  kind 
forming  a  tumour  furrounding  and  compref- 
fing  the  cefophagus,  and  caufing  a  contrafllon 
of  that  tube.  I  have  feen  this  kind  of  far¬ 
coma  in  glandular  parts,  in  which  the  pro- 
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grefs  and  event  of  the  cafe  did  not  indicate 
the  difeafe  to  be  of  a  noxious  nature.  The 
general  refult  of  my  obfervations,  however, 
has  induced  me  to  believe,  that  this  difcafed 
ftrudfure  may  degenerate  into  an  IntradTtable 
ulcer,  which  will  communicate  its  difeafe  to 
rhe  furrounding  parts,  and  I  have  therefore 
placed  this  fpecies  of  farcoma  between  thofe 
which  feem  to  polfefs  no  malignity  and  thofe 
which  follow,  and  which  are  of  a  very  de- 
ftrudive  nature. 

Tuber  ciliated  Sarcoma. 

The  next  fpecies  of  farcoma  which  I  have 
to  defcribe  may  be  named  Tuberculated  Sar^- 
coma.  It  confifts  of  an  aggregation  of  fmall, 
firm,  roundlfii  tumours,  of  different  fizes  and 
colours,  connedled  together  by  a  kind  of  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance.  The  fize  of  the  tubercles  is 
from  that  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  horfe-bean,  or 
fometimes  larger  ;  the  colour  of  a  brownifh 
red,  and  fome  are  of  a  yellowifh  tint.  In  Dr. 
Baillie’s  Plates  there  is  one  of  the  tubercu¬ 
lated  liver  which  expreffes  the  appearance 

jTUe  Fafc.  5.  Plate  2, 
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of  this  kind  of  farcoma  as  well  as  caii  poffibly 
be  done  by  an  engraving. 

The  inftances  which  I  have  feen  have  been 
chiefly  in  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck. 
The  tumours  have  ulcerated ;  have  become 
painful  and  intraflable  fores;  and  have  de¬ 
ft  royed  the  patient.  The  difeafe  appears  to 
pofTefs  a  very  malignant  nature. 

A  remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind  occurred 
in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital  In  1797.  A 
man  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  had 
a  large  tumour  at  the  fide  of  his  neck,  be¬ 
neath  the  platyfma  myoides.  It  meafured 
about  eight  inches  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth.  It  was  hard  and  irregular  on  the 
furface,  feeming  like  a  clufter  of  difeafed 
lymphatic  glands.  It  was  extremely  painful, 
and  had  greatly  impaired  his  health.  He 
affirmed  that  it  had  not  been  more  than  fix 
months  fince  its  firft  appearance,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  this  time,  numerous  fmall  tumours 
of  fimllar  denfity  and  ftruiture  had  grown  be¬ 
neath  the  ikin  all  over  the  trunk  of  the  body, 
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tut  chiefly  on  tlie  neck  and  abdomen.  The 
ikin  and  the  front  of  the  tumour  in  the  neck 
had  ulcerated,  and  become  a  painful  phage¬ 
denic  fore  ;  and  the  patient  died  with  hedtic 
fever,  in  about  fix  weeks  after  his  admiffion 
into  the  Hofpital.  The  ftrudlure  of  all  the 
tumours  was  alike,  and  fuch  as  has  been 
defcribed :  the  body  was  examined  by  the 
ftudents  of  the  Hofpital,  who  fald  that  there 
were  no  tubercles  on  the  vifcera,  as  there 
commonly  are  in  cafes  of  this  difeafe. — As 
this  difeafe  Is  uncommon,  it  may  not  be  Im¬ 
proper  to  relate  another  cafe  on  which  I  was 
confulted  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year. 

A  gentleman  had  a  tumour  in  the  lym¬ 
phatic  glands  of  the  axilla,  which  he  had 
taken  notice  of  about  a  month,  and  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  of  a  fcrofulous  nature. 

I  was  confulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
going  to  the  fea-fide.  The  tumour  was  of 
the  fize  of  an  egg,  and  its  furface  was  irre¬ 
gular  from  the  projection  of  numerous  tu¬ 
bercles.  This  circuraftance  ftruck  me,  and 
led  me  to  Inquire  if  he  had  no  other  little 
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tumours  in  the  (kin.  He  told  me  there  was 
one  in  the  groin,  which  appeared  on  examina¬ 
tion  to  be  a  diftinfl:  tubercle  ;  and,  on  further 
inquiry,  I  found  that  the  glands  above  the  col¬ 
lar-bone,  by  the  fide  of  the  neck,  were  in  fome 
degree  affefled.  I  had  no  doubt  of  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  and  told  the  phyfician,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  terminate  fatally. 
After  about  a  fortnight,  when  I  faw  the  pa¬ 
tient  again,  thefe  tubercles  had  multiplied  all 
over  the  fkin,  both  in  the  front  and  back 
part  of  the  body  ;  they  were  hard  and  painful, 
and  gave  him  the  fenfation  as  if  he  was  lying 
on  a  number  of  hobnails.  The  difeafe  in 
the  glands,  both  below  and  above  the  collar¬ 
bone,  had  greatly  increafed,  and  the  arm  was 
very  oedematous.  The  difeafe  progreffively 
increafed  ;  the  fkin  feemed  to  peel  off  in 
thin  Houghs  from  the  furface  of  the  enlarged 
glands  in  the  axilla  ;  but  no  Houghing  or 
ulceration  had  taken  place  in  the  tumour 
when  the  patient  died,  which  was  about  five 
weeks  after  I  firfl  faw  him.  On  examining 
the  body,  the  tubercles  every  where  had  the 
appearance  which  has  been  deferibed ;  and 
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many  fimilar  tubercles  were  found  on  the 
furface  of  the  lungs,  heart,  liver,  fpleen, 
omentum,  and  mefentery.  The  abforbent 
glands  of  the  mefentery,  and  the  other  in¬ 
ternal  abforbent  glands  were,  however,  un- 

affeited  by  this  difeafe.  ./ 

Medullary  Sarcoma, 

The  farcoma  which  Is  next  to  be  defcribed 
is  generally  found  in  the  teftls,  and  is  dif- 
tlnguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  foft  cancer  of 
,  that  part.  The  term  cancer  is  objedionable, 
becaufe  it  conveys  an  erroneous  idea  of  its 
nature;  for  this  difeafe,  though  perhaps 
equally  deftriidive,  will  be  fhewn  to  be  un¬ 
like  cancer  in  its  nature  and  progrefs. 

The  tumour,  in  thofe  cafes  of  the  difeafe 
which  I  have  moft  frequently  met  with,  has 
been  of  a  whitiih  colour,  refembling,  on  a 
general  and  diftant  infpedlioh,  the  appearance 
of  the  brain.  The  difeafe  is  ufually  of  a 
pulpy  confidence ;  and  I  have,  therefore, 
been  induced  to  diftinguifh  it  by  the  name 
of  medullary  farcoma.  Although  I  have 
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more  frequently  met  with  this  difeafe  of  a 
whitiih  colour,  yet  I  have  often  feen  it  of  a 
browmilh  red  appearance.  Which  is  mpft 
common  I  cannot  decide  :  the  ftrudlure  and 
feel  of  both  are  the  fame,  and  their  progrefs 
is  alfo  fimilar ;  they  are  therefore  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  varieties  of  one  fpecies.  The 
fhorteft  way  in  which  I  can  communicate  a 
knowledge  of  this  difeafe,  and  render  thofe 
remarks,  which  I  have  to  make  on  it  in¬ 
telligible,  will  be,  by  relating  a  cafe  in  which 
it  proceeded  to  a  very  confiderable  extent 
before  it  deftroyed  the  patient. 

CASE. 

A  tall  thin  healthy-looking  man,  of  about 
forty  years  of  age,  had,  about  fifteen  years 
before,  a  fwelled  tefticle  from  a  gonorrhxa  ; 
the  epididymis  remained  indurated.  Six  years 
afterwards  it  became  enlarged,  and  a  hydro¬ 
cele  at,  the  fame  time  formed.  Half  a  pint 
of  water  was  difcharged  by  a  pundure,  but 
inflammation  fucceeded  the  operation,  and 

this  teftis  became  very  large.  An  abfcefs 
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formed,  and  burft  In  the  front  of  the  fcrotum, 
and  the  teftls  fubfided  in  fome  degree.  Mer¬ 
cury  was  employed  to  reduce  It,  but  without 
effedf.  The  part  however  was  Indolent,  and 
gave  the  patient  no  trouble  but  from  its 
bulk. 

About  a  year  afterwards  a  gland  enlarged 
In  the  left  groin  (the  fame  fide  as  the  teftls) : 
another  then  became  fwoln  In  the  right  groin, 
and,  in  the  courfe  of  two  years,  feveral  glands 
in  each  groin  had  obtained  a  very  confider- 
able  magnitude.  At  this  period  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Long.  The  teftls  was,  at  this 
time,  between  four  or  five  inches  in  length, 
and  about  three  in  breadth ;  it  refembled  its 
natural  form,  and  was  indolent  in  Its  difpo- 
fition.  The  fpermatic  chord  was  thickened, 
but  not  much  indurated.  Four  or  five  glands 
were  enlarged  in  the  groin  on  both  fides  ;  each 
of  which  was  of  the  fize  of  a  very  large 
orange ;  and,  when  obferved  together,  they 
formed  a  tumour  of  very  uncommon  fliape 
and  magnitude, 
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They  gradually  increafed  in  fize  for  fe- 
verai  months,  till  at  laft  the  fkin  appeared 
as  if  unable  to  contain  them  any  longer.  It 
became  thin,  inflamed,  and  ulcerated  ;  firfl:  in 
the  left  groin,  and  expofed  one  of  the  moll 
prominent  tumours.  The  expofed  tumour 
inflamed  and  floughed  pr  ogre  {lively,  till  it 
entirely  came  away.  As  the  floughing  ex¬ 
pofed  its  vefTels,  which  were  large,  they  bled 
profufely,  infomuch  that  the  ftudents  endea¬ 
voured,  but  in  vain,  to  fecure  them  by  liga¬ 
tures  :  for  the  fubflance  of  the  tumour 
vras  cut  through,  and  torn  away  in  the  at¬ 
tempt.  PrefTure  by  the  finger,  continued  for 
fome  time,  was  the  only  effedlual  mode  of 
reftraining  this  haemorrhage. 

The  lofs  of  one  gland  relieved  the  dif- 
tended  fkin,  which  had  only  ulcerated  on  the 
moft  prominent  part  of  the  tumour,  and  had 
not  become  difeafed.  It  now  loft  its  inflamed 
afpedl :  granulations  formed,  and  a  cicatrix 
took  place.  In  the  oppofite  groin  a  fimilar 
occurrence  happened.  One  gland,  expofed 
by  the  ulceration  of  the  fkin,  floughed  out, 

i. . 
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toeing  atteaded  by  the  clrcumftances  juft  re¬ 
cited,  However  before  the  fkiu  was  cica¬ 
trized,  ulceration  had  again  taken  place  In  the 
right  groin,  in  confequence  of  the  great  dil- 
tenfion  of  the  fkin  from,  the  growth  of  the 
tumour;  and  floughing  had  begun  in  the  tu¬ 
mour,  when  the  patient,  whofe  vital  powers 
had  long  been  greatly  exhaufted,  died. 

The  teftls  was  Injed:ed,  and,  when  divided, 
was  found  to  be  of  a  whitifli  colour,  and 
moderately  firm  confiftence,  and  was  made 
red  by  the  injedlion  in  various  parts.  The 
tumour  formed  by  the  inguinal  glands  on  each 
fide  was  as  large  as  a  man’s  head,  and  the 
ftruQure  was  very  fimilar  to  that  oi  the  tef¬ 
tls  but  more  pulpy.  On  opening  the  body 
the  pelvis  was  almoft  filled  with  fimilarly 
difealed  glands,  and  the  vertebra  were  hidden 
by  others  as  high  up  as  the  diaphragm. 
The  difeafe  In  the  upper  ones  was  not  hov/-. 
ever  fo  far  advanced  as  in  the  others  :  iome 
of  the  former,  which  lay  clofe  to  the  dia¬ 
phragm,  and  were  not  larger  than  a  v.^al- 
nut,  being  cut  into,  a  thick  fluid,  refembling 
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cream  In  colour  and  confiftence,  efcaped,  and 
was  exprefled,  and  the  gland  was  left  a  con¬ 
texture  of  loofe  fibrous  fubftance. 

The  ftate  of  the  glands  newly  affedted 
fhews,  that  the  actions  of  this  difeafe  caufe  a 
fecretion  of  fluid-like  cream  ;  that  this  fluid 
acquires  confiftence  during  its  refidence  In 
the  part ;  and  that  it  Is  the  caufe  of  the  In- 
creafe  of  fize  In  the  gland.  The  profufe 
hasmorrhage,  which  took  place  during  the 
floughing,  ihews  that  there  Is  an  increafe  of 
veflels  proportionate  to  the  augmentation  In 

bulk  of  the  difeafed  part  The  Ample  ulcer¬ 
ation 

\  •  Whether  there  are  In  this  cUfeafe  any  new  vefTels  formed 
■may  fairly  be  doubted  ;  the  depofited  fubftance  acquires  fo- 
lidity  by  refidence,  but  it  is  not  of  that  nature  which  feems 
to  admit  of  becoming  organized.  Indeed  it  may  reafon- 
ably  be  queftioned,  whether  veffels  will,  in  any  inftance> 
grow  into  any  depofited  fubftance,  except  the  gelatinous  part 
of  the  blood,  as  that  feems  to  be  the  common  and  natural 
matrix  for  them.  Yet  fome  tubercles  in  the  liver  can  be 
injedled  ;  where  the  difeafe  appears  to  be  formed  of  a  fecre¬ 
tion  made  from  cyfts,  and  of  a  different  nature  from  the  gela¬ 
tinous  parts  of  the  blood :  yet  vefTels  have  apparentlyg  rown 
into  the  depofited  matter.  I  am  alfo  liiuch  miftaken  if  I 

have  not  feen  tubercles  in  the  lungs  fuppurate,  though  they 
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ation  of  the  Ikln  from  diftenfion,  and  the 

fubfequent  healing  of  the  ulcer  fhew,  that 

this 

- - - ■  - - 

were  of  a  kind  which  anatomifls  in  general  confider  as  iiior- 
ganicj  becaufe  they  have  not  been  able  to  injed;  them.  Does 
not  this  change  from  a  folid  fubftance  into  pus  imply  that 
they  are  vafcular,  fince  they  go  through  the  fame  changes 
that  vafcular  parts  do  ?  It  may  be  faid  that  the  change  is 
brought  about  by  the  furrounding  velfels,  or  by  thofe  of  their 
cyfts  ;  but,  In  the  Inftances  alluded  to,  this  fuppohtion  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  improbable.  The  fubjedt  feems  curious,  and 
I  mention  it  merely  to  excite  attention.  I  wilh  alfo  here  to 
date  fome  fads  which,  though  not  important,  may  yet  be 
ufeful ;  and  which  have  left  this  impreffion  upon  my  mind, 
that  we  do  wrong  to  deny  the  life  or  vafcularity  of  parts 
merely  becaufe  we  cannot  demonftrate  their  velfels  by  ana¬ 
tomical  artifices.  The  arguments  cited  by  Mr.  Hunter 
againh  the  vafcularity  of  the  teeth  are  remarkably  ftrong, 
and  yet  that  accurate  obferver  could  not  convince  his  mindj 
that  the  decay  of  the  teeth  was  merely  a  chemical  procefs, 
which  it  fhould  be,  if  they  were  inorganic.  It  appeared  to 
me,  that  there  was  fo  much  animal  fubftance  In  the  bone  of 
the  tooth  as  to  render  It  Improbable  that  it  would  remain  in 
the  temperature,  in  which  It  exifts  throughout  life,  without 
undergoing  fome  chemical  change  ;  and  indeed  the  progrefs 
of  the  decay  of  a  tooth  feemed  to  me  more  like  an  animal 
than  a  chemical  procefs.  In  dlfcufting  this  fubjeft  in  a  me¬ 
dical  foclety  I  was  led  to  afk,  whether  the  decayed  part  of 
a  tooth  did  not  fometimes  become  painful  before  the  cavity 
containing  the  velfels  and  nerves  of  the  tooth  became  ex- 
pofcd  j  for,  In  that  cafe,  the  bone  itfelf  muft  polfefs  fenfation. 
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this  morbid  affedion  is  unlike  carcinoma, 
•vvhich  communicates  its  difeafe  to  all  conti¬ 
guous 


As  far  as  my  opportunities  of  obfervation  enable  me  to  reply 
to  this  inquiry  I  fhould  anfwer  it  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  it 
Is  alfo  known,  that  the  whole  crown  of  the  tooth  may  be  de- 
ftroyed  to  the  level  of  the  gum,  and  yet  the  patient  may  oc- 
cafionally  efcape  the  tooth-ache.  Suppofing  then  that  the 
decay  of  the  tooth  Avas  owing  to  a  procefs  refembling  ulcer? 
ation,  without  any  attempt  at  reparation,  fuch  as  we  occa- 
iionally  fee  even  in  foft  parts,  I  was  led  to  inquire  further, 
whether  the  furface  might  not  be  fometimes  irritable  and 
fometimes  indolent;  whether  the  difeafe  might  not  fome¬ 
times  proceed  rapidly,  and  at  another  be  nearly  ftationary. 
If  this  fuppofition  above  mentioned  had  any  truth  in  it,  I 
thought  we  might  put  it  to  this  left,  in  order  to  afeertain  the 
probability  or  falfity  of  the  conje6lure.  We  might  deftroy 
the  irritable  furface  of  the  decaying  part  as  we  do  that  of  an 
ulcer  with  cauftic,  and  thus  diminiih  or  remove  the  pain. 
This  I  have  done  in  a  great  number  of  inflances  with  fuccefs  ; 
and  the  miode  which  I  have  adopted  is  to  moiften  the  black 
decayed  furface  with  muriatic  acid  one  half  or  one  third  di¬ 
luted  with  water.  This  application  gives  no  pain,  except 
fometimes  when  it  gets  into  the  cavity  of  the  tooth,  but  it 
chemically  decompofes  the  difeafed  furface.  I  ufually  repeat 
the  application  three  times,  allov/ing  afnort  interval  between 
each.  The  furface  which  has  been  thus  deftroyed  is  no 
longer  fore ;  it  may  be  touched  with  a  probe,  and  even 
cold  water  may  be  applied  to  it  without  caufing  pain.  As 
far  as  my  obfervation  enables  me  to  form  an  opinion  on  this 
fubjeift,  the  moft  common,  kind  of  tooth-ache  takes  place  in 
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giious  parts:  neither  has  it  the  hardnefs^  nor 
the  difpofition  to  ulcerate,  which  charader- 

ize 


the  following  manner  :  The  black  furface  of  the  tooth  be¬ 
comes  fore  and  painful  when  touched,  particularly  by  any 
thing  cold  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  thefe  fymptoms  are  aggra¬ 
vated,  and  the  whole  tooth  feems  tender  in  every  part, 
from  inflammation  apparently  excited  by  the  irritation  of 
the  difeafed  part.  The  deftruftion  of  the  irritable  decayed 
furface  does  not,  of  courfe,  immediately  remove  the  general 
inflammation,  but  all  fpringing  pain,  as  many  patients  have 
called  it,  ceafes,  and  the  general  inflammation  gradually 
fublides. 

Tn  the  few  cafes  where  this  mode  of  treatment  did  not 
fucceed  the  failure  feemed  to  arife  either  from  the  im¬ 
practicability  of  touching  the  whole  of  the  decayed  furface* 
and  from  the  decay  extending  into  the  cavity  of  the  tooth  ; 
in  which  cafe  the  acid,  by  touching  the  nerves,  gives  great 
pain,  and  may  perhaps  rather  augment  than  diminifli  the 
inflammation.  Perhaps  alfo  this  plan  of  treatment  may 
fometimes  fall  from  the  pain  arifing  from  inflammation,  be¬ 
ginning  in  the  cavity  of  the  tooth,  in  the  firfl;  inftance,  and 
not  arifing,  as  has  been  fuggefted,  from  an  irritable  and  pain¬ 
ful  (late  of  the  decayed. furface.  I  have  alfo  deftroyed  one 
half  of  the  decayed  furface  with  the  acid,  and  proportion¬ 
ately  diminilhed  the  patient’s  fuiferings,  and  then  applied 
the  remedy  to  the  other  half.  I  have  alfo  obferved,  that 
fome  patients  have  complained  of  mofl;  pain  when  the  probe 
was  applied  to  that  part  of  the  tooth  neareft;  the  furface  ;  to 
that  which  lay,  as  it  were  In  a  degree  concealed,  under  the 
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ize  cancer.  The  general  difeafe  of  the  ab- 
forbing  glands  {hews,  that  the  difeafed  adion 
Is  readily  propagated  in  the  courfe  of  thofe 
fufceptible  vefl'els ;  and  the  glands  of  the 
pelvis  being  affeded  equally  with  thofe 
higher  up,  renders  it  probable  that  it  in¬ 
duces  the  difeafe,  as  well  by  imparting  irri¬ 
tation  to  them,  as  by  furnifhing  a  matter 
capable  of  ilimulating  them  when  they  have 
imbibed  it;  an  opinion  that  will  be  more 
ftrikingly  verified  by  the  next  cafe  which  I 

fhall  relate. 

This  fpecies  of  farcoma,  though  it  ufually 
affeds  the  teftis,  occafionally  occurs  in  other 
parts.  I  fhall  authenticate  this  fad  by  the 
brief  relation  of  another  cafe,  which  will 


projecting  (liell  of  the  broken  enamel.  If  the  above  ftate- 
ment  be  found,  on  further  examination,  to  be  fact,  I  think  it 
muO;  be  granted,  that  the  bone  of  the  tooth  has  nerves,  and 
confequently  veffels.  I  am  alfo  much  mi  taken  if  I  have 
not  feen  the  bone  of  the  tooth  tinged  with  bile  like  the  other 
bones  in  perfons  deeply  jaundiced.  This  circumftance  was 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Sutton,  of  Greenwich,  who  was  at 
the  time  he  made  the  obfervation  a  very  induftrious  Undent, 
and  Houfe-Surgeon  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital. 
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ferve  alfo  to  throw  additional  light  on  the 
nature  and  progrefs  of  this  difeafe. 

A  boy  about  twelve  years  of  age  was 
brought  to  the  Hofpital  for  advice,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  tumour  in  the  front  of  his  thigh  : 
it  had  been  growing  three  or  four  months, 
and  had  then  attained  the  fize  of  a  large 
orange.  The  bafe  of  it  was  fituated  clofe 
upon  the  bone.  It  increafed,  notwithftand- 
ing  applications  that  were  employed  to  dif- 
perfe  it,  and  the  patient  became  confined  to 
his  bed.  After  fame  time  the  leg  became 
cedematous  to  a  very  great  degree ;  the  in¬ 
guinal  glands  were  enlarged,  but  not  in  a  de¬ 
gree  proportionate  to  the  (^dema,  none  of 
them  having  attained  to  more  than  the  fize 
of  a  fmall  walnut.  The  parts  in  the  ham 
were  alfo  confiderably  fwoln.  In  a  fiiort 
time  the  caufe  of  the  great  degree  of  oedema 
was  manifefted ;  for  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  became  diftended  by  a  tumour,  that 
feemed  to  rife  out  of  the  pelvis  and  comprefs 
the  iliac  veffels.  The  boy’s  health,  as  may¬ 
be 
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be  fuppofed,  gradually  declined,  and,  wheri 
the  difeafe  had  attained  to  this  ftate^  he 
died. 

On  examining  the  parts  It  was  found,  that 
the  tumour,  though  It  lay  clofe  to  the  perlof- 
teum  of  the  thigh  bone,  had  no  connedion 
with  it ;  that  it  was  In  ftrudure  like  the  dif¬ 
eafe  laft  defcribed ;  and  that  the  difeafe  had 
extended,  through  the  medium,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  abforbing  veflels,  downwards 
to  the  ham,  where  the  glands  were  enlarged 
and  formed  a  confiderable  tumour  ;  and  up¬ 
wards  into  the  pelvis,  where  the  internal  iliac 
glands  more  than  filled  one  fide  of  that  ca¬ 
vity,  rifing  out  of  It,  as  has  been  fald,  fo  as 
to  diftend  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 
The  difeafe  had  alfo  extended  fo  as  flightly  to 
affed;  the  lumbar  glands.  The  tumours  Iii 
the  ham  and  pelvis  were  of  the  fame  ftruc- 
ture  as  the  original  tumour.  The  inguinal 
glands,  though  affeded  apparently  from  the 
fame  difeafe,  were  not  confiderably  en¬ 
larged. 
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This  cafe  alfo  fliews  the  uncommon  faci- 
lity  which  this  difeafe  is  propagated 

along  the  abforbing  veflels  5  and  its  having  ex¬ 
tended  downwards  to  the  ham,  as  well  as 
upwards  into  the  pelvis,  confirms  the  opinion, 
that  it  extends  itfelf  by  imparting  irritation 
to  the  veflels,  as  well  as,  perhaps,  by  furnillr- 
ing  a  matter  which,  if  imbibed,  may  commu¬ 
nicate  the  fame  irritation, 

I  have  mentioned,  as  a  variety  of  this  dit 
eafe,  that  in  which  the  colour  Is  different,, 
being  between  a. brown  and  that  of  the  blood, 
but  in  texture  and  organization  it  does  not 
appear  diflimllar.  It  feems  therefore  as  If  the 
dlfeafed  action  caufed  the  fecretion  of  a  fluid, 
fometimes  of  a  milky,  fometimes  of  a  more 
dufky  hue  ;  which  gradually  acquires  folidity 
and  augments  the  bulk  of  the  part.  The  dip 
eafed  part  acquires  in  general  a  confiderable 
folidity  when  it  has  continued  for  fome  time, 
fo  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  the  names  of  foft 
cancer,  or  medullary  farcoma.  The  hard- 
nefs  is  alfo,  in  fome  inftances  which  I  have 
feen,  increafed,  apparently  by  a  thickening 
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of  tbe  cellular  fubilance  which  pervades  the 
gland. 

It  feems  probable,  however,  that  the  fame 
kind  of  difeafed  adfion  may  not  be  always 
followed  by  the  like  alteration  of  ftrudfure, 
in  the  part  which  it  affedts.  Mr.  Aftley 
Cooper,  in  his  Paper  on  Obftrudlions  of 
the  Thoracic  Dudf,  mentions  an  Inftance  In 
which  matter,  imbibed  from  a  teftis  affedled 
with  a  difeafe  like  the  prefent,  obftrudled 
that  veffel.  His  defcriptlon  of  the  teftis  is, 
that  it  was  “  a  pulpy  mafs,  compofed  of 
broken  coagulable  lymph,  and  blood-coloured 
ferum 

I  remember  one  Inftance  of  the  Inguinal 
and  lumbar  glands  being  affedted  with  [a  dif¬ 
eafe  fimilar  to  thofe  juft  defcribed,  from  a 
difeafed  teftis  of  a  different  ftrudiure.  The 
teftis  v/as  removed  in  the  Hofpital,  and  was 
found  much  enlarged,  and  vafcular  through¬ 
out,  except  where  fome  foft  cheefe-like  matter 


•  Vide  Medical  Records  and  Refearches,  p.  9^. 
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was  depofited.  Some  of  the  inguinal  glands 
enlarged,  ulcerated,  and  floughed  out,  and 
the  wound  feemed  dlfpofed  to  heal.  The 
lumbar  glands  were  affedfed,  became  ex¬ 
tremely  painful,  and  the  patient  being  pre- 

vioufly  much  exhaufted,  funk  under  this  laft 
complaint. 

/ 

He  had  been  removed  to  rome  diilance 
from  the  Hofpltal,  and  I  could  not  obtain 
permlflion  to  examine  the  body  till  four  days 
iifter  his  deceafe.  I  took  out  the  lumbar 
glands  and  put  them  in  water  ;  and,  the  wea¬ 
ther  being  extremely  hot,  when  I  examined 
thv.m  the  next  day,  I  found  that  all  the  un¬ 
organized  depofited  matter  which  had  en¬ 
larged  them,  had  become  putrid,  and  was 
wafhed  away,  leaving  the  capfiile  of  the  gland, 
and  a  congeries  of  flocculent  fibres  occupying 
the  interior  part  of  i| ;  thefe  were  doubtlefs 
the  vefTels  and  connecting  cellular  fubftance 
of  the  glands  not  indurated  (as  I  have  feen 
it  in  iome  other  inftances]  by  inflammation. 

In  the  advanced  ftage  of  this  difeafe,  fome- 
times,  lymphatic  glands  out  of  the  courfe  of 
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abforption,  and  of  the  participation  of  Irrita¬ 
tion,  become  affefted  with  the  fame  difeafe ; 
and  a  fecretlon  of  this  thick  cream  or  bloody- 
coloured  fluid  takes  place  on  the  furface, ,  or 
in  portions,  even  in  the  liver  or  lungs,  or 
other  vlfcera.  I  have  heard  this  circumftance 
accounted  for,  by  fuppofing  that  the  abforp- 
tion  of  the  matter  depofited  in  the  originally 
difeafed  parts  was  fo  abundant  as  to  induce 
the  necelflty  of  depofiting  it  in  various  places; 
but  it  feems  to  me  more  natural  to  attribute 
it  to  the  more  general  prevalence  of  the  fame 
difeafed  dlfpofition  throughout  the  body. 
For  we  frequently  find,  that  folid  tumours 
of  fimilar  ftrudure  exift  in  various  parts  of 
the  fame  fubjed;  and  fometimes  they  rapidly 
multiply  as  the  difeafe  advances ;  as  was 
mentioned  in  the  cafe  which  is  related  of 
tuberculated  farcoma. 

Carcinomatous  Sarcoma. 

Thelaftfpeciesof  farcomatous  tumour  which 
I  have  to  defcribe,  is  the  Carcinomatous.  It 
is  not  here  defigned  to  give  a  full  or  diftindl 
hiflory  of  Carcinoma,  but  only  a  general  and 
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comparative  account  of  thofe  circumftances 
in  which  it  refembles  or  differs  from  other 
tumours.  This  kind  of  tumour,  on  account 
of  its  peculiar  hardnefs,  is  emphatically 
termed  Scirrhus,  while  It  remains  entire  and 
free  from  ulceration.  But  the  word  feirrhus 
IS  frequently  applied  to  other  indurations, 
and  it  feems  better,  in  order  to  avoid  ambi¬ 
guity,  to  ufe  the  fame  term  to  denote  all  the 
ftages  of  this  dlfeafe,  naming  it  carcinoma,  in 
the  lirfi;  place,  and  ulcerated  carcinoma  when 
that  change  has  occurred.  This  dlfeafe  is 
not,  in  every  Inftance,  fo  peculiarly  hard  as 
to  entitle  it  to  the  epithet  feirrhus ;  and 
however  Indurated  it  may  be,  it  ftill  muft 
be  accounted  a  kind  of  flefhy  tumour  ;  there-* 

fore  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  it  carcinomatous 
farcoma. 

t 

I  fliall  arrange  the  obfervatlons  which  I 
have  to  offer  under  three  heads:  ift.  The 
hiftory  of  carcinoma.  2dl)',  Its  anatomical 
flruaure;  and,  3dly,  I  fliall  compare  this 
difeafe  with  others  which  refemble  it.  I  lhall 

fuppofe  the  carcinoma  to  arife  in  the  female 
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breaft,  as  there  it  moft  frequently  occurs,  and 
can  be  beft  inveftigated. 

It  fometlines  condenfes  the  furrounding 
fubftance  fo  as  to  acquire  a  capfule  ;  and  then 
it  appears,  like  other  farcomatous  tumours,  to 
be  a  part  of  new  formation :  in  other  cafes' 
the  mammary  gland  feems  to  be  the  nidus  for 
this  difeafed  adion.  The  boundaries  of  the 
difeafe  cannot  be  accurately  afeertained  in  the 
latter  cafe,  as  the  carcinomatous  ftrudure, 
having  no  diftinguiilrable  inveftment,  is  con- 
fufed  with  the  reft  of  the  gland.  In  either 
inftance  carcinoma  begins  in  a  fmall  fpot  and 
extends  from-  thence  in  all  diredions,  like 
rays  from  a  centre.  This  obfervation  will, 
ferve  to  diftinguifli  it  from  many  other  dif- 
eafes  which,  at  their  firft  attack,  involve  a 
confiderable  portion,  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
part,  where  they  occur.  The  progrefs  of 
carcinoma  is  more  or  lefs  quick  in  different 
inftances.  When  flow,  it  is  in  general  un¬ 
remitting  ;  at  leaft  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  difeafe,  though  it  may  be  checked,  can¬ 
not  be  made  to  recede  by  that  medical  treat- 
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ment  which  leffens  the  bulk  of,  other  farco- 
matous  tumours.  I  (late  this  opinion  however 
with  fome  hefitation,  for  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed  by  furgcons,  that  difeafes,  the  event 
of  which  proved  them  to  be  carcinomatous, 
have  fuffered  a  confiderable  redu£lion  in  fize 
by  that  kind  of  local  treatment  mentioned 
in  the  preliminary  obfervations.  This  cir- 
cumftance  affords,  in  my  opinion,  another 
criterion,  by  which  it  may  in  general  be 
diftingulfhed.  This  obdurate  and  dehrudfive 
difeafe  excites  the  contiguous  parts,  whatever 
their  nature  may  be,  to  the  fame  difeafed 
aaion.  The  fkin,  the  cellular  fubftance  of 
mulcles,  and  the  perlofteum  of  bones  al!  be¬ 
come  affected,  if  they  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
cancer.  This  very  flrlking  circurnftance  in 
the  hiftory  oi  carcinoma  diflingiiilhes  it  from 
moft  of  the  difeafes  already  defcribed.  In 
medullary  farcoma  the  difeafe  is  propagated 
along  the  abforbing  fyftem,  but  the  parts  im- 
meoiately  in  contact  with  the  enlarged  glands 
CIO  not  aflume  the  fame  dheafed  adtions.  Nei¬ 
ther  in  the  tuberculated  Ipecies  does  the  ul¬ 
ceration  fpread  along  the  ficin,  but  deftroys  that 
part  only  where  it  covers  the  difeafed  glands. 

f  3  It 
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It  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Hunter  that  a  dIC- 
pofitlon  to  cancer  exifts  in  the  furrounding 
parts,  prior  to  the  aftual  occurrence  of  the 
difeafed  aftion.  This  remark,  which  is  veri¬ 
fied  by  daily  experience,  led  to  the  following 
rule  in  pradtice  :  That  a  furgeon  ought  not 
to  be  contented  with  removing  merely  the 
indurated  or  actually  difeafed  part,  but  that 
he  fliould  alfo  take  away  fome  portion  of  the 
furrounding  fubflance,  in  which  a  difeafed 
difpofition  may  probably  have  been  excited.’* 
In  confequence  of  this  communication  of 
difeafe  to  the  contiguous  parts,  the  fkin  foon 
becomes  indurated,  and  attached  to  a  carci¬ 
nomatous  tumour,  which,  in  like  manner,  is 
fixed  to  the  mufcles,  or  other  part  over  which 
it  was  formed. 

As  a  carcinomatous  tumour  Increafes,  It 
generally,  though  not  conftantly,  becomes 
unequal  upon  its  iurface,  fo  that  this  inequa¬ 
lity  has  been  confidered  as  charadteriftic  of 
the  difeafe,  and  it  Is  a  circumftance  which  de- 
ferves  much  attention.  A  lancinating  pain 
in  the  part  frequently  accompanies  its  growth ; 

but  in  fome  cafes  this  pain  is  wanting.  It 
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attends  alfo  on  other  tumours,  the  {lru£lure 
of  which  is  unlike  carcinoma ;  of  which  I 
have  given  an  inftance  in  fpeaking  of  pan¬ 
creatic  farcoma.  This  pain  cannot  therefore 
be  confidered  as  an  infallible  criterion^  of  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe. 

The  difeafed  Ikin  covering  a  carcinomatous 
tumour  generally  ulcerates,  before  the  tumour 
has  attained  any  great  magnitude ;  a  large 
chafm  is  then  produced  in  its  fubftance  by  a 
partly  floughing,  and  partly  ulcerating  pro- 
cefs.  Sometimes,  when  cells  contained  in 
the  tumour  are  by  this  means  laid  open, 
their  contents  (which  are  a  pulpy  matter  of 
different  degrees  of  confiftence,  and  various 
colours)  fall  out,  and  an  excoriating  ichor 
diftiis  from  their  fides.  This  difcharge  takes 
place  with  a  celerity,  which  would  almofl:  In¬ 
duce  a  perfon  Ignorant  of  the  facility  with 
which  fecretion  is  performed,  to  believe  that 
it  cannot  be  produced  by  that  procefs. 

When  the  difeafed  actions  have,  as  It  were, 
cxhaufled  therafelves  by  their  vehemence, 
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an  attempt  at  reparation  appears  to  take  place, 
« 

firnilar  to  that  which  occurs  in  healthy  parts. 
New  fleih  is  formed,  conftituting  a  fungus 
of  peculiar  hardnefs,  as  it  partakes  of  the  dif- 
eafed  aftions  by  which  it  was  produced.  This 
difeafed  fungus  occafionally  even  cicatrizes? 
‘But  though  the  aflions  of  the  difeafe  are  thus 
mitigated,  though  they  may  be  for  fome  time 
indolent  and  ftationary,  they  never  ceafe, 
nor  does  the  part  ever  become  healthy. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  difeafe  extends 
through  the  medium  of  the  abforbing  vefleLs. 
Their  glands  become  affeded  at  a  confiderable 
diflance  from  the  original  tumour.  The  pro- 
grefs  of  carcinoma  in  an  abforbent  gland  is  the 
fame  as  that  which  has  been  already  deferibed. 
The  difeafe  is  commmnicated  from  one  gland 
to  another,  fo  that  after  all  the  axillary  glands 
are  affeded,  thofe  that  lie  under  the  collar¬ 
bone  at  the  lower  part  of  the  neck,  and  upper 
part  of  the  cheft  become  difordered.  Occa- 
fionally  a  gland  or  two  become  difeafed  higher 
Up  in  the  neck,  and  apparently  oiit  of  the 
courfe,  which  the  abforbed  fluids  would  take. 

The 
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The  abforbent  glands.  In  the  coiirfe  of  the 
internal  mammary  veffels  become  affedled  as 
the  difeafe  continues.  In  the  advanced  flage 
of  carcinoma  a  number  of  frnall  tumours,  of 
fimilar  ftru6ture  to  the  original  difeafe,  form 
at  fome  diftance,  fo  as  to  make  a  kind  of  ir¬ 
regular  circle  round  it. 

.  Here  it  is  no  wonder  that  I  conclude  the 
accounts  of  the  dreadful  effects  of  this  per¬ 
nicious  difeafe.  For  when  it  has  done  fo 
Uiuch  mifchief,  the  flrongeft  conftitutions  fmk 
under  the  pain  and  irritation  which  the  dif¬ 
eafe  creates,  aggravated  by  the  obftruction, 
which  it  occafions  to  the  function  of  abforp- 
tlon  in  thofe  parts,  to  which  the  veffels  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  difeafed  glands  belong.  Towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  difeafe  the  patient  is 
generally  afledfed  with  difficulty  of  breathing 
and  a  cough.  In  cafes  where  the  external 
difeafe  has  been  removed,  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  of  dlfordered  refpiration  take  place,  and 
the  patients  die  of  the  internal  dilorder,  which 
is  not  apparent  til!  the  body  is  infpedled. 
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It  has  been  a  fubje£t  of  debate  and  con¬ 
federation,  whether  the  difeafe  of  the  abforb- 
ent  glands,  which  takes  place  in  carcinoma, 
be  the  effeft  of  the  ftimulus  of  matter  im¬ 
bibed  by  thofe  veffels  from  the  original  dif¬ 
eafe,  or  of  irritation  propagated  along  them. 
The  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  no  poifon  is 
imbibed  is,  that  if  it  were  conveyed  into  the 
blood,  it  would  produce  general  difeafe  in  the 
conftitution ;  but  no  more  fever  or  general 
diforder  is  found  to  exift  in  carcinoma  than 
what  would  naturally  be  produced  by  the 
irritation  which  the  affefled  parts  occafion.  It 
does  not  feem  eflentlal  to  my  prefent  defign  to 
difeufs  this  fubje£t;  at  length  :  it  is  however 
right  to  obferve,  that  we  fcarcely  ever  fee  glands 
difeafed  out  of  the  courfe  which  the  abforbed 
matter  would  naturally  take,  though  they  are 
affeded  In  this  manner  In  difeafes  which  can 
be  propagated  fimply  by  irritation.  When  the 
glands  of  the  axilla  are  obftrud:ed  by  difeafe, 
the  abforbed  matter  will  pafs  by  anaftomofing  ^ 
channels,  into  the  internal  mammary  ab-- 
forbents,  and  if  occafionally  one  or  two  gland 
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In  the  neck  are  found  difeafed,  they  may  be¬ 
come  affedled  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the 
fluids  being  obliged  to  take  a  circuitous  route. 
It  may  be  proper  to  enquire,  whether  thofe  tu¬ 
mours,  which  arife  in  the  circumference  of  car¬ 
cinoma,  are  not  caufed  by  the  abforbed  matter 
being  made  to  flop  for  a  time  in  the  veflfels, 
and  thus  to  aiford  that  irritation  which  in¬ 
duces  difeafe  in  them  and  the  contiguous 
parts  ? 

The  difficulty  of  breathing  and  cough 
which  generally  occur  In  the  laft  ftages  of 
carcinoma,  have  been  faid  to  arife  from  the 
difeafe  in  the  glands  on  the  infide  of  the 
thorax.  I  have  never  feen  them  fo  greatly 
difeafed,  as  to  appear  adequate  to  this  effed:. 
I  once  thought  they  might  contribute  to  it  by 
preffing  on  the  nerves,  where  they  enter  the 
thorax :  of  late  I  have  fcarcely  doubted 
but  that  the  difturbed  ftate  of  refpiration  has 
arifen  from  an  affcdion  of  the  liver,  which 
almoft  conftantly  occurs  In  the  laft  ftages  of 
carcinoma. 
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There  is  another  circuniftance  in  the  hiftory 
of  cancer  which  deferves  attention  and  invefti- 
gation  ;  that  Is,  Whether  a  difeafe  not  origi¬ 
nally  cancerous  can  become  fo  in  its  progrefs? 
We  can  only  form  our  opinions  on  this  fub- 
jed  from  analogy  and  obfervation.  Analogy 
leads  us  to  believe,  that  fuch  an  alteration  in 
the  difeafed  adions  may  readily  take  place. 
Venereal  buboes  often  change  their  nature 
after  the  adminlhration  of  mercury,  and  be¬ 
come  troublefome  fores,  to  which  that  medi¬ 
cine  is  rather  detrimental  than  beneficial. 
Injuries  induce  inflammation  and  enlargement 
of  parts,  which  afterwards  degenerate  into 
fcrofulous  difeafes.  But,  though  analogy 
feems  fo  ftrongly  to  favour  the  opinon,  I  can¬ 
not  take  upon  myfelf  to  fay,  that  my  obferva- 
tions  have  confirmed  it.  When  tumours  have 
been  removed,  the  hiflory  of  wdiich  corre- 
Iponded  to  that  of  cancer,  a  cancerous  ftrudure 
was  obferved  in  them ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
in  difeafes  of  an  apparently  different  nature, 
a  different  organization  has  been  found.  I 
once,  indeed,  aflifted  at  an  operation  where 
the  tumour  was  of  that  kind  which  I  have 

1 
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denominated  pancreatic  ;  and  I  heard  after¬ 
wards*  that  the  patient  died  in  the  country  of 
a  difeafe  which  w^as  reputed  cancerous.  Again, 
in  inveftlgating  this  fubjedl  it  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
marked,  and  every  furgeon  mufl:,  I  believe,  be 

\ 

famliarly  acquainted  with  this  fact,  that  many 
difeafed  tumours  remain  in  the  breafi;  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  perhaps  during  life,  without 
undergoing  any  change  in  their  nature ;  or, 
in  other  words,  without  becoming  cancerous. 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  corrcft  ideas  of  the 
ftruQure  of  carcinoma  by  words,  or  even  by 
drawings.  In  the  generality  of  inftances  the 
difeafed  part  is  peculiarly  hard,  and -there  arc 
intermixed  wdth  it  firm  whiuffi  bands,  fuch 
as  Dr.  Baillie  has  deferibed  and  reprefented 
in  his  Book  and  Plates  of  Morbid  Anatomy, 
There  is  indeed  no  other  ftriking  circujn- 
fiance,  wffiich  can  be  mentioned  as  conftantly 
claiming  attention  in  the  ftrudure  of  this 
difeafe.  Thefe  firm  whitifli  bands  fometimes 
extend  in  all  diredlions  from  the  middle  to¬ 
wards  the  circumference  of  a  carcinomatous 
tumour,  like  rays  from  a  center,  having  little 

intervening 
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intervening  matter.  Sometimes  they  inter- 
fed  it  irregularly ;  having  interpofed  between 
them  a  firm  brownifh  fubftance,  which  may 
be  fcraped  out  with  the  finger.  Sometimes  they 
form  cells  containing  a  pulpy  matter  of  various 

X 

colours  and  confiftence  ;  and  fometimes  thefc 
bands  affume  an  arborefcent  arrangement, 
ramifying  through  the  difeafed  fubftance. 

Firm  white  bands,  like  thickened  and  corn- 
pad  cellular  fubftance,  are  feen  as  the  dif- 
eafe  advances,  to  extend  thcmfelves  from  the 
original  tumour  amid  ft  the  fat  in  which  it  is 
occafionally  imbedded,  intercepting  portions 
of  fat  in  the  irregular  areolse  wdiich  they 
form.  This  appearance  led  Dr.  Adams  to 
conjedture,  that  the  fat  might  be  originally 
difeafed,  and  that  thefe  wdiite  bands  might 
be  a  thickening  of  the  cellular  fubftance, 
which  enfued  as  a  natural  confequence.  This 
circumftance  deferves  confideration  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  pradlcal  application ;  for  if,  after 
removing  a  carcinomatous  tumour,  the  fur- 
geon  attends  to  the  part  which  has  been  taken 
away,  he  will  fee  if  any  of  thefe  bands  have 

been 
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been  cut  through,  and,  confequently,  whether 
fome  of  this  difeafed  fubftance,  which  ought 
to  be  removed,  has  not  been  accidentally 
left.  This  circumftance  cannot  be  obferved 
by  looking  at  the  bleeding  furface  of  the 
wound,  but  may  be  readily  afcertained  by 
examining  the  part  which  has  been  removed. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  circumftances,  which  I 
think  fufficiently  charaderize  carcinoma,  and 
diftinguifli  it  from  other  farcomatous  tu¬ 
mours.  The  account  of  them  is  brief,  and 
much  has  been  omitted,  becaiife  it  was  not 
defigned  particularly  to  dlfcufs  the  fubjed  of 
carcinoma,  but  merely  to  point  out  its  dif- 
tinguiihing  charadervS.  I  now  proceed  to 
fpeak  of  difeafes  refembling  cancer ;  though, 
in  fo  doing,  I  thall  digrefs  a  little  from 
the  principal  iubjed  of  this  paper,  that 
is,  to  defciibe  the  diftlRguifliable  kinds 
of  farcomatous  tumours,  and  give  their 
hiftory. 

According  to  the  preceding  account,  car¬ 
cinoma  begins  in  a  fmall  feirrhus,  which 

gradually 
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gradually  enlarges  and  afterwards  ulcerates^ 
It  does  fo  in  the  breaft,  lip,  tongue,  and  cer* 
vix  uteri  ;  yet  it  may  be  enquired  if  it  does 
fo  In  every  inflance.  Parts  fometimes  fuper- 
ficlally  ulcerate  at  firfl;,  and  afterwards  acquire 
furrounding  hardnefs,  and  ilrikingly  refemble 
carcinoma,  if  they  do  not  ftrlftly  deferve  that 
name.  This  is  the  way  in  which  fome  dlfeafes 
proceed,  w^hich  occur  near  the  fide  of  the 
nofe  or  eye,  and  which  gradually  deftroy  the 
parts  In  which  they  are  fituated,  and  cannot 
be  cured  by  any  mode  of  local  or  general ' 
treatment.  'The  intelligent  reader  will  not 
fufped;  me  of  confounding  thefe  more  malig¬ 
nant  difeafes  with  the  herpes  exedens  nafi, 
in  which  the  morbid  adlions  gradually  ceafe, 
and  the  firfl  affedted  parts  get  well  whilft 

the  furrounding  parts  become  difeafed. 

/ 

Here  fome  additional  difcrlminating  clr- 
cumftances  feem  to  be  wanted,  by  which  we 
may  diftinguiili  between  thefe  ulcers  and 
common  carcinoma.  I  have  never  remarked, 
that  fuch  ulcers  have  afieded  the  abforbent 
glands,  though  I  do  not  feel  aimred  that  this 


occurrence 
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occurrence  never  takes  place.  It  therefore 
remains  to  be  determined  by  future  cafes^ 
how  far  this  circumftance  may  enable  us  to 
decide  on  the  nature  of  thefe  difeafes.  I 
fhall  next  relate  the  principal  circumftances 
of  a  remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind  of  difeafe, 
which  will  ferve  to  elucidate  the  fubjea,  and 
alfo  to  exhibit  a  fpecimen  of  the  difeafes  to 
which  I  allude. 


CASE. 


A  man  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo-^ 
mew  s  Hofpital  with  a  tumour  beneath  the 
jaw,  having  a  great  degree  of  furrounding 
liardnefs,  and  containing  three  cells,  like  thofb 
of  carcinomatous  tumours.  The  hiftory 
which  he  gave  of  the  difeafe  was  very  cii- 
lious  :  he  faid  that  a  rednefs  took  place  fuper- 
ficially  in  the  fivin,  wTich  gathered  and  burfl, 
and  difeharged  good  matter ;  that  the  open^ 
ing  enlarged,  and  the  furrounding  parts  in-' 
duiated,  and  tnus  prouuced  an  appearance 
like  a  cell  in  a  carcinomatous  tumour  p  then, 

another 
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another  portion  of  ikin  became  difeafed  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  confequences, 
till,  by  degrees,  the  general  tumour  had  ac¬ 
quired  its  prefent  magnitude.  To  the  truth 
of  this  account  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
bearing  teftimony;  for  this  occurrence  took 
place  twice  in  fucceffion  during  his  refidence 
in  the  Hofpltal  ^  and  thus  two  more  cells 
were  added  to  the  general  mafs.  The  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  fkin,  and  the  fuppuration, 
which  was  healthy  in  appearance,  took  place 
beneath  the  tumour,  and  made  it  reach  almoft 
as  low  as  the  fternum.  As  the  patient’s 
health  had  confiderably  declined  by  the  irri¬ 
tation  of  the  conftitution  which  this  dlfeafe 
kept  up,  and  as  no  amendment  of  the  difeafe 
had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  the  appli¬ 
cations  or  medicines  which  were  employed, 
he  left  the  Hofpital,  and  went  into  the 
country. 

Difeafes  alfo,  which  ftrikingly  refemble 
carcinoma  in  appearance,  torm  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner.  An  ,  enlarged  lymphatic 

gland  fliall  gradually  become  foft,  and  contain 

a  fluid. 
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a  fluid.  -In  this  ftate  it  ulcerates  or  is  opened ; 
but  inftead  of  fubfiding,  it  inflames ;  the 
furrounding  parts  become  indurated ;  the 
integuments  acquire  a  dulky  hue  ;  the  open¬ 
ing  and  cavity  enlarge,  and  alTume  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  cyft,  from  the  fides  of  which 
fungus  ariies,  and  turns  over  the  everted 
edges  of  the  opening.  I  have  alfo  feen,  after 
the  burfting  of  an  encyfted  tumour  the  fur¬ 
rounding  parts  indurate,  and  throw  out  a 
fungus,  forming  a  difeafe  appearing  like  can¬ 
cer,  and  which  could  not  be  cured. 

Are  fuch  difeafes  as  I  have  here  defcribed 
to  be  accounted  carcinomatous  ?  if  not,  What 
are  the  charadfers  which  difcriminate  between 
them  and  carcinoma  ?  As  I  have  no  precife 
01  fatisfaflory  information  to  communicate. 

I  forbear  to  fay  any  thing  on  the  fubjedl. 

There  are  tumours,  the  ftrudure  of  which 
may  not  correfpond  with  any  of  the  defcrip- 
tions  that  I  have  given.  I  feel,  however,  un¬ 
able,  from  my  own  obfervations,  to  depidl 
any  other  fpecies.  It  feems  to  me,  that  thefe 

^  -  dUeafes 
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difeafes  refemble  colours  In  this  refped:,  that 
a  few  of  the  primary  ones  only  can  be  dlfcri- 
mlnated  and  expreffed,  whilft  the  Intermediate 
{hades,  though  diftingulfhable  by  clofe  at¬ 
tention  and  comparative  obfervatlon,  do 
not  admit  of  defcriptlon  or  denomination. 
There  are  fmgle  tumours,  In  the  compo- 
fitlon  of  which  feveral  of  the  above-defcribed 
flruTures  may  be  found,  and,  perhaps,  fome 
part  of  which  may  not  correfpond  to  any  de¬ 
fcriptlon  that  has  been  given.  If,  however, 
the  hiftory  of  thefe  diffimllar  difeafes,  which 
appear  In  the  form  of  tumours,  was  accu¬ 
rately  recorded,  and  their  ftrudure  noted, 
we  might  perhaps  from  the  former  be  led  to 
judge  of  the  latter  ;  and  thus  attain  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Intrinfic  nature  of  the  difeafc 
which  would  enable  us  to  adt  rightly  in 

Encyjled  ‘Tumours, 

In  the  clafs  of  local  difeafes,  and  m  the 
order  of  tumours,  cuftorn  feems  to  have 
placed  the  genus  of  Encyfted  Tumours,  next 

to 


OF  TUMOURS. 


85 


to  thofe  of  the  farcomatous  kind.  The  ar¬ 
rangement  Indeed  appears  proper ;  for  they 
are  fo  allied  in  appearance,  and  in  the  fen- 
fation  which  they  impart  on  examination, 
that  they  are  not  unfrequently  miftaken  for 
each  other ;  and  yet,  in  general,  the  encyfted 
tumours  have  fufficlently  diftlnguifhing  cha¬ 
racters,  to  enable  a  furgeon  to  determine  their 
nature  prior  to  the  performance  of  an  opera¬ 
tion.  The  difcriminating  characters  are, — a 
regularity  of  furface  and  fhape,  and  a  pulpi- 
nefs  to  the  touch.  Yet  moft  furgeons  will, 
I  believe,  acknowledge,  that  they  have  feen 
tumours  difperfed,  which  they  have  taken  for 
wens;  and  have  even,  when  they  have  re¬ 
moved  them  under  that  belief,  difcovered  the 

difeafe  to  have  been  a  foft  regularly  fliaped 

« 

farcoma,  and  not  a  cyft  containing  a  pulpy 
fubftance. 

RefpeCtlng  the  flruCture  of  encyfted  tu¬ 
mours  I  have  nothing  to  remark,  but  what 
is,  I  believe,  generally  known.  The  cyfts 
moft  frequently  are  compofed  of  many  la¬ 
mellae,  which  are  fornetirnes  fo  compacted,  as 

G  3  to 
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to  be  fcarcely  diftingulfhable.  Thefe  cyfia 
vary  confiderably  in  thicknefs  ;  being  feme- 
times  very  thick  and  tough,  and  at  others  e:^- 
tremely  thin  and  tender.  They  fometimes 
mod  tenacioully  adhere  to  the  contiguous 
parts,  fo  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  feparate 
thePxi ;  and,  at  others,  they  arefo  loofely  con- 
nested,  that,  when  an  incifion  is  made  which 
lays  bare  the  cyft,  the  whole  tumour  darts 
out  without  any  difle(3:ion. 

That  the  interior  furface  fecretes  the  con-^ 
tents  formed  in  the  cyft,  is  in  my  opinion 
indifputable.  That  it  is  a  fecreting  furface 
I  believe  ;  becaufe,  when  a  wen  has  fponta- 
neouily  opened  by  ulceration,  I  have  feen  the 
cyft  produce  granulations  from  its  furface. 
When  ailb,  the  front  of  the  bag  has  alone 
been  taken  away,  and  the  Qcin  clofed  over  the 
back  of  it,  an  union  lakes  place  betw^een  the 
fkin  and  cyft.  When  alfo  a  wen  has  burft, 
or  has  been  pimdured,  fo  that  a  fmall  aper¬ 
ture  has  been  left  In  It,  I  have  feen  the  cyft  fill 
repeatedly  by  a  fecretion  of  the  fame  nature, 
but  more  fluid  than  the  contents  which  were 

at 
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at  firft  found  In  It,  and  which  has  occalionally 

been  expreffed  from  the  aperture. 

* 

\ 

Some  notions  have  of  late  been  entertained, 
that  ihefe  cyfts  may  be  of  the  nature  of  hy¬ 
datids;  it  may  not,  therefore,  be  improper,  in 
order  to  enable  the  reader  to  form  his  own 

.“V 

judgment  on  this  fiibjed:,  to  mention  the 
following  cafe. 

A  gentleman  had  a  wen  in  his  cheek, 
which  fpontaneoufly  burft,  and  on  which 
Mr.  Hunter  tried  various  ftimulating  means 
to  induce  the  cyft  to  granulate  or  adhere,  fo 
that  no  further  colledion  might  enfue.  His 
endeavours,  however,  were  unavailing  ;  for, 
after  the  opening  clofed,  the  cavity  of  the  cyft 
filled  again,  and  the  wen  was  as  complete  as 
before,  and  had  increafed  in  magnitude.  It 
was  fituated  unfavourably  for  removal,  and 
the  patient  was  averfe  to  an  operation.  It 
lay  fo  deeply  on  the  buccinator  mufcle,  as  to 
be  as  perceptible  from  the  mouth  as  on  the 
cheek;  and  there  was  a  great  rilk  of  dividing 
the  parotid  dud:,  in  an*  operation  undertaken 
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for  the  removal  of  the  tumour.  The  de¬ 
formity  which  the  wen  occafioned,  was,  how¬ 
ever,  conhderable,  and  the  patient  was  very 
defirous  of  having  the  tumour  letleucd, 
though  very  averfe  to  having  it  extirpated. 
Ke  had  for  this  purpoie  uied  frJt  and  water, 
w'hich  made  the  (kin  Inflame.  Having  con- 
fulted  me,  I  told  him  that  if  flimulating  ap¬ 
plications  were  to  do  good,  they  could  only 
efi'edl;  it  by  caufing  the  fkin  to  ulcerate,  aiid 
the  contents  of  the  wen  to  be  difcharged,  as 
had  iormerly  happened  ;  all  which  might  be 
accomplilhed  in  a  more  diredl,  and  lefs  teazing 
manner,  by  pricking  the  bag  with  a 

lancet,  and  fqueezing  out  its  contents,  I 
thought  it  alfo  probable,  that  the  fmall 
wound  vrould  heal,  and  that  the  operation 
might  be  occafionally  repeated.  The  patient 
was  pleafed  with  the  propofal,  and  it  vras  put 
in  execution.  The  contents  were  of  the  con- 
fiftence  which  is  termed  meliceritous,  and 
had  a  peculiar  odour.  No  inflammation  en- 
fued,  and  the  wound  healed  ;  but,  after  a 
little  time,  it  opened  again,  and  gave  dif- 
charge  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  watery  liquor, 

of 
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of  precifely  the  fame  odour  as  the  original 
contents,  and  the  little  pundure  again  clofed 
up.  From  that  time  to  the  prefent,  which  is 
now  forae  years,  the  wound  has  occafionally 
opened,  difcharging  a  fmall  quantity  of  fome- 
tirnes  a  more  fluid,  fometimes  a  more  meli- 
centous  iubflance ;  and,  after  this  difcharge, 
the  aperture  clofes  up.  This  circumftance 
occurs  but  feldom  ;  perhaps  every  fecond  or 
third  month.  The  aperture  is  fo  flnall  as  not 
to  be  difcernible ;  no  p^aifter  is  worn  upon 
It,  and  the  patient  has  got  rid  of  a  confiderable 
deformity,  upon  what  he  thinks  very  eafy 
and  fatisfadlory  terms. 

I  have  heard  that  wens  have  been  treated 
in  the  following  manner :  they  have  been 
jjficked  in  various  parts  of  their  furface  with 
a  needle,  and  the  contents  exprelTed,  fo  that 
the  neceflity  for  a  more  ferious  operation  has 
been  prevented. 

Thefe  circum fiances  are  mentioned  to  II- 
luftrate  the  functions  of  ^the  cyfls  of  thefe 
tumours;  and  to  fhew  what  may  be  done  in 

fome 
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fome  cafes,  as  a  palliation  of  thefe  difeafes* 
It  is  not,  however,  meant  to  recommend  fuch 
pradice ;  for,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be 
ftiewn  afterwards,  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
tamper  with  encyfted  tumours  5  and,  indeed, 
I  fhould  not  have  ventured  on  this  palliative 
mode  of  treatment,  in  the  cafe  related,  had  I 
not  known  from  the  elFeds  of  the  former 
condud,  which  had  been  purfued,  that  the 
cyft  arid  contiguous  parts  wTre  of  an  indolent 
nature,  and  not  difpofed  to  read  in  confe- 
quence  of  violence  done  to  them. 

The  contents  of  encyfted  tumours  have 
been  denominated  from  their  confiftence, 
fteatomatous,  atheromatous,  and  meliceri- 
tous.  To  this  ancient  diftindion  muft  be 
added  another  :  the  cyft  fometimes  fecretes  tv 
fubftauce  like  nail  or  horn  ;  which  is  pro¬ 
truded  when  the  fkin  ulcerates,  hardens,  and 
is  piifned  forwards  in  proportion  as  the  cyft 
fecretes  more  of  this  fubftance,  fo  as  to  ap¬ 
pear  like  horns  ;  as  has  been  fliewn  by  Mr. 
Home  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions. 

There 
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There  is  yet  another  curious  circumftancc 
to  be  noticed  with  relation  to  cyfts  ;  which  is, 
that  they  have  fometimes  hairs  growing  from 
their  Interior  furface.  This  is  the  cafe  of  thole 

cyfts  which  are  not  unfrequently  met  with 
in  the  ovary 

But  though  the  cyfts  of  encyfted  tumours 
muft  be  confidered  as  poflefting  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  other  parts,  and  as  fecretlng  and  ab- 
forbing  furfaces ;  yet  their  veftcls  are  pro¬ 
bably  very  minute,  and  not  endued  with  a 
degree  of  ftrength  adequate  to  the  ordinary 
repaiation  of  injury.  If  they  produce  granu¬ 
lations  they  are  flabby,  and  not  difpofed  to 
heal. 

It  is  no  uncommon  circumftance  to  meet 
wdth  wens,  that  have  burft  fpontaneoufly,  and 
have  thrown  out  a  fungus,  which,  like  a  fo¬ 
reign  body,  prevents  the  furrounding  integu¬ 
ments  from  healing. 

Some  of  the  tubercles  v;'Iiich  occur  in  the  vifcera  feem 
to  be  formed  by  the  depofition  of  various  kinds  of  fubftances 
from  the  furface  of  a  cyft,  which  appears  to  be  the  firfl 
formed  and  moft  cflential  part  of  the  difeafe, 
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Moft  parts  that  are  weak,  are  Irritable  when 
excited,  and  apf  to  affume  difeafed  adions. 
This  frequently  happens  In  a  ftrlking  manner 
in  the  cyfts  of  thefe  tumours ;  and  as,  per¬ 
haps,  furgeons  are  not  fufficlently  apprized 
of  the  bad  confequenccs  fometimes  occurring 
from  the  inflammation  of  wens,  and  as  It  Is 
proper  to  fhew  the  danger  of  irritating  thefe 
difeafes,  I  fhall  relate  a  few  cafes  to  illuftrate 
this  fad, 

A  woman,  about  forty  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital, 
with  a  frightful  fungus  growing  on  the  front 
of  the  belly,  below,  and  to  the  right  of  the 
navel.  She  had  :3een  a  healthy  lufty  woman, 
but  was  greatly  deranged  in  health  by  the 
pain  and  irritation  which  this  had  occafioned. 
She  defcribed  it  as  being  a  wen  , which  had 
bur  ft,  and  her  account  was  afterwards  verified 
by  difledion.  The  fungus  bled,  and  ftie 
could  fcarcely  bear  the  fofteft  drefllngs  to  be 
applied  to  the  part.  Nothing  mitigated  her 
fufterings  fo  much  as  lint  dipt  in  a  folution 
of  opium,  and  kept  moift  by  very  frequently 

6  fqueezing 
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fqueezlng  on  It,  from  a  fponge,  a  fufBcIent 
quantity  of  the  folution.  Nothing  allayed 
the  conftitutlonal  irritation  but  large  dofes  of 
opium.  She  died  exhaufted  in  the  courfe 
of  a  fortnight. 

I  removed  the  cyft  from  off  the  aponeu- 
rofis  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle,  where 
it  covers  the  rcdlus,  leaving  the  tendinous 
expanfion  quite  clean  and  unaffeded.  The 
cyft  had  ulcerated  in  two  fmall  places,  fo  that 
the  fungus  which  it  contained  was  vifible 
from  behind. 

A  man  between  forty  and  fitfy  years  ol^ 
age,  who  was  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital, 
had  a  wen  on  his  back,  which  ulcerated,  dif- 
charged  an  atheromatous  fubftance,  and  after¬ 
wards  inflamed,  and  threw  out  a  fungus. 
Extenfive  eryfipelatous  inflammation  took 
place  in  the  furrounding  integuments,  and  his 
con  flit ution  was  greatly  deranged  by  irrita- 
tion  and  fever.  Vv'hen  he  was  almoft  ex¬ 
haufted  by  thefe  circumftances,  and  before 
any  local  amendment  had  taken  place,  an¬ 
other 
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Other  wen  of  the  fame  nature,  which  he  had 
on  his  right  thigh,  ulcerated,  and  was  followed 
by  the  fame  confequences,  and,  conjointly, 
they  foon  deftroyed  him. 

A  gentleman,  of  a  ftout  make,  and  about 

forty  years  of  age,  had  a  tumour,  fuppofed  to 

be  farcomatous,  which  had  formed  beneath 

the  integuments  on  the  lower  edge  of  the 

pectoral  mufcle.  It  was  attended  with  fevere 

pain  occafionally,  at  which  time  it  rapidly 

increafed  In  fize,  and  produced  a  great  deal 
( 

of  fever  and  irritation*,  which  made  him  look 
very  fickly,  and  grow  very  thin,  and  caufed 
fome  perfons  to  deem  the  difeafe  cancerous. 

When  the  tumour  had  acquired  a  magni¬ 
tude  of  about  four  inches  In  length,  and  three 


*  Circumfliances  like  thefe  iliould,  I  think,  be  particularly 
attended  to  in  the  hiftory  of  tumours ;  for  they  may  ferve, 
perhaps,  to  characterize  the  difeafe  in  which  they  occur. 
Tumours  of  an  innocent  nature  commonly  increafe  in  an 
equal  ratio,  and  do  not  excite  Irritation  In  the  contiguous 
parts,  or  in  the  conftituticn.  Yet  this,  as  a  general  rule,  lias 
exceptions.  Some  of  which  have  been  hated  under  the 
head  of  pancreatic  farcema,  occurring  in  or  about  the 
mammary  gland. 
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in  breadth  and  depth,  he  fubmitted  to  its  re^ 
moval ;  the  integuments  were  divided  and 
turned  back,  and  the  tumour  difledted  off  the 
furface,  and,  in  fome  degree,  from  under  the 
edge  of  the  pedoral  mufcle. 

,  When  the  tumour  was  examined,  it  was 
found  to  be  compofed  of  a  fteatomatous  fub- 
ftance,  contained  in  a  thin  capfule.  The  fub- 
rtance  refembled  that  which  I  have  deferibed 
as  being  fometimes  found  in  cells  in  the  teftis, 
or  Intermixed  with  the  difeafed  organization 
of  that  part.  It  was  firm,  and  refembled 
cheefe  in  its  yellow  colour  and  undtuous 
appearance;  but  it  was  not  uudtuous  to  the 
touch. 

The  wound  made  in  the  operation  foon 

healed,  and  the  patient’s  health  was  reftored 

to  as  good,  or  feemingly  a  better  ftate  than 

before  the  formation  of  this  difeafe.  He  alfo 

regained  his  ufual  athletic  form.  But  in  lefs 

than  three  months  after  his  recovery,  two 

♦  '' 

new  tumours  formed,  one  above,  and  the 
other  below  the  cicatrix  of  the  wound.  The 

patient 
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patient  did  not  particularly  attend  to  them 
till  they  had  attained  a  fize  equal  to  that  of 
a  lafge  walnut.  To  diffedf  out  both  thefe 
tumours,  and  make  fo  free  a  removal  of  parts 
as  to  render  it  probable  that  no  new  growth 
would  eniue,  feemed  to  be  a  very  formidable 
Operation  ;  and,  as  the  nature  of  the  former 
tumour  was  known,  and  it  was  fuppofed  that 
thefe  were  of  the  fame  nature,  it  was  agreed 
to  pundture  the  upper  one,  to  exprefs  the 
contents,  and  await  the  event.  This  was 
done  by  a  pundlure  of  half  an  inch  in  length, 
made  by  an  abfcels  lancet.  The  contents 
w^ere  exadlly  like  thofe  of  the  original  tu¬ 
mour.  Vehement  eryfipelatous  or  irritative 
inflammation  took  place,  and  floughing  about 
the  difeafed  part :  the  inflammation  rapidly 
extended  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  thorax, 
and  then  down  the  Integuments  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  to  the  groin.  The  derangement  of 
the  conftltution  was  as  violent  as  the  local 
difeafe,  and  in  about  a  week  the  patient  died. 


Thefe  cafes  are  related  to  (hew  the  danger 

of  irritating  wens,  either  of  an  irritable  nature, 

or 
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br  occurring  in  Irritable  habits  ;  and  becaufe 
I  have  not  met  with  fach  cafes  defcribed  In 
books  In  a  manner  adequate  to  the  Importance 
of  the  fubjeft. 

It  deferves  to  be  noticed  In  this  brief  ac^ 
count  of  encyfled  tumours,  that  the  dlfpofitlon 
to  form  wens  prevails  frequently  In  many 
parts  of  the  body  at  the  fame  time.  It  is  not 
very  uncommon  to  fee  many,  even  twenty  or 
thirty  wens  alike  in  their  ftrufture  and  con¬ 
tents  in  various  parts  of  the  fame  fubje<9:. 
Nay,  the  dlfpofitlon  feems  fometimes  to  be 
hereditary,  and  tranfmitted  from  parents  to 
their  children^ 

The  fubjedl  would  appear  to  me  to  be  In*- 
complete,  were  I  not  to  notice  the  formation 
of  cavities,  containing  different  fubftances, 
and  which  can  neither  be  accounted  encyfled 
tumours,  nor  abfceffes.  The  cyfts  are  like  the 
cyfts  of  abfceffes ;  they  are  fecreting  furfaces, 
not  regular  in  fhape,  but  varying  according 
to  the  form  of  the  parts,  amongft  which  they 
are  produced.  They  adhere  alfo,  like  the 
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fides  of  abfceffes,  to  the  circumjacent  partS5 
and  are  not  eafily  feparable  from  them  like 
the  cyfts  of  wens.  Thefe  cyfts  fometimes 
contain  a  kind  of  ferum  andi  hydatids,  like  the 
cyfts  formed  in  the  liver,  and  other  vifcera. 
Sometimes  they  contain  a  number  of  granular 
fubftances  of  a  white  colour,  having  a  po- 
lifhed  furface,  and  generally  an  oval  figure. 
They  refemble  pearl  barley,  but  the  granules 
are  generally  fmaller.  I  have  feen  the  cyfts 
containing  hydatids,  In  the  back  and  about 
the  hip.  I  never  met  with  any  containing 
thefe  granular  bodies  but  about  the  hip,  and, 
in  the  thecae  of  tendons,  I  have  therefore  con- 
je£tured  that  thofe  near  the  hip  might  have 
been  originally  formed  in  the  burfa  mucofa  of 
the  great  gluteal  mufcle. 

The  majority  of  thefe  cafes,  which  I  have 
feen,  have  ultimately,  but  very  flowly,  done 
well.  However  fome  cyfts,  upon  becoming 
open,  produce  great  and  fatal  irritation  In  the 
contiguous  parts.  Sometimes  cyfts,  as  Mr. 
Hey  has  lately  remarked,  produce  that  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  which  he  has  called  fungus  hsema- 
toides.  Of  this  circumftance,  as  it  appertains 
to  the  prefent  fubjed:,  I  fliall  relate  an  in- 
ftance  ;  but  to  fpeak  more  largely  of  it  would 
be  deviating  from  the  plan  of  this  paper,  and 
would  be  unneceflary,  as  the  numerous  and 
accurate  cafes  which  Mr.  Hey  has  related, 
fhew  that  this  difeafe  may  exift  without  being 
conneded  with  cyfts. 

A  girl  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  who  was 
In  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  had  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  fluid  under  the  triceps  extenfor  cubiti 
near  to  the  olecranon.  When  I  firft:  faw  it,  it 
was  not  larger  than  a  pullet’s  egg,  but  it  in- 
creafed,  notwithftanding  the  means  which 
were  employed  to  difcufs  it  ;  and,  in  about 
twelve  months,  it  prefented  itfelf  beneath  the 
integuments  on  the  outfide  of  the  arm,  in  the 
fpace  between  the  extenfor  and  flexor  rnuf- 
cles,  a  little  above  the  elbow.  Upon  com- 
preflTmg  the  projeding  integuments,  an  agita¬ 
tion  of  fluid  was  felt  beneath  the  triceps 
mufcie  in  the  infide  of  the  arm,  and  the  col- 
ledion  feemed  to  extend  high  up  on  the  back 
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part  of  the  os  bfachll.  As  the  parts  con-* 
talning  the  fluid  feemed  more  dlfpofed  to 
increafe  in  dimenfions,  than  to  give  way  and 
difcharge  their  contents,  the  colledion  was 
opened  where  it  pointed,  and  a  quantity  of 
ferum  was  difcharged.  On  Introducing  the 
finger,  fome  ftrata  of  coagulated  blood  came 
away,  and  this  was  fucceeded  by  fo  great 
an  haemorrhage,  that  it  became  neceifary  to 
enlarge  the  wound,  in  order  to  fearch  for  the 
bleeding  veffels.  In  proportion  as  this  was 
done,  and  more  coagulated  blood  was  de¬ 
tached  from  the  fides  of  the  cyft,  which  had 
contained  both  it  and  the  ferum,  the  hemor¬ 
rhage  increafed,  and  the  blood  flowed  fo  pro- 
fufely  from  fo  many  and  fuch  large  arteries, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  controul  its  efflifion. 
Amputation  feemed  unavoidable,  and  was 
performed  as  high  up  as  poflible,  but  not 
clearly  above  the  cyft,  fome  part  of  which 
remained  amongft  the  mufcles  of  the  ftump. 

On  examining  the  amputated  limb,  a  thick 
and  firm  ftratum  of  coagulated  blood  was 
found  adhering  to  the  fides  of  a  cyft,  which 
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extended  from  a  little  ^bove  the  obecranon, 
where  it  was  large,  to  nearly  the  upper  part 
of  the  os  brachii,  where  It  gradually  tapered 
to  a  fmall  fize.  The  upper  part  of  the  cyft 
was  cut  off  from  the  reft  by  the  amputating 
knife,  and  of  courfe  remained  upon  the  ftump. 
At  firft,  the  ftump  appeared  to  do  well,  but 
fhortly  after  the  fides  of  the  wound  feparated, 

confiderable  Inflammation  came  on,  and  a 
fungus  was  thru  ft  forth.  Great  fever  and 

irritation  accompanied  this  local  diforder,  and 
the  girl  died. 

The  treatment  of  eneyfted  tumours  re^ 
fembles  that  of  the  farcomatous  kind.  By  ab- 
ftra£tmg  blood  and  heat  from  the  part  it  is 
probable  the  growth  of  them  will  be  flopped, 
and  the  difeafe  made  for  a  time  ftationary. 
They  are  not  likely  to  be  difperfed  ;  and,  as 
the  magnitude  is  increafed  by  delay,  and  the 
fpontaneous  opening  of  the  cyft  generally 
leaves  a  vexatious  and  intractable  fore,  and 
fometimes  is  attended  with  more  dangerous 
confequences,  the  early  removal  of  the  dif- 

H  3  cafe 
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eafe  Is  the  bed  practical  conduit  that  can  be 
purfued. 

Another  genus  of  tumours  is  the  offeous. 
Thofe  which  hang  pendulous  into  joints  are 
fometimes  bony.  .  OfTeous  tumours  alfo 
form,  though  not  frequently,  in  other  parts : 
of  this  circumftance  1  fball  relate  the  follow¬ 
ing  Inftance.  A  woman  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  with  a  hard 
tumour  in  the  ham.  It  was  about  four 
inches  in  length  and  three  in  breadth.  She 
had  alfo  a  tumour  on  the  front  of  the  thigh 
.  a  little  above  the  patella,  of  leffer  fize  and 
hardnefs.  The  tumour  in  the  ham,  by  Its 
prelTure  on  the  nerves  and  velTels,  had 
greatly  benumbed  the  fenfibillty,  and  ob- 
ftrudted  the  circulation  of  the  leg,  fo  that  it 
was  very  crdematous.  As  it  appeared  im- 
poffible  to  remove  this  tumour,  and,  as  its 
origin  and  conneillons  were  unknown,  am¬ 
putation  was  refolved  on.  On  examining 
the  amputated  limb,  the  tumour  in  the  ham 
could  only  be  divided  by  a  faw ;  feveral  flices 


were 
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were  taken  out  of  It  by  this  means,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  confift  of  coagulable  and  vafcular 
fubftance,  In  the  Interftlces  of  which  a  great 
deal  of  bony  matter  was  depofited.  The 
remainder  of  the  tumour  was  macerated  and 
dried,  and  It. appears  to  be  formed  of  an  Irre^ 
gular  and  compact  depofitlon  of  the  earth  of 
bone.  The  tumour  on  the  front  of  the  thigh 
was  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  In  the  ham  ; 
but  containing  fo  little  lime,  that  it  could  be 
cut  with  a  knife.  The  thigh-bone  was  not  at  all 
difeafed  ;  which  is  mentioned,  becaufe,  when 
bony  matter  Is  depofited  in  a  limb.  It  gene¬ 
rally  arifes  from  a  difeafe  of  the  bone.  This 
cafe,  however,  fiiews  that  the  veffels  of  a 
tumour  may  fecrete  phofphate  of  lime,  and 
convert  it  into  an  oflhous  fubfiance,  without 
any  manifeft  caufe  exifting  to  excite  fuch 
bffific  Inflammation. 

Vafcular  tumours  alfo  may  doubtlefs  be¬ 
come  converted  into  a  fubftance  refembling 
cartilage  like  thofe  found  in  joints  ;  and  their 
hafdnefs  might  then  exclude  them  from  the 
genus  farcoma.  I  have  not  however  met 
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•with  fuch  Inftances,  though  it  is  not  very 
uncommon  to  find  a  fubftance  refembling 
cartilage  intermixed  with  the  other  vafcular 
fubftance  of  a  farcocele  of  the  teftis. 

The  difeafes  which  I  have  been  defcribing 
may  be  confidered  as  edifices  which  are  built 
up  by  difeafed  adtions,  and  in  which  thofe 
difeafed  adtions  continue  to  refide.  The 
adfions  themfelves  do  not  admit  of  examina¬ 
tion,  though  the  ftrudtures  do.  which  they 
eredt.  Therefore  as  Dr.  Baillie  has  obferved, 
it  Is  by  an  examination  of  difeafed  ftrudture 
that  we  muft  be  flowly  led  to  a  knowledge  of 
difeafed  adlions.  It  does  not  follow  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  confequence,  that  fimilar  difeafed  adlions 
will,  in  every  inftance,  produce  precifely  the 
fame  difeafed  ftrudlure  ;  though  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  will  do  fo  in  general.  This 
obfervation  would  diininifh  our  furprize  if,  in 
fpme  rare  inftances,  we  found  cancer  exifting 
where  a  cancerous  ftru^ure  was  not  ftrikingly 
manifeft ;  or  if,  in  others,  a  ftrudlure  like 
that  of  cancer,  was  obferved  where  no  can¬ 
cerous  adlions  were  apparent.  The  fcirrhus 
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tumours,  which  form  beneath  the  peritoneal 
covering  or  lining  of  the  uterus,  have  fome- 
thing  of  the  ftrudlure  of  cancer,  and  yet  they 
are  not  cancerous.  In  all  cafes  where  tu¬ 
mours  are  formed  we  mufl  fuppofe  an  in- 
creafe,  and,  in  fome  degree,  a  difordered 
aiftion  of  the  veflels  which  form  them,  but, 
in  many,  thefe  a£tions  poffefs  but -little  dif- 
eafed  peculiarity.  As  in  every  cafe  of  growth, 
in  the  re-produ£tion  of  deftroyed  parts,  the 
gelatinous  fubftance  of  the  blood  is  firft  depo- 
fited,  and  afterwards  rendered  vafcular,  there¬ 
fore  I  have  confidered  a  tumour  formed  in  this 
manner  as  one  of  the  moft  fimple  kind  and 
poffeffing  the  leaft  of  difeafed  peculiarity  ; 
but  I  arn  aware  that  I  may  have  included 
under  this  general  charadler  tumours  of  eflen- 
tially  different  natures.  In  the  adipofe  far-? 
coma  there  muft  be  fome  peculiarity  in  the 
arrangement  and  adlions  of  veffels  which  form 
this  tumour  ;  but  it  muft  be  accounted  a  na¬ 
tural  rather  than  a  morbid  peculiarity.  The 
pancreatic  farcoma,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  differed 
but  little  from  the  firft  fpecies.  It  may  be 

confidered  as  a  new  growth  charadterized 

merely 
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merely  by  tbe  peculiarity  of  its  appearance, 
in  confequence  of  its  being  feparated  into 
may  cliftind;  parts,  which  fometimes  cohere 
by  a  loofer  kind  of  texture,  and  fometimes 
are  feparated  by  a  firmer  fubftance.  The 
connedting  medium  appears  like  the  thick¬ 
ened  cellular  fubftance  of  the  part  in  which 
the  newly  organized  matter  is  formed.  In¬ 
deed  I  have  fometimes  preflTed  out  the  fepa¬ 
rated  portions  of  this  fubftance  from  the 
connedling  medium  which  environed  them. 
In  the  mammary  farcoma  I  fufpedt  fome 
difeafed  peculiarity  to  exlft,  as  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  in  fpeaking  of  that  fubjedl.  In  tbe 
tuberculated  farcoma  the  predifpofition  to 
that  difeafe  feems  general  on  the  part  of  the 
conftitution.  In  the  medullary  farcoma  the 
difeafe  Teems  local,  in  the  firft  inftance,' 
and  propagated  by  means  of  the  abforbing 
veflTels  to  their  glands,  and  frequently  in  a 
courfe  retrograde  to  that  which  the  abforbed 
fluids  would  naturally  take  ;  but  in  the  ad¬ 
vanced  ftate  of  the  'difeafe  the  morbid  dif- 
pofition  appears  to  be  general.  In  carcino¬ 
matous  farcoma  the  difeafe  appears  to  begi il¬ 
ia 
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in  a  point  or  fmall  diftrid,  and  to  extend  in 
every  diredlion,  as  rays  do  from  a  center,  af- 
fedting  every  furrounding  part  whatever  may 
be  its  nature.  The  difeafed  adtions  alfo,  though 
they  may  be  at  times  more  violent  or  more 
tranquil,  never  ceafe.  This  difeafe  is  alfo  ex¬ 
tended  through  the  medium  of  the  abforblng 
veffels  in  the  diredtion  which  the  abforbed 
matter  would  naturally  take. 


A  • 
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On  Diseases  resembling  Syphilis, 

J^JAVING  thus  ventured  again  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  Public,  I  fhall  take  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  exciting  its  attention  to  fome  cafes 
which  have  occurred  to  me  of  difeafes  refem- 
bling  Syphilis.  Mr.  Hunter,  in  his  excellent 
Treatife  on  the  Venereal  DIfeafe,  has  related 
feveral  cafes  fuppofed  to  be  of  that  nature,  and 
fome  of  which  were  certainly  not  fo,  as  they 
got  well  without  mercury  ;  but  in  the  greater 
number  the  employment  of  this  medicine 
rendered  their  nature  doubtful.  Mr.  Hunter 
alfo,  who  was  as  cautious  in  drawing  conclu^ 
fions  as  he  was  accurate  in  making  obferva- 
tions,  exprelfes  himfelf  in  many  inftances  fo 
diffidently  on  the  fubjedf,  as,  in  my  opinion, 
not  fufficiently  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  his 
readers  with  the  certainty,  importance,  and 
frequency  of  fuch  fafts.  He  concludes  his 
obfervations  by  intimating  that  undefcribed 
difeafes,  refembling  the  venereal,  are  very 
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numerous,  and  that  what  he  has  faid  Is  rather 
to  be  confidered  as  hints  for  others  to  profe- 
cute  this  inquiry  further  than  as  a  complete 
account  of  the  fubjecf.”  As  it  has  occurred 
to  me  very  frequently  to  meet  with  fuch 
cafes,  and  as  the  neceflity  for  diferiminating 
them  from  venereal  difeafes  appears  to  me  of 
the  higheft  importance,  I  fhall  profecute  the 
fubjed  by  relating  fome  unequivocal  cafes  of 
difeafes  flrlkingly  refembling  fyphilis,  and 
which,  however,  were  not  fo,  provided  It  be 
admitted  that  fyphilis  does  not  fpontaneoufly 
get  well  without  the  aid  of  medicine. 

The  neceflity  for  difcrimlnatlon  between 
thefe  difeafes  will  appear  upon  a  flight  con- 
fideratlon  of  the  fubjed.  If  a  furgeon,  who 
does  not  fee  that  extent  of  pradice  which 
occurs  in  a  metropolis,  adminifters  mercury  in 
one  of  the  difeafes  refembling  fyphilis,  he  finds 
perhaps  that  the  fymptoms  yield  flowly ; 
and  even  after  a  confiderable  and  debilitating 
courfe  of  that  medicine  they  may  recur. 
They  are  then  counteraded  by  a  ftill  more 
fevere  ufe  of  mercury  till  they  perhaps  fpon- 
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taneoufly  ceafe,  \s^hlch  may  not  happen  till  the 
patient’s  conftitution  is  fo  enfeebled,  that  if  it 
does  not  fall  into  other  ftates  of  difeafe  it  very 
flowly  regains  the  ftandard  of  health.  Such 
cafes  would  induce  the  furgeon  to  confider 
the  venereal  difeafe  as  peculiarly  difficult  of 
cure,  and  liable  to  recur  on  the  remiffion  of 
even  a  fevere  courfe  of  mercury.  The  con- 
fequence  of  this  opinion  Is,  that  he  employs 
mercury  to  an  unneceffary  and  injurious  de¬ 
gree  in  his  general  pradlice. 

I  do  not  mean  by  thefe  remarks  to  infer, 
however,  that,  In  my  opinion,  the  venereal 
difeafe  is  equally  fufceptible  of  cure  in  every 
Inftance  by  mercury  ;  nor  am  I  an  advocate 
for  what  has  been  termed  an  alterative  courfe 
of  this  medicine.  Cafes  which  frequently 
^  occur  have  convinced  me  that  it  requires  a 
very  confiderable  mercurial  effedl  to  cure  the 
venereal  difeafe  in  fome  inflances ;  and  that 
this  effed  muft  be  continued  for  a  confider¬ 
able  time  in  order  to  infure  a  cure.  Mr. 
Hunter  probably  wifhed  the  fubjedt  of  dif- 
eafes  refembllng  fyphilis  to  be  profecuted.  In 
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hopes  that  fome  diftinaive  charaders  might 
be  difcovered  as  peculiar  to  them  ;  but  the 
following  cafes  (hew  that  thefe  difeafes  enfue 
^rom  primary  infeded  fores  of  very  difllmilar 
appearances,  and  fometimes  arife  without  any 
primary  fore  having  been  obferved.  The 
reader  will  beft  underftand  my  motives  for 
relating  thefe  cafes  after  he  has  perufed  them, 
The  firft  is  the  cafe  of  a  gentleman  who  was, 
at  the  time  it  happened,  which  is  many  years 
ago,  a  moft  attentive  and  intelligent  ftudent 
at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital. 

CASE.' 

This  gentleman  thought  that  he  had  in¬ 
feded  a  flight  cut  on  his  hand  (which  was 
fituated  in  front  of  and  juft  below  the  little 
finger)  with  the  difcharge  from  a  bubo  in  the 
groin  that  he  had  occafion  to  open.  The 
wound  fretted  out  into  a  fore  about  the  fize 
of  a  fixpence,  which  he  fhewed  me,  and 
which  I  affirmed  had  not  the  thickened  edge 
and  bafe,  and  other  charaders  of  a  venereal 
chancre.  I  therefore  recommended  him  to 
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try  the  effed  of  local  means,  and  not  to  ufe 
mercuryi 


In  about  a  month  the  fore,  which  had 
fpread  a  little,  became  again  contracted  in  its 
dimenfions,  and  aflumed  an  healing  appear¬ 
ance.  At  this  time  pain  was  felt  extending 
up  the  arm,  and  fuddenly  a  confiderabl® 
tumour  arofe  over  the  abforbing  veffels, 
which  proceed  along  the  inner  edge  of  the 
biceps  mufcle.  This  tumour  became  nearly 
as  big  as  a  fmall  orange.  As  the  original  fore 
feemed  now  difpofed  to  heal,  and  as  there 
was  no  furrounding  induration,  I  could  not 
believe  it  venereal,  and  therefore  recom¬ 
mended  him  hill  to  abftain  from  mercury, 
and  apply  leeches,  and  linen  moiftened  in  the 
aq.  litharg.  acet.  comp,  to  the  tumour  formed 
over  the  inflamed  abforbents.  For  it  feemed 
to  me  that  if  venereal  poifon  had  been  im¬ 
bibed  from  the  fore,  it  would  have  paflTed  on 
to  one  of  the  axillary  glands,  and  would  have 
caufed  induration  and  inflammation  to  take 
place  there,  more  flowly  than  had  occurred  on 
the  prefent  occafion. 
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Under  this  treatment  the  tumour  was  dlf- 
cufled,  and  the  fore  at  the  fame  time  healed. 
About  three  weeks  afterwards  the  patient 
called  on  me,  and  faid  that  there  were  vene¬ 
real  ulcers  in  his  throat  5  and  in  each  tonfil 
there  was  an  ulcer  deeply  excavated,  with  ir¬ 
regular  edges,  and  with  a  furface  covered  by 
adhering  matter ;  ulcers,  in  fhort,  \vhich 
every  furgeon,  who  depends  on  his  fight  as 
his  guide,  would  have  pronounced  to  be  ve¬ 
nereal.  Shortly  after  alfo,  fome  copper-co¬ 
loured  eruptions  appeared  on  his  face  and 
bread.  He  fhewed  his  difeafes  to  feveral 
furgeons,  on  whofe  opinion  he  relied,  who, 
without  hefitation,  affirmed  that  they  were 
venereal,  and  that  the  mercurial  courfe  had 
been  improperly  delayed. 

Whilfl  the  patient  was  looking  out  for 
lodgings,  in  order  that  he  might  go  through 
the  mercurial  procefs,  a  circumfcribed  thick¬ 
ening  and  elevation  of  the  pericranium  cover¬ 
ing  the  frontal  bone  appeared;  it  was  of  the 
circfiimference  of  an  half-crown  piece  ;  and 
was,  in  fliort,  wdiat  every  furgeon,  who  is 
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guided  only  by  his  fight  and  touch,  would, 
without  hefitation,  have  called  a  fair  corona 
veneris.  I  now  told  the  patient'  that  I  was 
more  inclined  to  believe  his  difeafe  was  not 
fyphiiitic,  from  the  fiidden  and  fimultaneous 
occurrence  of  this  node  with  the  fore  throat, 
&c.  Other  furgeons  thought  differently;  and 
I  believe  this  very  fenfible  and  amiable  young 
man  imagined  that  his  health  would  become 
a  facrifice  if  he  any  longer  attended  to  my 
opinion.  He  was  preparing  to  fubmit  to  a 
mercurial  courfe,  w^hen  very  important  con¬ 
cerns  called  him  infiantly  into  the  country. 
He  went  w^ith  great  reludance,  taking  with 
him  mercurial  ointment,  &c. and  after  a  fort¬ 
night  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  faying  that 
he  found  his  complaints  benefited  by  his 
journey,  that  bufinefs  had  prevented  him 
from  beginning  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  a  few 
days,  that  he  now  found  it  was  unnecelfary, 
for  his  fymptoms  had  ahnoll  difappeared,  and 
fhortly  afterwards  he  became  perfedlly  well. 

At  the  time,  and  ever  fince,  I  confidered 
this  cafe  as  meriting  publication,  as  being  the 
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moft  unequivocal  inftance  extant  of  a  dlfeafe 
occurring,  which  could  not  from  appearance 
be  diftinguHhed  by  furgeons  of  the  greateft 
experience  from  fyphilis,  and  which,  how¬ 
ever,  was  undoubtedly  of  a  different  nature ; 
and  I  believe  that  there  is  no  one,  who  would 
not  have  decided  on  this  cafe,  as  thofe  did 
who  declared  it  to  be  venereal,  unlefs  they 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  its  pro- 
grefs  very  attentively.  This  cafe  probably 
made  me  more  fcrupulous  than  I  fhould 
other  wife  have  been  in  admitting  difeafes  to 
be  venereal,  till  their  unabaiing  progrefs  efta- 
blifhed  their  nature  beyond  the  poffibility  of 
doubt ;  and  from  this  hefitatlon  in  deciding  I 
have  been  enabled  to  prove,  that  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  cafes,  in  which  mercury  would  have 
been  employed,  have  got  well  without  the 
ufe  of  that  medicine.  It  has  happened  to 
me,  as  it  did  to  Mr.  Hunter,  to  meet  with 
thefe  cafes  very  frequently,  and  I  therefore 
conclude  that  they  muft  occur  frequently  to 
others  ;  and  my  obje£t  in  relating  thefe  in- 
ftances  is  to  Induce  furgeons  to  reflect  on  the 
beft  mode  of  diferiminating  between  them 
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and  thofe  truly  venereal.  I  have  kept  no 
particular  account  of  the  numerous  cafes 
wlilch  I  have  met  with,  but  the  five  follow¬ 
ing  inftances  happened  In  my  own  private 
praiffice  within  a  few  months,  and  the  cir- 
cumfiances  of  them  are  ftill  frefh  in  my 
memory.  The  cafes  are  drawn  up  from  nar¬ 
ratives  which  I  requefted  the  patients  them«^ 
felves  to  make  out  of  their  own  difeafes. 

CASE. 

A  gentleman  had  a  fore  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  prepuce  near  the  frcenum,  which  was 
much  irritated  by  travelling  from  the  country. 
When  he  came  to  town  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  furrounding  inflammation,  and  a 
thickening  adjoining  the  edges  of  the  fore, 
which  were  irregular,  and  feemingly  difpofed 
to  fpread.  An  appearance  of  granulations 
had  taken  place  on  the  furface  of  the  ulcer, 
which  was  at  this  time  as  large  as  a  {billing. 
I  gave  him  the  pilulx  hydrargyri,  whilfl:  I 
tried  by  local  means  to  quiet  the  irritation  of 
the  fore,  and  of  the  furrounding  parts.  As 
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the  fore  appeared  to  heal  flowly,  and  feem- 
ingly  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  mer¬ 
cury  taken,  the  patient  rubbed  in  at  the  fame 
time  fome  mercurial  ointment,  and  continued 
to  do  fo  till  after  the  fore  was  well,  which  was 
in  about  a  month.  In  three  weeks  after  he 
had  left  off  thefe  medicines  this  patient  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  on  account  of  an  ulceration  on 
the  velum  pendulum  palati,  and  on  the  fur- 
face  of  one  tonfil ;  and  foon  afterwards  ulcers 
took  place  on  the  edges  of  the  tongue,  on 
the  infide  of  the  lips  and  cheeks.  Copper- 
coloured  fpots  alfo  came  out  on  his  arms  and 
legs,  and  all  over  his  body.  They  w^ere  very 
numerous,  but  none  appeared  on  his  face. 
By  w^aiting  and  watching  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  I  found  that  fome  of  the  ulcers 
amended  fpontaneoufly,  and  that  the  palate 
got  Vv^ell.  1  therefore  exhorted  him  to  refrain 
from  mercurial  medicine,  and  he  went  into 
the  country.  A  medical  gentleman,  v;hom 
the  patient  confulted,  vras  very  anxious  to 
try  iornething  to  cure  this  difeafe,  when  his 
patient  was  fjpized  with  a  fevere  febrile  com¬ 
plaint,  daring  the  continuance  of  which  all 
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thefe  doubtful  fymptoms  dlfappeared,  and 
there  has  not  been  any  return  of  difeafe  fince 
that  time. 

CASE. 

A  gentleman  had  a  fmall  fore  on  the  pre¬ 
puce,  at  a  little  diftance  behind  the  corona 
glandls,  which  did  not  appear  like  a  venereal 
chancre,  and  therefore  no  mercury  was  uled. 
After  about  a  fortnight,  during  which  time  it 
could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  be  better  or  worfe, 
it  ibddenly  became  confiderably  indurated  in 
its  circumference,  and  the  furrounding  parts 
became  inflamed.  The  hardnefs  was  fo  con- 
fiderable  that  it  refembled  one  of  thofe  indu¬ 
rated  chancres  which  fo  frequently  occur ; 
and  in  confeqiience  of  this  flriking  refem- 
blance,  another  furgeon,  whom  the  patient 
confulted  at  this  time,  infifted  on  his  con¬ 
fining  himfelf  to  his  chamber,  and  ufing  mer¬ 
cury  attentively. 

The  quietude  of  the  patient,  with  fome 
little  attention  in  regard  to  local  applications, 
foon  removed  the  inflammation  and  hardnefs, 
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and  the  patient,  who  was  controuled  by  no¬ 
thing  but  his  fears,  difcontinued  his  medicine 
after  thrice  ufing  fome  mercurial  ointment, 
and  returned  to  his  former  mode  of  life. 

About  a  month  afterwards  he  called  on  me 
with  an  ulcer  In  each  tonfil,  one  of  which 
was  deeply  excavated,  with  irregular  edges, 
and  covered  by  adhering  matter.  Shortly  af¬ 
terwards  copper-coloured  fpots  appeared  on 
his  body,  but  they  all  went  away  in  about  a 
month  without  mercury. 


CASE. 

A  gentleman  applied  to  me  with  a  very  irri¬ 
table  fore,  or  rather  excoriation,  extending  it- 
felf  over  the  left  half  of  the  corona  glandis.  It 
was  unlike  a  venereal  fore,  as  may  be  fap- 
pofed  from  this  defcxiption,  yet,  as  the  'pa¬ 
tient  was  young  and  healthy,  I  advifed  him 
to  take  fome  of  the  pllulse  hydrargyri  to 
guard  againft  the  poflible  confequences  of  ab- 
forption,  and  to  bathe  the  parts  alfedled  with 
the  aq.  litharg.  acet.  comp.  c.  opio,  and  to  apply 
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folded  linen  molftened  with  the  wafh  round 
the  penis.  The  prepuce  foon  became  fwoln 
and  Inflamed,  fo  that  he  was  unable  to  retradb 
it,  and  the  attempt  gave  him  great  pain.  He 
was  therefore  direded.to  cleanfe  the  part  by 
injeding  frequently  the  decodlon  of  white 
poppy  heads  of  a  lukewarm  temperature. 
After  a  week  he  tried  a  very  weak  folution  of 
vitriolated  zinc,  and  other  metallic  falts,  but 
they  all  increafed  his  pain,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  return  to  the  ufe  of  the  anodyne  wafh. 
When  he  had  perfevered  in  this  courfe  three 
weeks  without  any  evident  amendment,  we 
confulted  another  furgeon,  who  recommended 
the  difcontinuance  of  the  mercurial  medicine, 
and  in  lieu  of  it  the  free  ufe  of  the  bark. 
This  medicine  he  took  for  a  week  without 
any  amendment  ;  he  then  tried  the  nitrous 
acid  for  ten  days,  and  afterwards  took 
cicuta. 

In  about  two  months  he  v/as  able  to  retrad 
the  foreflvin,  and  then  the  folution  of  vitrio¬ 
lated  zinc  appeared  to  leflen  the  irritability, 
and  contribute  to  the  ftinning  of  the  fore, 
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which  w^as  merely  on  the  furface,  not  having 
been  attended  with  any  lofs  of  fubftance. 

Afterwards,  the  penis  being  fubjc£tecl  to 
fome  accidental  irrkatlon,  the  fame  kind  of 
forenefs  fpread  over  the  other  half  of  the 
corona  glandis ;  but  this  difeafe  was  not  ac¬ 
companied  with  fo  much  tendernefs  as  the 
former  one,  and  got  well  in  lefs  than  a 
month.  As  foon  as  it  was  well  the  patient 
had  an  ulceration  of  the  velum  pendulum 
palatl,  round  which  the  cuticle  affumed  a 
whitilh  colour  ;  the  ulceration  fpread  acrofs 
the  palate,  but  it  was  evident  that  the  part 
firft  affeded  got  better  whilft  the  ulcer  be¬ 
came  w'orfe  in  the  parts  laft  affeded.  Two 
or  three  ulcers  took  place  upon  each  edge  of 
the  tongue,  and  fome  on  the  Infide  of  the 
lips.  At  the  fame  time  many  copper-coloured 
fpots  appeared  on  the  face,  bread,  arms,  and 
lower  extremities  ;  they  came  out  in  fiiccef- 
fion,  were  of  an  oval  ihape,  about  the  fize  of 
a  fixpence,  and  'had  a  drikingly  venereal 
afped. 
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Believing  that  the  primary  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe  were  not  fyphilitlc,  and  obferving 
that  fome  part  of  the  ulcer  on  the  palate  heal¬ 
ed,  and  that  fome  of  the  fores  on  the  tongue 
and  lips  got  better,  whilft  new  ones  broke  out,  I 
recommended  the  patient  to  ufe  no  mercury. 
He  went  into  the  country,  where  all  thefe 
maladies  gradually  difappeared,  and  in  about 
a  month  he  was  perfedly  well. 


CASE. 

•  I 


A  perfon,  whofe  irregular  habits  of  life 
gave  reafon  to  fufped  the  exiflence  of  fyphilis 
in  the  conftitutlon,  had  ulceration  of  the  ton- 
fils,  not  fuperficial,  but  deep.  Thefe  were 
accompanied  with  copper-coloured  fpots  on 
the  face  and  breaft,  and  eruptions  on  the 
head  amidft  the  hair,  accompanied  with  a 
great  deal  of  fcurf.  Thefe  got  well  by 
anointing  the  head  with  ung.  hydrarg.  nitrat. 


mixed  with  fimple  ointment,  which  made  me 
doubt  whether  the  other  difeafes  were  really 
fyphllitic,  and  caufed  me  to  delay  the  ufe  of 


mercury.  The  complaints  did  not  amend, 
nor  did  they  get  materially  worfe.  There 
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was  attending  thefe  dlfeafes  a  good  deal  of 
general  indifpofition  j  the  appetite  failed,  and 
no  deep  took  place  till  the  morning. 

At  this  time  a  tendernefs  and  thickening 
of  the  periofteum  of  the  iil)ia  took  place. 
Though  other  medicines  did  not  appear  to  be 
of  any  fervice  I  fiiill  was  averfe  to  the  ufe  of 
mercury.  Tired  of  delay,  the  patient  con- 
fulted  another  furgeon,  who  declared  the  dif- 
eafe  to  be  venereal,  and  defired  that  mercurial 
ointment  might  be  ufed.  The  patient  ac¬ 
cordingly  rubbed  in  two  or  three  nights  with¬ 
out  feeling  any  effed  from  the  medicine,  and 
then  fet  off  on  a  party  of  pleafure  to  Brigh¬ 
ton,  where  all  the  difeafes  gradually  difap- 
peared  without  any  further  ufe  of  mercury. 

CASE. 

A  gentleman  had  an  enlargement  of  a  gland 
In  the  groin,  probably  from  the  abforption  of 
lome  infedious  matter,  though  he  was  not 
confcious  of  having  had  any  fore.  A  fecond 
and  a  third  gland  became  enlarged,  the  inte- 
•  guments 
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guments  became  thickened  and  Inflamed,  and 
a  very  large  bubo  formed.  It  foppurated  and 
biirft  in  three  places.  The  general  tumefac¬ 
tion  fubfided,  but  by  no  means  difperfed, 
and  finufes  remained  where  the  abfceffes  had 
been.  About  this  time  I  faw  the  patient, 
which  was  two  months  after  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  difeafe. 

$ 

0 

Shortly  after  this  he  had  an  ulceration, 
which  fpread  over  the  velum  pendulum  pa- 
lati,  and,  except  that  it  was  more  fuper- 
ficial,  much  refernbled  a  fyphilitic  ulceration. 
It  continued  fo  long  without  amendment  that 
I  began  to  think  it  was  venereal.  Bark  was 
now  given  plentifully,  and  the  ulcer  evidently 
amended.  The  patient  went  afterwards  to 
the  fea-fide,  wmere  the  bubo  gradually  dif- 
perfed  :  many  months  however  elapfed  before 
it  entirely  difappeared.  The  ulcerations  of 
the  velum  pendulum  palati  alfo  healed  fiowly, 
and  ulcers  which  afterwards  appear«ftl  in  the 
back  part  of  the  pharynx,  alfo  got  well  with¬ 
out  mercury. 


Thefo 
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Tliefe  cafes  are  not  related  as  being  cu« 
rious,  but  becaufe  they  all,  except  the  firil, 
occurred  to  me  within  the  fpace  of  a  few 
months,  and  becaufe  fufficient  time  has 
elapfed  fince  their  occurrence  to  fliew  that 
there  is  no  probability  that  any  fubfequent 
difeafe  will  arife  from  the  fame  fourbe.  It 
muft  be  allow^ed  that  they  are  inconteftable 
inftances  of  difeafes  getting  well  without 
mercury,  which  could  not  be  diftinguifhed 
by  mere  infpeblion  from  fimilar  difeafes  truly 
fyphilitic.  For  though  mercury  was  employ¬ 
ed  in  fome  of  the  cales,  it  was  ufed  at  fuch  a 
time,  or  in  fuch  cjuantity,  that  it  cannot  in 
the  leafl^  influence  our  decifion  as  to  this 
point.  For  inftance,  in  the  firfl  cafe  the 
mercury  was  employed  for  the  cure  of  the 
primary  ulcer,  and  did  apparently  contribute 
to  it,  yet  the  fecondary  fymptoms  got  well 
without  mercuy,  which,  according  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  now  prevailing  among  furgeons,  is  a 
proof  that  neither  Vv  ere  venereal.  It  may  in¬ 
deed  be  fuppofed  that  the  venereal  poifon 
may  he  modified  by  certain  conftitutlons,  and 
its  effebts  fpontaneouily  get  well ;  and  fome 


mav 


126 


ON  DISEASES 


may  queftion  if  the  fecondary  fymptoms  were 
the  confequences  of  the  fores  or  abforption  to 
which  I  attribute  them.  What  I  have  written 
is^  I  believe,  in  conformity  to  prevailing  opi¬ 
nions,  and  I  forbear  to  enter  into  uncertain 
‘  difcuffions. 

Thefe  inftances,  however,  though  not  fe- 
lefted  for  the  purpofe,  fliew  that  the  primary 
infected  fores  which  are  capable  of  producing 
•fecondary  fymptoms,  which  ftrikingly  re- 
lemble  thofe  of  fyphills,  do  not  themfelves 
poffefs  any  uniform  charadlers.  In  the  firft 
cafe 'the  ulcer  had  no  uncommon  appearance  ; 
it  was  of  the  fize  of  a  {billing,  with  fretful 
edges,  and  every  where  covered  with  granu¬ 
lations,  In  the  fecond  there  were  no  appa¬ 
rent  granulations,  and  a  great  degree  of  indu¬ 
ration-  fuddenly  furrounded  it,  giving  it  a 
ftriking  refemblance  to  the  indurated  vene¬ 
real  chancre.  In  the  third  the  fore  furface. 
was  extremely  irritable ;  but  though  the  dif- 
eafe  exifted  for  a  long  time  the  ulcerative 
procefs  did  not  eat  into  the  part ;  and  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  cafe  there  was  no  lofs  of 

fubftance* 
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fubftance.  In  the  fourth  and  fifth  cafes  the 
abforptlon  of  the  matter,  which  caufed  the 
fecondary  fymptoms,  either  took  place  with¬ 
out  any  breach  of  furface,  >ov  the  primary 
fores  were  too  infignificant  to  excite  atten¬ 
tion.  I  lately  attended  a  gentleman  who  had 
an  ulcerated  throat,  and  eruptions  on  the 
head,  which  b^'oke  out  between  the  fecond 
and  third  month  after  the  appearance  of  a 
fore  on  the  prepuce,  which  fore  healed  In  a 
few  days  with  no  other  treatment  than 
bathing  it  with  a  folution  of  acetated  lead, 
and  applying  to  it  a  piece  of  lint  molftened 
with  that  liquor.  This  circumftance  made 
him  difregard  the  primary  fore,  but  he  was 
alTured  by  a  furgeon,  whom  he  confulted, 
that  the  fecondary  fymptoms  were  venereal : 
they  however  got  well  without  mercury. 

It  is  probable  that  thefe  morbific  poifons 
may  be  abforbed  without  any  evident  ulcer, 
or  from  a  trivial  ulcer,  which  may  heal  fpon- 
taneoufly,  much  more  frequently  than  the 
fyphilitic  poifon  ;  and  if  the  confequent  con- 
ftitutional  fymptoms  are  confidered  as  vene¬ 
real, 
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real,  and  treated  as  fuch,  I  need  not  fay 
what  confufion  muil  be  produced  in  the  mind 
of  the  fiirgeon  who  purfues  this  condud:,  and 
how  bewildered  his  opinions  miift  be  refped- 
ing  the  venereal  difeafe.  If,  for  inftance,  in 
the  cafe  beginning  at  page  123,  a  fiirgeoa 
had  confidered  the  fecondary  fymptoms  as 
venereal,  and  employed  mercury  fuccefsfully 
for  their  cure,  he  v/ould  fet  this  down  as  a 
cafe  of  venereal  bubo  occurring  without  a 
■previous  chancre,  and  be  inclined  in  his 
general  pradice  to  ufe  mercury  in  all  cafes 
of  buboes  without  chancre,  left  conftitu- 
tional  difeafes  ftiould  enfue.  There,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  appear  any  thing  that  fhould 
exempt  the  glands  of  the  groin  from  en¬ 
largement,  and  difeafes  to  which  others  are 
fubjed,  whilft  they  are  particularly  liable  to 
irritation  and  confcquent  difeafe  from  the  dif- 
orders  of  the  urethra  and  other  parts,  to  which 
they  are  conneded  by  means  of  their  veflels. 
The  genera!  ufe  of  mercury,  therefore,  in 

enlargement  of  thefe  glands,  unlefs  circum- 

% 

fiances  charaderize  them  as  venereal,  muft,  I 
think,  be  confidered  as  improper. 


In 
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In  order  further  to  exemplify  the  remark 
that  the  primary  fores  excited  by  polfons, 
capable  of  producing  fecondary  fymptoms  re- 
fembling  fyphllls,  have  no  uniform  charac¬ 
ters,  but  put  on  various  and  diffimilar  appear¬ 
ances,  I  think  it  right  to  add  another  cafe  of 
apha  gedsenic  ulcer,  which  fpread  by  hough¬ 
ing,  and  which  I  attended  In  the  early  part  of 
laft  winter.  This  I  have  placed  by  Itfelf,  be- 
caufe,  as  mercury  was  employed,  the  conclu- 
fions  to  be  drawn  from  it  are  lefs  certain  than 
in  the  preceding,  cafes. 

A  gentleman  had  a  very  irritable  fore  oii 
the  prepuce,  juft  behind  the  corona  glandls, 
which  was  covered  with  flough  ;  this  having 
been  thrown  off  was  fucceeded  by  another 
flough,  and  the  fore  fpread  laterally  to  the 
right  and  left ;  but  it  neither  extended  back¬ 
wards  fo  as  to  affedt  the  fkin  covering  the 
body  of  the  penis,  nor  forwards  fo  as  to 
touch  the  glans ;  neither  did  It  eat  deeply 
Into  the  part  fo  as  to  affedl  the  corpus  caverno- 
flim,  I  tried  various  drelTings,  but  none 
feemed  to  do  much  good.  I  touched  the 

K  furface , 


ON  DISEASES 


130 

furface  of  the  fore  with  argentum  nitratum, 
but  that  did  harm,  I  therefore  was  obliged 
to  foothe  this  fore  fince  I  could  not  correft  it. 
A  falve  made  of  fpermaceti  cerate,  with  as 
much  aq.  litharg.  acet.  and  tind.  opii  as  could 
be  incorporated  with  it,  feemed  to  anfwer 
befl; ;  and  the  parts  were  kept  cool  by  en¬ 
veloping  them  in  linen  moiftened  with  the 
decodtion  of  popples.  The  moft  perfed: 
quietude  was  enjoined,  and  the  part  laid  upon 
a  pillow  with  the  extremity  rather  raifed 
above  an  horizontal  line,  I  had  given  the 
patient  fome  pilulas  hydrargyri  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  but  his  conftitution  was  fo  deranged 
by  the  irritation  of  the  fore  that  it  would 
have  been  abfurd  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of 
mercury.  The  fore  continued  to  flough,  and 
to  extend  in  a  circular  diredlon  nearly  all 

t 

round  the  prepuce,  the  lower  part  of  which 
became  extremely  fwoln.  This  took  up 
nearly  two  months :  about  five  weeks  after 
the  commencement  of  the  difeafe  a  fpot  ap¬ 
peared  more  than  an  inch  from  the  corner  of 
the  mouth.  It  was  foon  covered  over  with  a 
fcab,  which  rofe  far  above  the  furface.  It  had 

encreafed 
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encreafed  to  the  fize  of  a  fixpence,  when  I 
thought  right  to  drefs  it,  that  I  might  diftin- 
guiflr  the  furface  of  the  fore.  I  found  that 
the  ulcer  was  x&rj  deep,  but  I  could  not  fee 
the  furface  for  a  very  vifcid  difcharge,  which 
adhered  to  it  like  mucus.  Poultices  and  va¬ 
rious  drelTmgs  were  employed,  but  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fore  was  unchanged,  and  it 
gradually  became  of  the  fize  of  a  fliilling. 
At  length  a  kind  of  fungus  fhot  from  that 
edge  of  the  fore  fartheft  from  the  mouth.  A 
fimilar  fpot  had  made  its  appearance  on  the 
ear,  and  was  all'o  increafing.  The  adlvity  in 
the  difeafe  of  the  prepuce  had  gradually  de¬ 
clined,  and  I  began  again  to  try  fome  medi¬ 
cated  applications; — the  fore  fecmed  much 
benefited  by  touching  it  daily  with  argentum 
nitratiim ;  but  when  this  was  omitted  the 
floughy  appearance  of  the  fore  again  took 
place,  and  it  increafed  in  dimenfions.  .It  was 
now  agreed  at  a  confultation  that  this  patient 
Ihould  ufe  mercury,  and  he  rubbed  in  two 
drachms,  by  meafure,  every  night  for  fix 
weeks.  As  the  mercury  took  efFe£t  it  feemed 
to  operate  beneficially  on  the  fpot  on  the  ear, 

K-  2  which 
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which  gradually  died  away ;  and  on  the  fore 
of  the  penis,  which  alfo  gradually  acquired  a 
healthy  appearance,  and  the  parts  became 

found,  except  at  one  part  where  the  prepuce 

/ 

was  not  quite  cleftroyed,  which  ftlll  retained 
an  unhealthy  appearance.  The  mercury,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  affed  the  fore  on  the  cheek  • 
the  fungus  which  I  mentioned  feemed  to  in- 
creafe,  and,  after  a  time,  fldn  formed  over  it, 
fo  that  the  fore  healed  in  an  unhealthy  m'an- 
ner  at  the  edge  farthefi: '  from  the  mouth. 
But  it  ftill  fpread  in  the  other  direction  till  it 
reached  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  and  it  after¬ 
wards  extended  itfelf  along  each  lip.  On  the 
upper  lip  it  had  fpread  to  the  extent  of  one- 
third  of  an  inch,  and  ftill  retained  the  fame 
ciifeafed  appearance  which  characterized  it  at 
the  beginning.  It  was  deep,  and  its  furface 
could  not  well  be  feen  on  account  of  a  vifcid 
matter  which  adhered  to  it.  It  w^as  now 
agreed  in  confultation  to  leave  off  mercury, 
left  the  irritated  ftate  of  the  mouth  fhould 
increafe  the  deftruCtion  which  the  ulcer  was 
committing  on  the  lips.  The  fore  now  no 
longer  fpread  ;  it  very  fiowly  loft  its  difeafed 

ftate. 


RESEMBLING  SYPHILIS. 


133 

ftatc,  and  healed.  This  alfo  happened  In  the 
remaining  difeafed  part  of  the  fore  on  the 
prepuce. 

I 

I  have  met  with  many  fimilar  cafes  fince 
thofe  five  that  have  been  related,  and  of 
which,  from  their  fiidden  and  almoft  fimul- 
taneous  occurrence,  I  was  induced  to  take  a 
written  account :  within  thefe  two  months  I 
have  feen  two  cafes  of  eruptions  and  three  of 
forethroats.  The  eruptions  took  place  par¬ 
ticularly  about  the  hands  and  feet :  in  one 
cafe  the  patient  has  been  falivated  for  them ; 
the  difeafe,  however,  recurred,  and  afterwards 
got  well  without  the  ufe  of  mercury.  In  the 
other  there  were  warts  and  fores  on  the  pre¬ 
puce,  and  buboes  in  the  groin,  which  fuppu- 
rated  and  bur  ft :  the  eruptions  fo  ftrikingly 
refembled  thofe  of  fyphilis  that  all  the  me¬ 
dical  men,  who  accidentally  faw  the  patient, 
exclaimed  that  they  were  fo,  w^ith  a  confi- 
dence  proportioned  to  their  profefiional  {kill 
and  accuracy  of  obfervation.  Indeed  in  this 
cafe,  and  in  others,  I  have  been  almoft  im¬ 
pelled  to  ufe  mercury,  in  confequence  of  the 
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opinion  and  wiflies  of  the  patient  and  thof^ 
of  his  friends.  The  hiftory  however  of  this 
difeafe  did  not  accord  with  that  of  the  vene- 

i-  .  '  \  * 

real  ;  the  warts  had  preceded  the  fores  ;  fome 
fores  healed,  and  others  broke  out ;  and  at 
laft  fome  of  the  eruptions  began  to  get  \vel!, 
and  the  reft  gradually  difappeared.  One  of 
the  padents  who  had  ihe  fore  throat  had  been 
falivated,  but  the  difeafe  recurred.  In  the 
other  two  I  forbore  to  ufe  niercurv,  and  I 
have  reafon  to  fay  they  'will  do  well  without 
it.  In  one  of  the  latter  cafes  there  were 
ulcers  on  the  tongue  and  Infide  of  the  lips. 
This  circumflance  of  the  recurrence  of  thefe 
difeafes,  after  mercurial  courfes,  is  a  ftrong  ar¬ 
gument  againft  its  adoption  till  their  nature  is 
afcertained  as  far  as  poffible  by  prudent  delay 
and  attentive  obfervationc 

If,  then,  the  occurrence  of  fuch  cafes  be 
frequent,  and  the  neceffity  of  dlfcriminating 
them  from  thofe  of  fyphilis  be  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  we  ’  may  folicitoufly  enquire  by 
what  circumftances  we  are  to  diftinguilh  be¬ 
tween  difeafes  fo  fimilar  in  appearance,  but 
'  ^  ^  ^  fo 
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{o  different  in  their  nature.  Mr.  Hunter 
feemed  to  wifh  the  profecution  of  this  fubje(3:, 
prc^bably  frofn  the  expeftation  that  fome  cha¬ 
racters  appropriate  to  thefe  difeafes  might  be 
detected  :  1  have  not,  however,  been  able  to 
difcover  any ;  the  fictitious  difeafe  in  appear¬ 
ance  fo  exactly  refembles  fyphilis  that  no  ob- 
fervation,  however  acute,  feems  to  be  capable 
of  deciding  upon  its  nature.  Although  the  ul¬ 
cers  in  thefe  ambiguous  .cafes  generally  fpread 
more  extenfively  along  the  furface  of  the  part 
which  they  affeCt,  yet  this  does  not  conftantly 
happen,  as  is  (hewn  in  the  cafe  related  at  page 
1 1 8.  In  this  cafe,  however,  the  induration 

which  furrounded  the  chancre  occurred  fud- 

> 

denly,  and  went  away  as  rapidly.  The  hiC- 
tory,  therefore,  of  the  two  difeafes  was  very 
diffimilar^.  It  muft  alfo  be  remarked,' that 

true 

*  On  the  luhjeO:  of  induration  furrounding  chancres  I 
think  it  may  be  ufeful  to  relate  the  following  cafe,  and  to 
mention  that  I  have  known  fimilar  ones  in  a  lelfer  degree; 

A  ftudent  in  forgery  fhewed  me  an  indurated  chancre, 
for  the  cure  of  which  he  had  ufed  a  great  quantity  of  mer¬ 
cury,  which  had  affcfled  his  mouth  for  a  long  time,  though 
not  feverely.  The  fore  fo  exactly  refeinbled  a  bad  indurated 

K  4  vener?5\l 
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true  venereal  fpots  and  ulcers  fometimes  aC- 
fume  the  appearance  of  other  difeafes,  and  do 
not  poffefs  their  ordinary  charadferiftics. 

Since,  then,  our  fenfes  fail  us  In  our  en¬ 
deavours  to  difcriminate  between  thefe  two 
difeafes,  and  fince  the  moft  important  circum- 
ftance  is  to  diftinguifh  whether  the  difeafe  be 
venereal  or  not,  we  may  enquire  whether 
there  are  any  circumftances  in  the  progrefs 
of  thefe  different  difeafes  which  will  ferve  us 

I 

in  diftinguifhing  one  from  the  other.  It 
appears  to  me  that  there  are ;  and  thefe  cafes 
are  publifhed  not  merely  to  fliew  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  fuch  occurrences,  and  the  neceffity 


venereal  chancre  that  I  did  not  hefitate  to  recommend  him 
to  remain  at  home,  and  rub  in  fo  as  to  produce  a  flight  fali- 
vation.  But  as  no  amendment  was  perceived  after  a  fort¬ 
night’s  confinement,  and  under  a  confiderable  aftedion  of 
the  mouth,  1  was  induced  to  enquire  more  flridly  into  the 
local  treatment  of  the  fore,  which  I  found  he  was  conftantly 
irritating  by  various  flimulating  applicat^ions.  He  alfo  af¬ 
firmed  that  the  hardnefs  had  feveral  times  gone  away  and 
returned  again.  By  bathing  the  part  with  milk  and  water, 
and  drefling  it  only  night  and  morning  with  mild  falve,  the 
hardnefs  quickly  abated,  and  though  he  defifled  from  the 
gnercurial  courfe  it  foon  became  perfedly  well. 


/ 
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for  cllfcrimmadon,  but  to  engage  a  more  ge¬ 
neral  attention  to  the  means  by  which  fuch 
diftinftion  may  be  made.  A  very  fimple  fa£t 
has  enabled  me  in  moft  cafes  to  diftingulfh 
between  the  two  difeafes ;  yet,  fimple  as  it  is, 
if  it  be  generally  true  it  is  very  important ; 
and  if  it  were  univerfally  true,  it  would  be  of 
the  higheft  confequence.  The  fa£l  alluded 
to  is,  that  the  conftitutional  fymptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  are  generally  progreffive,  and 
never  difappear  unlefs  medicine  be  employed. 
It  may  be  added  too,  they  are  as  generally 
relieved  under  an  adequate  effedl  of  mercury 
on  the  confUtution.  An  attention  to  fuch 
plain  and  fimple  circumftances  has  been  of 
great  ufe  in  diredling  the  medical  treatment 
which  I  have  purfued,  and  I  am  induced  to 
folicit  the  public  attention  to  them,  that  others 
may  determine  the  value  of  fuch  remarks. 

I  have  afked  the  opinion  of  feveral  fur- 
geons  of  great  pradlice  and  abilities  refpedling 
this  queftlon  ;  Whether  conftitutional  fymp¬ 
toms  of  fyphilis  do  ever  fpontaneoufly  amend? 

and  no  one  has  decidedly  replied  in  the  affir¬ 
mative, 
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mati.ve,  whllft  all,  without  hefitation,  agreed 
that  they  were  generally  progreffive  till 
checked  by  the  effedt;  of  mercury.  It  feemed 
ufelefs  to  feek  further  information  ;  for  what 
furgeon  is  there  at  prefent,  if  he  fees  difeafes 
that  cannot  be  diftinguilhed  by  the  fight  from 
fyphilis,  and  hears  that  they  arofe  in  confe^ 
quence  of  a  chancre,  that  would  fufpend  his 
judgment,  and  forbear  to  adminifter  mercury? 
If'  I  have  lived  in  the  habit  of  fo  frequently 


/detecting  the  impofing  appearances  of  the  fe- 
condary  effedts  of  thefe  difeafes,  it  is  becaufe 
I  have  been  upon  the  watch,  and  becaufe  they 
have  occurred  in  patients  in  whom  I  have 
feen  the  primary  fores,  the  appearance  and 
progrefs  of  which  have  excited  my  fufpicion 
as  to  their  nature.  I  have  ftated  the  rule  as 
general,  but  not  univerfalj  for  I  could  myfelf 
relate  cafes  of  difeafes,  in  which,  from  the 
great  abatement,  and  even  difappearance  of 
fymptoms,  I  have  concluded  the  difeafe  was 
not  fyphilitic  ;  yet,  from  the  duration  of  the 
diforder,  or  from  the  fubfequent  aggravation 
of  its  fymptoms,  the  patient  has  defired,  and  I 
have  recommended  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and 
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the  difeafe  has  been  treated  as  venereal  with" 
put  it3  real  nature  being  afcertalned. 

The  rule  which  has  been  mentioned  relates 
to  the  conftitutional  fymptoms  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe,  for  the  primary  ones,  chancres, 
do  fometimes  heal  fpontaneoufly,  generally 
howevei,  though  not  conftantly,  leaving  a 
thickening  or  induration  of  the  affeded  part. 
They  may  alfo  be  induced  to  heal  by  topical 
means,  without  mercury,  with  fimllar  events. 
Some  enlargements  of  glands  in  the  groin 
will  alfo  in  like  manner  fubfide. 

It  may  be  fairly  fuppofed  that  If  fome 
chancres  heal  fpontaneoufly,  that  conftitu¬ 
tional  dil’eafes  aiifing  from  the  fame  caufe, 
may,  In  like  manner,  fometimes  get  better 
without  medicine.  The  adminiftration  of 
nitrous  acid,  opium,  and  other  remedies  liave 
been  fald  to  have  amended,  if  not  entirely 
pured,  thefe  conftitutional  difeafes.  But  the 
queftion  is,  will  they  get  better  flionta- 
neoufly  ?  and  the  queftion  can  only  be  lolved 

by  experience.  Delay  will  frequently  enable 

/  ) 

a  fur- 
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a  furgeon  to  decide ;  but  there  are  cafes  in 
which  no  amendment  takes  place,  and  the 
furgeon  is  as  it  were  forced,  from  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe,  to  employ  mercury. 

In  recommending  prudent  delay  and  atten¬ 
tive  obfervation  I  hope  and  believe  that  I  am 
not  recommending  any  thing  likely  to  be  of 
dangerous  confequences.  The  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe  is  generally  foon  checked  by  the  ufe  of 
mercury ;  and  in  conftitutions  where  much 
medicine  is  required  to  countera£t  its  effeds, 
that  medicine  may  be  given  with  freedom. 
By  delay  and  obfervation  we  perhaps  may 
perceive  that  eruptions  and  fore  throats, 
which  could  not  from  appearance  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  venereal,  fpontaneoufly  amend : 
that  fome  eruptions  fcale  and  become  well, 
and  the  probability  will  of  courfe  be  that  the 
reft  will  do  fo  likewlfe  :  or  that  an  ulcer 
mends  In  one  part  though  it  may  fpread  in 
another,  when  the  natural  inference  is  that 
the  difeafed  adions  in  the  fore  will  gra¬ 
dually  ceafe,  and  health  return  fpontaneoufly ; 
and  that  what  has  occurred  In  one  part  of 


an 
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an  ulcer  will  fucceffively  take  place  in 
another. 

In  recommending  delay  it  cannot,  I  fup- 
pofe,  be  thought  that  I  would  advife  any  one 
to  wait  till  an  ulcer  deftroyed  the  velum  pen¬ 
dulum  palati,  or  did  material  injury  to  any 
important  part.  There  are  cafes  where  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  obliges  a  furgeon  to  ufe 
mercury  even  though  he  may  be  fufpicioiis 
that  it  is  not  fyphilitic.  The  effe£t  of  ex¬ 
citing  a  mercurial  affection  of  the  coiiflitu- 
tion  in  difeafes  refembling  fyphilis  is,  as  far  as 
my  obfervation  enables  m.e  to  determine,  very 
various.  It  fometimes  cures  them  verv  fud- 

j 

denly  and  very  differently  from  the  gradual 
amendment  which  it  produces  In  truly  vene¬ 
real  difeafes.  Sometimes,  however,  thefe 
difeafes  yield  more  flowly  to  its  operation, 
and  are  cured  permanently.  Sometimes  the 
difeafes  recur  in  the  fame  parts  after  a  fe- 
vere  courfe  of  mercury ;  fometimes  mercury 
merely  checks  the  difeafe,  and  can  fcarcely  be 
faid  to  cure  it ;  in  which  cafe  It  fcems  impor¬ 
tant  to  fupport  the  ftrength  of  the  conftitu- 

tion, 
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tion,and  to  keep  up  that  mercurial  efFe£twhicH 
controuls  the  difeafe,  and  can  be  borne  with¬ 
out  material  derangement  of  the  conflitution 
for  a  great  length  of  time.  Sometimes  alfo 
the  ufe  of  mercury  aggravates  thefe  difeafes. 

Again,  in  fome  conftitutlons,  the  venereal 
difeafe  may  affume  unufual  charadlers,  and 
be  very  difficult  of  cure.  It  muft  then  be 
fcarcely  pofiible  to  diferiminate  between  thefe 
anomalous  cafes  of  fyphilis  and  thofe  of  dif¬ 
eafes  refembling  It,  unlefs  fome  new  diftinc- 
lions  are  dlfcovered. 

But  I  fupprefs  any  further  obfervation  on 
the  fabjed,  having  accomplifhed  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  this  paper,  which  was  to  depid  a 
kind  of  cafes  v^^hich  very  frequently  occurs  in 
this  metropolis,  and  which  is,  I  believe,  too 
commonly  treated  as  venereal,  but  which  may 
be  diftinguifhed  not  to  be  fo  by  a  little  pru¬ 
dent  delay  and  attentive  obfervation.  The 
frequent  cafes  of  fuclv  diforders  which  I  have 
recently  met  with  has  fuggefted  the  idea  that 
they  are  increafing  of  late  ;  nor  is  it  impro¬ 
bable 
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bable  fince  they  are  like  fyphllis,  propagated 
by  proinlfcuous  intercourfe  from  fecretions, 
or  fores  not  fo  readily  curable  by  mercury  as 
thofe  that  are  venereal,  and  fome  of  which 
are  not  from  their  nature  fo  prohibitory  of 
that  intercourfe. 

It  is  now  nearly  two  years  fince  this  paper 
was  drawn  out  as  a  fubjed  for  difcuffion  at  a 
medical  fociety ;  and,  after  fuch  an  interval, 
the  chance  of  any  of  the  diforders  which  are 
defcribed  in  it  returning  is  diminiOied  almoft 
to  nothing.  I  have  fince  met  with  confider- 
able  numbers  of  fimilar  difeafes,  which  gives 
confirmation  to  the  opinion  that  they  are  fre¬ 
quent  occurrences.  In  fome  later  cafes,  when 
thv^  difeale  has  been  long  protraded,  and 
the  patient  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  it,  I 
have  given  a  little  calomel  for  that  purpofe, 
but  not  fo  as  to  invalidate  the  opinion  that 
the  difeafe  was  not  fyphilitic.  Having  waited 
for  inftance,  four  months  from  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  a  fore  throat  with  eruptions,  and 
being  certified  by  the  progrefs  of  the  dlf- 
oiders  that  they  were  not'  fyphilitic,  I  have 

direded 
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direded  that  one  of  the  compound  calome! 
pills  fhculd  be  taken  every  fecond  or  third 
night,  which  generally  difpofes  the  fores  in  the 
throat  to  heal,  but  I  have  taken  care  to  remit 
the  ufe  of  even  this  fmall  quantity  of  mer¬ 
cury  if  it  feemed  to  heal  the  fores  too  {peed— 
ily,  for  it  feems  to  me  better  to  let  the  dif- 
eafe  exhauft  itfelf  than  fuddenly  to  cure  it,  as 
in  the  latter  cafe  it  is  very  likely  to  return. 
In  confirmation'  of  this  opinion  I  may  men¬ 
tion,  that,  about  five  years  ago,  a  gentleman 
applied  to  me  to  undergo  a  falivation  for  the 
cure  of  a  fore  throat,  for  which  he  had  been 
falivated  three  times,  once  in  each  fucceeding 
year.  I  need  fcarcely  fay  that  it  was  one  oi 
thofe  ulcerated  throats  which  have  been  de- 
fcribed.  A.11  medicine  was  abfiained  from  , 
and  in  between  three  and  four  months  the 
fores  fpontaneouily  became  well,  and  have 
never  fince  recurred.  The  whole  of  this 
paper  has  been  written  upon  the  prefumption 

V 

*  This  pill,,  iis  prefcribed  in  the  pharmacopeia  of  St. 

'  Bartholomew’s  Hofpltal,  contains  i  grain  of  calomel,  i  grain 
of  the  precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony?  and  2  grains  of  ^ 
powdered  gum  guaiacum- 
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that  difeafes  which  fpontaneoufly  get  well  are 
not  fyphilitic,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  general 
opinion.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  queftioned  by 
fome  whether  the  difeafes  here  recorded  may 
not  be  modifications  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 
The  praSical  rules  of  condud:  will  not,  how¬ 
ever,  be  altered  even  if  fuch  a  fuppofition  were 
verified,  fo  that  it  does  not  feern  neceffary  to 
difcufs  this  point :  it  may  however  be  right 
to  remark,  that  there  are  cafes  which  would 
induce  the  belief  that  ulcerated  fore  throats, 
eruptions,  and  nodes  on  the  bones,  fimilar  to 
thofe  defcribed  in  this  paper,  may  occur  from, 
a  general  difturbance  of  the  conftitution  with¬ 
out  the  abforption  of  any  infedious  matter. 
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SECT.  11. 

y  tAVING  written  the  foregoing  account,  I 
intended  here  to  conclude,  having,  m 
my  own  opinion,  accompllihed  my  purpofe, 
which  was  to  profeciite  in  fome  degree  the 
fubje£l  which  Mr.  Hunter  deemed  worthy  of 
inveftlgatlon,  and  to  depid:  the  circumftances 
of  difeafes  which  I  believe  very  frequently 
occur,  and  which  are  often  confounded  with 
cafes  of  fyphilis,  to  the  detriment  of  patients, 
and  the  difcredlt  of  our  profeffion.  But 
having  reqiiefted  the  opinions  of  two  of  my 
medical  friends  on  the  foregoing  paper,  one 
ot  them  faid  that  he  thought  the  publication 
of  it  would  be  injurious,  as  it  might  induce 
the  younger  furgeons  to  abflain  from  the  ufe 
of  mercury,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  pa¬ 
tients  ;  the  other  gentleman  faid  that  he 
thought  more  explicit  defcriptions  Ihould  be  ^ 
given  of  the  cc^fes  in  which  mercury  fhould 
be  withheld  or  employed.  In  confequence  of 
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thefe  opinions  I  am  induced  to  take  a  clofer 
comparative  view  of  difeafes  that  are,  and  of 
thofe  that  are  nor,  fyphilitic. 

I  undertake  the  tafk  reluctantly,  becaufe 
the  brevity  with  which  I  muft  fpeak  of  thefe 
fubjeCts  may  render  rny  opinions  liable  to  mif- 
apprehenfion,  and  becaufe  I  do  not  feel  com¬ 
petent  to  its  proper  performance.  Yet,  by 
this  means,  I  think  I  fhall  do  away  the  ob¬ 
jection  of  one  of  my  medical  friends :  for  I 
believe  that  I  am  myfelf  more  likely  to  err  in 
recommending  the  too  free  than  the  too 
*  fparing  adrnlniftration  of  mercury  In  difeafes 
of  this  nature.  Any  furgeon  who  has  ob- 
ferved  the  ruinous  confequences  of  repeated 
mercurial  courfes  In  fome  conftitutlons  would 
probably  err  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  his 
dillike  to  diforder  the  conftitution  by  mercury 
wmuld  probably  lead  him  even  to  ufe  it  more 
freely  than  might  be  abfolutely  neceflary : 
this  he  would  do  In  cafes  clearly  fyphilitic. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  pofliblllty  of  the  re¬ 
currence  of  difeafe,  and  a  repetition  of  a  mer¬ 
curial  courfe.  In  doubtful  cafes,  which  are 
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cured  by  exciting  the  mercurial  a£tioii  In  the 
conftitutlon,  he  would  adopt  a  fimilar  mode 
of  treatment  in  order  to  fupprefs  the  difeafe 
for  fo  long  a  time  as  to  make  it  lefs  likely  to 
recur ;  or  if  any  fubfequent  difeafe  fhould 
take  place,  to  render  it  highly  probable  that 
this  was  not  venereal,  fince  it  had  broken  out 
after  fuch  a  courfe  of  mercury  as  muft  be 
confidered  to  be  adequate  to  the  cure  of  al- 
inoft  any  difeafe  of  that  nature.  By  under¬ 
taking  this  tafk  I  flaall  perhaps  comply  with 
the  wifhes  of  my  other  friend  in  hating  more 
explicitly  the  circumlfances  which  fhould  in¬ 
duce  a  furgeon  Immediately  to  ufe  or  abftain 
from  the  adminiftration  of  mercury,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  contribute  my  mite  of  obfer- 
vation  to  thofe  already  offered  on  this  ftill 
obfcure  fubjefl:  of  venereal  dlfeafes. 

Primary  fores  or  chancres  are  extremely 
various  in  their  appearance,  and  perhaps  in 
their  nature.  The  mod  clearly  marked  ve¬ 
nereal  chancre  has  been  excellently  defcribed" 
by  Mr.  Hunter.  The  ftrlking  charaders  of 
the  difeafe  are,  an  ulcerating  Inflammation 

without 
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Without  any  reparation,  attended  with  Indu¬ 
ration  of  the  furrounding  parts.  The  de*' 
fcriptlon  is,  a  fore  of  a  fomewhat  circular 
form,  excavated,  without  granulations,  with 
matter  adhering  to  the  furface,  and  with  a 
thickened  bafe  and  edge. 

There  Is  another  fpecies  of  chancre  In 
which  the  dlfpofition  to  ulcerate  is  lefs  than 
ufual,  and  the  dlfpofition  to  indurate  is 
greater ;  fo  that  the  ulcerated  furface  may 
heal,  and  leave  an  indurated  knob  or  tu¬ 
bercle  in  the  affeded  part. 

There  are  befides  fome  chancres  In  which 

the  difeafed  adlon  feems  to  be  very  inert ;  in 
♦ 

thefe  the  ulcer  is  fuperficlal,  the  thickening  of 
the  furrounding  parts  flight,  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  ulcerated  furface  acquires  a  ftate  of 
health,  and  cicatrizes,  without  producing  any 
perceptible  granulations. 

But  It  Is  impoffible  to  depld  by  words  the 
various  fores,  fome  of  which  are  of  a  very 
irritable  nature,  that  are  produced  by  vene- 
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real  virus,  and  through  the  medium  of  which 
the  eonftitution  is  contaminated  by  that  poi- 
fon.  Mr.  Hunter,  apparently  influenced  by 
this  belief,  fpeaks  briefly  on  the  fubject  of 
chancres,  and  obferves  that  the  fore  induced 
by  venereal  virus  will  partake  of  the  preva¬ 
lent  dlfpofitions  to  difeafe  exlfting  in  the  con-^ 
flitution  or  the  part.  If,  then,  many  venereal 
chancres  are  fo  anomalous  in  their  appearance, 
it  is  by  their  hiftory  that  vee  inuft  chiefly  be 
rruided  in  forming  our  opinion  of  their  na- 
ture,  as  will  be  prefently  more  fully  infilled 
on"^.  Refpedling  thefe  irritable  and  uncha- 

radleriftic 

*  When  mercury  is  adminiftered  in  thefe  anomalous  ve¬ 
nereal  chancres  it  fometimes  amends  them,  fometimes  it 
appears  to  have  little  or  no  effect  on  them,  and  IbmetimeSj 
by  increafing  the  febrile  indifpofition  which  they  occafion, 
its  operation  appears  to  be  prejudicial.  Sometimes,  like- 
wife,  the  irritation  which  thefe  fores  keep  up  in  the  general 
fyftem  prevents  the  fpecific  operation  of  mercury  on  the 
conllitution,  and  therefore,  in  many  cafes,  we  are  obliged, 
for  diiferent  reafons,  to  podpone  the  ufe  of  mercury  when 
it  feems  to  be  either  unavailing  or  injurious,  and  to  refurne 
it  when  future  circiiniftances  indicate.  The  local  treatment 
of  anomalous  irritable  fores  is,  under  thefe  circumftances, 
of  the  highed  importance.  The  removal  of  the  difeharges 
from  fuch  fores  feqms  eifential,  yet  every  mechanical  irrita» 
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raflerlflic '  chancres  I  wifli  to  mention  fome 
obfervations,  which  have  induced  me  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  venereal  poifon  can  be  con- 
veved  into  the  conftitution,  and  contaminate 
it  through  the  medium  of  a  fore,  the  general 
aSions  of  which  are  probably  not  venereal. 


CASE. 


A  healthy  young  man  had  a  chancre  be¬ 
hind  the  corona  glandis,  which  was  very 

tion  fliould  be  avoided  ;  and  when,  therefore,  the  retraflion 
of  the  prepuce  cannot  be  effedted  without  injury  to  the  foresj 
the  difcharges  fhould  be  wafhed  away  by  frequent  injedlions 
of  tepid  opiate  wafhes.  The  heat  and  irritation  fhould  be 
alleviated  by  keeping  up  evaporation  from  the  furface  by 
linen  folded  and  applied  round  the  part,  and  moiftened  with 
opiate  lotions.  The  penis  Ihould  be  fupported  in  an  hori¬ 
zontal  pofition,  and  kept  free  from  that  excitement  which 
preflure  or  fridlion  may  occafion.  As  foon  as  it  is  probable 
the  fores  will  bear  ftirnulants  of  any  kind,  weak  folutions  of 
metallic  falts,  and  fimilar  applications,  may  be  ufed  to  cor- 
redl  their  morbid  date  ;  and  the  ftrength  oi  thefe  applica¬ 
tions  may  be  gradually  and  caiuioufly  Increafed,  fo  as  to 
lelTen  the  morbid  irritabllit)'’  of  thefe  fores.  But  it  is  foreign 
to  my  defign  to  difcufs  the  treatment  of  thefe  cales ;  and 
the  relation  which  has  been  given  of  fome  of  them  will 
ferve  as  fpecimens  of  that  plan  of  condudl  which  I  fhould 
adopt  and  recomtucnd. 


irritable, 
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irritable,  threw  ofF  fucceflive  floughs,  which 
came  away  in  fmall  portions,  and  difcharged 
a  bloody  fanies.  It  caufed  fo  much  fwelling 
of  the  prepuce  as,  after  a  fliort  time,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  retraction  of  that  part,  fo  that  he 
could  only  cleanfe  it  by  frequently  injeCling 
the  decoCtum  capitum  papaveris.  This  fore 
difordered  his  conftitution.  As  he  was 
healthy  he  took  the  pil.  hydrarg.,  and  rubbed 
in  the  mercurial  ointment  in  confiderable 
quantities  for  more  than  a  month ;  but  It 
neither  checked  the  progrefs  of  the  fore,  nor 
affedled  his  habit.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
the  Irritable  ftate  of  the  conftitution,  which 
thefe  fores  occafion,  often  counteracts  the 
operation  of  mercury.  This  unavailing  mer¬ 
curial  courfe  was  now  defifted  from,  when 
the  ulcer  had  deftroyed  about  one  half  of  the 
glans;  It  ftlll  continued  to  fpread,  though 
flowly,  and  afterwards  healed.  In  about  two 
months  this  patient  had  eruptions  and  fore¬ 
throat,  which  had  the  charaCterlftic  marks  of 
fyphilis,  and  yielded  regularly,  like  the  fymp- 
toms  of  that  difeafe,  to  the  effeCts  of  mer¬ 
cury.  Again,  after  the  lapfe  of  fome  months, 

nodes. 
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nodes  appeared  on  the  tibia  and  ulna,  with 
nodurnal  pains  in  thofe  parts,  and  In  the 
head.  Thefe  complaints  were  equally  cha- 
radleriftic,  and  gave  way  to  the  operation  of 
mercury,  after  which  the  patient  had  no  re¬ 
turn  of  difeafe. — Can  we  fay  that  the  ad:ions 
of  a  fore,  which  were  not  amended  by  mer¬ 
cury,  and  afterwards  got  well  without  that 
medicine,  were  venereal  ?  or  did  the  mercury 
adminiftered,  as  fometimes  happens,  cure  the 
venereal  actions  of  the  fore,  and  fo  difpofe  it 
to  heal  afterwards,  yet  without  preventing  the 
abforbed  venereal  poifon  from  producing  coa- 
ftitutional  fyphilis  ? 

CASE. 

Another  healthy  young  man  had  three  ir¬ 
ritable  fores  behind  the  corona  glandis  ;  one 
in  the  middle,  one  by  theTide  of  the  frasnum, 
and  one  In  the  Intermediate  fpace.  Thefe 
fores  dlfcharged  a  vlfcid  fanies,  were  of  a 
livid  colour,  did  not  eat  into  the  part,  but 
rather  rofe  above  the  furface,  and  threw  off 
no  floughs.  We  tried,  unavailingly,  to  quiet 

their 
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their  irritability  by  opiate  applications,  and  to 
corred;  their  difeafed  ftate  by  a  great  variety 
of  other  local  means.  This  patient  took  mer¬ 
cury  ;  and,  in  confultation,  it  was  determined 
that  he  fhould  perfevere  In  it  till  his  conftitu- 
*tion  was  alfeded.  This  happened  in  about 
-fix  weeks,  but  the  medicine  did  not  operate 
in  the  way  that  was  defired.  It  made  the 
patient  weak  and  ill,  but  did  not  afFed:  his 
'  gums ;  and  at  laft  brought  on  fo  violent  an 
affedion  of  his  bowels  as  obliged  him  to 
defift,  although  the  fores  were  not  amended^ 
Knowing  that  irritable  fores,  which  in  the 
firft  inftance  refift  the  effeds  of  local  appli¬ 
cations,  do  afterwards  yield  to  them  when 
the  powers  of  the  difeafe  are,  as  it  were,  in 
,fome  degree  exhaufted,  or  its  nature  in  fome 
way  altered.  I  oiie  morning,  by  way  of  ex¬ 
periment,  touched  one  of  the  fores  with  the 
argentum  nitratum,  and  was  the  next  day 
fiirprifed  to  fee  the  amendment  it  had  pro¬ 
duced,  I  repeated  the  application'  to  this 
fore,  and  employed  it  to  the  other  two,  and  in 
a  few  days  all  the  fores  were  well.  As  foon 
as  this  gentleman  was  a  little  recovered  from 
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the  debility  occafioned  by  the  difeale  and  the 
medicine  he  went-  into  the  country,  from 
whence  he*  returned  after  fix  weeks,  with 
three  fmall  indurations  in  the  fituation  of  the 
three  fores.  Thele  indurations  regularly  in- 
creafed,  and  one  of  them  began  to  ulcerate 
on  the  furface.  They  were  fhewn  to  fiir- 
geons  of  the  greateft  experience  and  emi¬ 
nence,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  but 
that  ‘they  were  three  indurated  venereal 
chancres.  This  opinion  was  confirmed  by 
their  giving  way  regularly  to  the  ufe  of  mer¬ 
cury,  which  was  perfifted  in  till  they  were 
completely  difperfed,  fince  which  time  there 
has  been  no  return  of  dlfeafe. 

It  appears  to  me  from  fuch  cafes  that  the 
irritation  of  the  venereal  virus  may  excite 
extenfive  furrounding  difeafe  wTich  is  not 
venereal.  In  the  firft  cafe  it  feems  to  have 
got  admiffion  into  the  conftitution,  and  as  the 
mercury  employed  had  not  its  fpecific  opera¬ 
tion,  the  poifon  produced  its  cuftomary  ef- 
fedls.  In  the  latter  it  feems  to  have  been 
controuled  but  not  cured  by  mercury,  and 
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afterwards  to  have  excited  true  venereal  ac¬ 
tion  without  producing  Irritation  In  the  fur- 
roundlng  parts.  I  need  not  fay  that  thefe 
cafes  which  fuggefted  the  idea  which  has 
been  mentioned,  are  far  from  proving  its 
truth.  I  could  relate  a  great  number  of 
limllar  cafes  ;  and  in  fome  inflances,  when 
the  irritable  adtion  of  the  fore  has  ceafed,  I 
have  known  it  become  indurated  throughout 
its  whole  extent.  Thefe  kind  of  cafes  appear 
to  me  to  deferve  particular  attention,  as  it 
muft  be  by  fuch  means  that  we  may  be 
enabled  to  draw  up  a  hiftory  of  the  irregu¬ 
larities  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  Nor  is  this 
opinion,  which  has  been  mentioned,  unfup- 
ported  by  analogy ;  for  the  fame  thing  hap¬ 
pens  when  conftitutional  fymptoms  of  fy- 
phllis  occur.  The  firft  irritation  of  venereal 
difeafe  in  the  threat  frequently  produces  ex- 
tenlive  eryfipelatous  infiainmation  in  irritable 
conftitutions.  Of  this  the  patient  complains, 
and  to  this  the  pradtitioner  attends ;  and 
when  it  is  mitigated  or  cured  a  local  vene¬ 
real  ulcer  appears,  which  muft  be  regarded  as 
the  caufe  of  this  more  general  difeafe,  In 

like 
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like  manner  the  appearance  of  a  local  vene¬ 
real  node  is  ufhered  in  by  general  rheumatic 
pains  in  the  limb  and  contiguous  joints, 
which  engage  the  firft  attention,  till  at  length 
the  caufe  which  produced  them  becomes  ma- 

mr 

nifeft.  I  mean  here  only  to  advert  to  thofe 
rheumatic  affedions  which,  as  it  were,  ufher 
in  venereal  difeafes,  and  then  terminate,  and 

s 

not  to  thofe  which  occur  and  accompany  the 
veneieal  difeafes  of  the  bones  in  fome  confti- 
tutions.  If  this  opinion  be  correct,  it  will 
indeed  only  tend  to  perplex  farther  this  al¬ 
ready  intricate  fubjed  ;  yet  it  is  only  by 
a  recital  and  proper  attention  to  every  fad, 
that  it  can  ultimately  be  made  clear  and 
fimple. 

If  then,  as  feems  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  • 
Hunter,  the  venereal  adions  in  a  chancre  may 
be  fometimes  fo  modified  by  the  difeafed  pro- 
penfities  of  the  conftitutlon,  or  part,  as  to 
form'  an  ulcer  fcarcely  cognizable  as  a  vene¬ 
real  one  ;  and  if  in  fome  rare  cales  the  poifon 
may  infed  the  conftitution,  and  produce  a 
fore,  the  general  adions  of  which  are  not 
fvphilltic,  it  follows,  as  a  general  rule  of  con- 
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du£l  In  pra£tice,  that  furgeons  are  not  td 
confide  in  their  powers  of  difcrlmlnation, 

but  in  all  cafes  of  ulcers  arifing  from  impure 
intercourfe  to  ad:  as  if  the  fore  was  venereal, 
to  give  fufficient  mercury  flightly  to  affed 
the  conftitution,  to  guard  againft  the  confe- 
quences  of  abforption,  and,  by  local  and  other 
general  means,  to  cure  as  quickly  as  poffible 
the  local  difeafe,  and  thus  remove  the  fource 
of  contamination,  and  the  neceffity  for  the 
continuance  of  medicine.  This  is,  I  believes 
the  general  rule  of  pradice  adopted  by  the 
beft  furgeons,  and  it  appears  to  me,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  our  knovdedge  of  thefe  dif- 
eafes,  to  be  judicious.  One  advantage  refults 
from  this  plan  of  condud,  which  Is,  that  if 
confiitutlonal  fymptoms  follow  from  a  fore 
treated  in.  a  manner  that  ought  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  contamination  of  the  habit  had  the  fore 
been  venereal,  our  fufpicions  are  excited,  and 
by  attentive  obfervation  we  may  perhaps  dif- 
cover  that  they  are  well  founded. 

In  cafes  of  anomalous  fores  it  may  be  en¬ 
quired,  if  in  thofe,  which  the  event  proves  to 
be  of  a  venereal  nature,  the  difeafe  deviates  ma¬ 
terially 
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terially  from  its  common  charaders,  that  of  an. 
ulcerative  procefs  without  reparation,  and  ex¬ 
tending  in  every  diredion.  Do  thefe  fores  en¬ 
large  by  floughing,  or  produce  granulation  or 
fungus  ?  do  they  fpread  otherwife  than  nearly 
equally  in  their  whole  circumference  ?  does  the 
ulceration  extend  in  them  only  in  particular  di¬ 
rections  ?  do  they  heal  in  one  part  and  fpread 
in  another  ?  or  do  they  amend  and  become 
W’^orfe  fuddenly  ?  Thofe  infedted  fores  which 
are  not  venereal  have  fuch  peculiarities,  as 
has  been  fhewn  in  the  firft  part  of  this 
paper,  and  as  they  are  fo  very  various,  it 
becomes  necefl'ary  to  diftinguiih  them  from 
thofe  which  are  fyphilitic  by  accurately  no¬ 
ting  the  progrefs  of  anomalous  cafes  of  the 
latter  dlfeafe.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to 
form  any  corredt  opinions  on  this  fubjedt  on 
account  of  its  intricacy,  and  the  almoft  im- 
poffibility  of  abftaining  from  the  ufe  of  mer¬ 
cury  *  but  it  is  a  fubjedt  highly  deferving 
enquiry,  and  which  never  can  be  fairly  in- 
veftigated  till  it  be  known  that  the  fecondary 
fymptoms  arifing  from  fores  may  not  be  ve¬ 
nereal,  though  tiicir  appearances  cannot  be 

diftinguiflied 


ON  DISEASES 


160 

diftingulftied  from  fueh  difeafes  by  fight 
alone. 

With  refped:  to  fores  that  are  not  venereal 
the  difficulties  of  invefligation  are  greatly 
multiplied.  If  a  defcription  cannot  be  given 
of  venereal  fores,  it  feeins  almoft  abfurd  to 
fay  any  thing  of  thofe  multiform  fores  pro¬ 
duced  by  infc£tious  matter,  the  qualities  of 
which  may  be  probably  varloufly  modified, 
and  the  effects  of  which  appear  equally  liable 
to  modification  from  peculiarities  of  conftitu- 
tion.  Yet  in  this  intricate  fubjedt  there  are 
certain  fadls  which  can  be  dlftindlly  obferved,. 
and  deferve  attention.  Some  of  thefe  fores 
fpread  by  ulceration,  and  fome  by  floughing, 
of  which  inftances  are  related  in  the  firft  fec- 
tion  of  this  paper.  Even  Celfus  has  defcribed 
ievcral  Ipecies  of  fores  which,  as  Dr.  Adams 
has  obferved,  we  are  acquainted  with  in  the 
p relent  day.  1  have  never  feen  that  phage 
daenic  ulcer,  which  luddeoly  floughs,  affedt 
the  conftitution  ;  neither  do  I  believe  that 
furgeons  in  general  have  remarked  it ,  thofe 
who  regard  all  iheie  lores  as  venereal  attribute, 
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the  abfence  of  fecondary  fymptoms  to  the 
chancre  having  been  removed  by  the  flough- 
ing  of  the  furrounding  parts.  Yet  in  the 
cafe  related  by  Mr.  French  in  Mr.  Hunter’s 
Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  fecondary 
fymptoms  did  occur  from  a  fore  of  this  kind, 
and  got  vv'ell  without  mercury.  It  may  there¬ 
fore,  perhaps,  be  doubted  whether  this  difeafe 
be  not  an  aggravated  form  of  the  fore  which 
floughs  more  flowly,  and  from  which  the 
conftitution  is  much  more  frequently  affect¬ 
ed.  As  I  confider  any  obfervations  that  I 
have  made  on  thefe  fores  to  be  Incomplete, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and 
Dr.  Adams  having  reftriCted  the  term  Phage- 
dsena  to  one  kind  of  deftruCtive  fore,  I  feel 
more  inclined  to  leave  it  as  a  generic  term 
for  all  thefe  fores,  and  to  divide  them  Into 
fpecies  according  to  their  peculiar  characters. 
Then  we  may  defcribe  them  as  ulcerating 
phagedasnic  fores,  and  fores  which  fpread  by 
floughing.  Again,  the  ulcerating  or  flough- 
Ing  procefs  may  extend  not  in  all  but  in 
particular  directions,  and  the  floughs  may 
take  place  from  the  edges  or  from  the  whole 
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furface.  As  Dn  Adams  has  treated  thefc 
fubjeds  at  large,  I  refer  the  reader  to  his 
book ;  but  I  will  take  upon  me  to  defcribe 
one  fpecies  of  fore  which  frequently  occurs, 
and  is  generally  treated  as  venereal,  but  which 
I  am  convinced  is  not  fo. 

The  fores  alluded  to  generally  break  out 
In  fucceffion,  and  fometimcs  after  a  confider- 
able  interval  of  time ;  which  circumflance,  If 
remarked,  would  render  it  improbable  that 
they  arofe  from  Infedion  of  the  ulcerated 
part,  fince  fuch  fores  would  probably  be  con¬ 
temporary.  The  ulcer  is  at  firft  inflamed, 
and  fpreads  ordinarily  to  the  fize  of  the  fin¬ 
ger  nail :  its  circumference  is  thickened ;  it 
throws  out  new  flefh,  which  rifes  above  the 
furrounding  fkin ;  fometimes  there  Is  an 
appearance  of  feveral  little  cells  or  fpaces  In 
the  interftices  of  the  granulations,  if  they 
may  be  called  fo,  owing  to  the  whole  ulcer 
not  producing  new  flefli  in  an  equal  degree# 
Thefe  fores  are  flow  In  healing  under  any 
mode  of  treatment,  and  they  generally  get 
well  in  the  fame  fucceffion  as  they  broke  out. 

They 
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They  fometimes  form  in  a  circle  round  the 
orifice  of  the  prepuce,  and  caufe  a  contraftion 
in  that  part  after  they  have  healed.  I  do  not 
mean  to  fay  that  all  fores  occupying  this  fitu- 
ation  are  not  venereal,  but  merely  to  ftate 
that  fometimes  after  a  gonorrhoea  of  the  pre¬ 
puce,  either  originally  occurring  there,  or 
having  happened  by  a  metaftafis  of  difeafe 
from  the  urethra,  fores  do  break  out  in  this 
fituation  at  a  remote  period  from  the  receipt 
of  the  infediion,  which  are  not  venereal. 
They  feem  to  be  the  confequence  of  an  irri¬ 
tated  ftate  of  the  prepuce,  from  which  there 
Is  fometimes  a  flight  general  difcharge,  like 
that  which  takes  place  when  the  gonorrhea 
ftiifts  its  fituation  from  the  mouth  of  the 
urethra,  and  becomes  the  gonorrhoea  of  the 
prepuce.  The  glands  in  the  groin  fometimes 
fwell  from  irritation  in  thefe  cafes,  and  gene¬ 
rally  fubfide  again,  though  hhave  known  them 
fuppurate  j  but  I  never  faw  any  fecondary 
lymptoms  fucceed  to  this  Ipecies  of  ulcer. 


In  the  earlier  part  of  my  pradlice,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  general  rules,  I  ufed  to  give  mer- 
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ciiry  in  thefe  ulcers  to  fecure  the  conftitutlon 

againft  infeftloii,  whilft  I  tried  to  heal  the 

/ 

fores  as  fpeedily  as  I  could  by  topical  appli¬ 
cations.  Slightly  deftroying  the  furface  with 
the  argentum  nitratum  every  fecond  day,  and 
drefling  with  the  folutlon  of  zincum  vitriola- 

tum,  were  the  local  means  which  feemed  to 

/ 

be  moft  fuccefsful.  An  attention  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  difeafe,  and  frequent  applications 
for  advice  from  perfons  who  had  been  fe» 
verely  and  unavailingly  falivated  for  the  cure 
of  this  fpecies  of  fore,  foon  emboldened  me 
to  abftain  from  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  I 
have  never  found,  though  I  have  met  with  a 
confiderable  number  of  inftances,  that  I  have 
in  this  refpcd:  adted  wrong. 

'  As  I  believe)  that  the  relation  of  cafes  con¬ 
veys  information  ’  refpedting  difeafes  more 
corredly  and  fcrikingly  than  any  other  mode 
of  defcription,  I  fhali  mention  the  clrcum- 
ftances  of  a  cafe  which  occurred  to  me  no 
long  time  ago.  A  gentleman  had  a  flight 
irritation  in  the  urethra,  and,  after  a  few 
days,  found  the  prepuce  a  little  fwollen,  with 

a  fmall 
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a  fmall  difcharge  from  beneath  it.  This  was 
checked  by  a  weak  folution  of  zincum  vitrlo- 
latum ;  and  afterwards  three  fores,  fuch  as  I 
have  defcrlbed,  broke  out  in  fucceffion,  for 
which  he  ufed  mercury  fo  as  to  affed:  his 
mouth.  The  fores  llowly  healed,  but  two 
new  ones  made  their  appearance,  and  the 
mercurial  courfe  was  perfevered  In.  Thefe 
fores  alfo  healed  flowly,  and  a  running  came 
on  from  the  urethra,  no  new  fores  having 
appeared.  The  mercury  was  left  off,  the 
gentleman  came  to  town,  and  was  much  dif- 
trelfed  to  find  that  three  other  fores,  exadly 
like  the  former  ones,  now  broke  out,  but  the 
difcharge  from  the  urethra  had  ceafed.  At 
this  period  he  applied  to  me,  and  gave  me 
the  foregoing  narrative  of  his  diforder,  with 
an  affurance  that  he  had  expofed  himfelf  to 
no  new  rifk  of  infedion.  I  employed  only 
local  means  for  their  cure,  being  fatisfied  by 
the  hiftory  as  well  as  the  appearance  of  the 
fores  that  they  were  not  fyphilitic.  Near  a 
month  elapfed  before  any  confiderable  amend¬ 
ment  took  place,  when  a  fwelling  appeared 
in  the  groin,  and  the  fores  healed  fuddenly 
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in  a  few  days.  Leeches  and  Goulard’s  wafli 
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were  employed  to  difperfe  the  bubo,  but  in 
vain :  it  fuppurated,  and  formed  a  very  un¬ 
healthy  abfcefs.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
furrounding  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  the 
cuticle  feparated  from  the  furface  of  the 
bubo,  the  fkin  became  livid,  and  gave  dif- 
charge  to  the  matter  by  a  partly  floughing 
and  partly  ulcerating  procefs.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  proved  the  crifis  of  the  complaint :  the 
abfcefs  having  thus  broken  filled  up,  and 

healed  in  the  courfe  of  about  three  weeks, 

> 

fince  which  the  patient  has  had  no  return  of 
difeafe.  This  gentleman  was  liable  to  have 
fores  break  out  fpontaneoufly  on  the  pre¬ 
puce  :  they  got  well  readily  by  bathing  them 
with  a  weak  folution  of  zincum  vitriolatum  ; 
and  I  believe  that  perfons  who  have  naturally 
an  irritable  flate  of  the  prepuce  are  moft  ob¬ 
noxious  to  fuch  affedions.  We  muft  not, 
however,  impute  the  occurrence  of  thefe  pe¬ 
culiar  fores  to  mere  irritability,  but  to  fome 
fpecific  contagion. 

The  difeharge  from  the  urethra  in  fuch 
eales  Is  not  confiderable,  nor  attended  with 

much 
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much  Inflammation  or  chqrdee,  nor  does  It 
increafe  in  violence ;  it  ,,may  therefore  be 
eafily  diftinguiflied  from  common  gonorrhoea 
and  its  varieties. 

Sometimes,  in  a  common  gonorrhea,  the 
difeafe  fhifts  its  ground  and  attacks  the  fore- 
flcin,  and  fores  from  about  the  orifice  of  this 
part.  Thefe  are  of  a  different  nature  from 
the  fores  which  I  have  been  defcribing :  their 
furface  is  generally  gloffy,  not  producing  ex-^ 
uberant  new  flelh,  and  their  colour  is  un¬ 
healthy.  They  generally  get  well  as  the  dif¬ 
eafe  returns  to  its  original  fituatlon  in  the 
urethra.  I  merely  mention  thefe  circum- 
ftances  to  induce  attention,  and  to  prevent 
furgeons  from  confounding  the  fores  which 
I  have  been  defcribing  with  any  others  fimi- 
larly  fituated,  but  different  in  their  nature. 

I  am  defirous  of  briefly  relating  an  anec¬ 
dote,  communicated  to  me  by  an  eminent 
furgeon  in  this  town,  on  the  fubjed;  of  fores 
that  occur  from  a  diforder  firft  affecting  the 
urethra.  This  cafe  deferves  attention,  not 
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only  as  being  curicjus  in  itfelf  but  becaufe  it 
corroborates  the  foregoing  obfervation  by  the 
teftimony  of  another.  A  gentleman  lately 
married  complained  to  his  furgeon  of  a  run¬ 
ning  from  the  urethra,  which  fo  ftrikingly 
refembled  a  venereal  gonorrhsea  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  could  not  but  afcribe  it  to  infection.  He 
had  afterwards  a  fwelling  of  the  prepuce,  and 
fores  on  that  part,  which  confirmed  the  fur¬ 
geon  in  his  opinion,  and  produced  a  kind  of 
diflenfion  between  his  patient  and  him,  the 
one  affirming  that  the  difeafe  was  venereal, 
the  other  that  it  could  not  poffibly  be  fo,  as 
his  wife  had  no  difeafe,  and  he  had  had  con¬ 
nexion  with  no  other  woman.  The  effed:  of 
this  litigation  was,  that  the  furgeon  could  not 
urge  the  taking  mercury,  nor  would  the  pa¬ 
tient  require  the  adminiftration  of  that  medi¬ 
cine,  though  a  bubo,  forethroat,  and  eruptions 
fucceeded,  which  could  not  be  diftinguiflied 
from  fimilar  complaints  of  a  fyphilitic  nature, 
but  all  of  which  fpontaneoufly  got  well. 

Under  this  head  of  fores  which  occur  on 
the  genitals,  and  which  are  not  fyphilitic,  I 

may 
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may  mention  one  fpecles.that  I  have  feveral 
times  feen  on  the  fide  of  the  penis,  which  is 
herpetic,  aflfe£ting  new  parts  whilft  thofe  firft 
affedled  get  well ;  fo  that  the  fore  may  exift 
a  long  time,  and  be  very  troublefome,  though 
its  fituation  may  have  varied  confidcrably. 

I  have  alfo  feen  a  circle  of  fmall  fores,  like 
what  takes  place  in  tinea,  occur  on  the  out-^ 
fide  of  the  prepuce  in  confequence  of  fome 
acrimonious  fecretions  being  applied  to  it  in 
fexual  intercourfe.  Some  difeafes,  whatever 
may  be  their  primary  nature,  do,  afterfa  time, 
extend  themfelves  between  the  integuments 
and  the  fubjacent  parts.  I  have  known  ;many 
difeafes  which  burrow  in  this  manner  treat¬ 
ed  as  fyphilitic,  and,  as  the  event  of  the 
cafes  has  proved,  improperly.  Indeed  the 
progrefs  of  fuch  difeafes  is  fo  different  from 
that  of  fyphilis,  that  It  is  natural  to  diferedit 
its  being  fo.  Difeafes  which  proceed  in  this 
manner  feem  to  be  of  an  irritable  nature,  and 
to  affedt  moft  thofe  parts  which  have  leaft 
powers  of  life,  which  appears  to  be  the  caufe 
of  their  peculiar  mode  of  extending  them¬ 
felves. 


I  have 
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I  have  in  the  foregoing  pages  endeavoured 
to  reprefent  briefly  the  circumftances  of  the 
primary  ulcers  of  difeafes  which  are,  and 
of  thofe  which  are  not,  fyphilitic,  and  to  flate 
the  general  rules  for  the  adminiilration  of 
mercury  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  I  have  de- 
fcribed  fome  fores  which  have  not,  as  far  as  I 
know,  been  diflinguifhed,  and  which,  in  my 
opinion,  are  not  venereal,  though  they  are 
generally  treated  as  fuch.  To  take  a  fimilar 
comparative  view  of  conftitutional  difeafes 
arifing  from  thefe  various  fores  would  render 
this  paper  too  prolix.  I  hope  it  will  be  feen 
that  I  do  not  prefume,  nor  do  I  fee  caufe,  to 
deviate  from  thofe  eftablifhed  rules  of  prac¬ 
tice  founded  on  the  general  experience  of 
furgeons.  It  would  indeed,  in  my  opinion, 
be  prefumptuous  in  an  individual  to  form 
general  rules  drawn  from  his  fcanty  expe¬ 
rience  ;  I  may  be  allowed,  however,  to  re¬ 
mark  that  individuals  of  the  profeflion  are 
likely  to  err  by  inferences  drawn  from  their 
own  pradice;  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
fome  profeflSonal  men  at  prefent  are  inclined 
to  believe  all  fores  arifing  from  impure  con¬ 
nexion  to  be  fyphilitic,  whilft  others  may  be 

too 
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too  fcrupulous  in  expecting  all  fyphilitic  fores 
to  poflefs  their  common  characflers.  The 
truth  probably  in  this,  as  In  other  inftances, 
lies  between  thefe  extremes.  Much  however, 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  remains  to  be  aC. 
certained,  and  I  think  that  thofe  furgeons 
would  do  eflential  fervice  to  fcience,  who 
would  give  an  accurate  account  of  the  ir¬ 
regularities  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  But  fuch 
an  account  never  can  be  given  by  one,  who 
efteems  all  difeafes  venereal,  which  refemble 
venereal  difeafes  In  appearance.  The  fore¬ 
going  cafes  will,  I  think,  at  leaft  prove  this  to 
be  fad;  and  it’ was  a  principal  incitement  to 
their  publication,  that  if  this  fad  were  gene¬ 
rally  admitted,  it  might  lead  to  that  fcrupu¬ 
lous  attention  and  impartial  obfervation  of 
fyphilitic  difeafes,  as  would  probably  lead  to 
accurate  diftIn£lions,  and  the  removal  of  that 
-obfeurity  with  which  they  have  hitherto  been 
furrounded.  I  have  fupprefled  many  obfer- 
vations  of  my  own  on  this  fubjed,  from  a 
belief  that  it  is  better  to  fay  nothing  than  to 
offer  opinions  not  fully  confirmed  by  fads. 
The  idea  that  fyphilis  is  a  moft  variable  and 
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proteus-Iike  difeafe  has  probably  arifen  from 
thofe  Irregular  difeafes  which  I  have  defcribed 
in  the  firft  fedlion  of  this  paper  being  con¬ 
founded  with  it.  The  opinion  is  however 
prejudicial,  as  it  checks  attentive  obfervation 
by  declaring  its  Inutility.  If  it  fhould  be  in 
our  power,  as  I  fhould  hope  It  may,  by  di- 
reftlng  our  attention  to  the  hlftory  rather 
than  to  the  appearances  of  thefe  difeafes,  to 
diftinguifli  fyphilis  from  other  complaints, 
then  we  may  alfo  be  able  to  defcribe  the  ir^ 
regularities  of  this  difeafe,  and  to  inform 
others  when  it  affumes  deceptive  charadters, 
and  purfues  an  unufual  track,  what  difguife  ' 
it  puts  on,  and  what  courfes  it  follows. 


[  ^73  1 


On  Injuries  of  the  Head. 

JN  the  efTays  which  I  formerly  publiflied^ 
as  well  as  in  the  prefent  work,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  excite  the  attention  of  fur- 
geons  to  particular  points  of  pradtice,  and  to 
eftablifh  them  by  cafes,  without  entering  into 
a  full  difcuffion  of  any  furgical  fubjedt.  This 
plan,  though  ufeful  from  its  brevity,  is  not 
without  its  inconvenience.  In  the  accoant 
of  injury  done  to  the  head  I  ftatcd,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  older  furgeons  had  recom¬ 
mended  the  operation  of  the  trephine  to  be 
performed  in  fome  cafes  unneceifarily ;  whilft 
others,  who  had  witneffed  the  frequent  ill 
fuccefs  attending  that  operation,  feemed  in¬ 
clined  to  reprobate  it  too  generally.  In  order 
to  fliew  what  were  the  kind  of  cafes  in  which 
it  might  be  abftained  from,  I  related  feveral 
inftances  of  fradtures  with  flight  depreffion, 
which  did  perfedtly  well  without  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  trephine  :  I  alfo  mentioned  other 
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cafes  to  prove  that  flight  prefTure  on  the 
brain  is  not  productive  of  thofe  dreadful 
confequences  which  had  been  formerly  ap¬ 
prehended.  Thefe  faCts  were  intended  to 
point  out  the  impropriety  of  the  former 
practice,  which  was  founded  on  the  belief 
that  the  brain  was  an  organ  of  fuch  delicate 
ftruCture  that  the  lead  degree  of  prefTure 
would  be  highly  injurious :  which  opinions 
would  induce  us  to  trephine  in  cafes  of  flight 
depreflion,  or  even  where  a  little  blood  was 
fuppofed  to  be  effufed  upon  the  dura  mater. 
Yet  I  know  that  feveral  furgeons,  whofa 
judgment  I  refpeCl,  thought  that  the  repre- 
fentation  which  I  gave  of  this  fubjeCl  might 
induce  others  to  abftain  from  the  operation 
of  the  trephine,  when  it  was  neceflary,  in  a 
prejudicial  degree.  I  muft  however  fay,  that 
many  cafes  which  have  occurred  fince  my 
laft  publication  have  tended  to  confirm  the 
opinions  which  I  have  delivered  on  this  fub- 
jeCt.  One  of  thefe  I  fl^all  briefly  relate. 

A  lad,  eighteen  years  of  age,  had  the  fqua- 
mous  part  of  the  temporal  bone  beaten  in  5 
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the  fraQure  ran  horizontally,  about  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  above  the  zygoma,  and  could  be 
diftindily  traced  with  the  finger,  introduced 
through  the  torn  fcalp  and  temporal  mufcle, 
for  two  inches.  The  upper  part  of  the  bone 
was  deprefled  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch ; 
and  it  was  impoffible  to  trephine  below  the 
fradure  in  order  to  elevate  the  deprefled  por¬ 
tion.  The  lad  had  recovered  from  the  im¬ 
mediate  ftunning  occafioned  by  the  injury, 
nor  was  there  any  fymptom  that  indicated 
material  derangement  of  the  fundions  of  the 
brain  from  the  prefTure  which  it  fuftained. 
He  was  bled  largely,  and  took  purging  medi¬ 
cine,  and  was  moderately  well  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day.  On  the  fecond  morning  he  was 
again  purged  ;  and  when  I  faw  him  at  noon 
nothing  materially  wrong  appeared  ;  but 
when  I  came  to  the  hofpital  at  eight  in  the 
evening  I  found  he  had  gradually  become 
delirious,  and  that  he  then  could  fcarcely  be 
kept  in  bed.  His  fkin  was  hot,  and  his  pulfe 
frequent  and  ftrong.  Thefe  fymptoms  could 
be  attributed  to  nothing  but  inflammation  of 
the  brain  j  he  was  therefore  immediately  and 
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largely  bled.  He  now  became  quiet  and 
manageable;  but  the  next  morning  his  re¬ 
plies  to  all  queftions  were  incoherent,  his 
piilfe  frequent,  his  Ikin  hot,  and  his  tongue 
dry.  The  bleeding  and  purging  were  re¬ 
peated,  and  at  night  a  blifter  v/as  applied  to 
his  neck.  Ori  the  following  morning  he^was 
fleeping  and  feeble,  but  his  anfwers  were  ra¬ 
tional  ;  as  the  frequency  and  fulnefs  of  his 
pulfe  increafed  in  the  evening,  he  was  again 
bled.  The  inflammation  of  the  brain  was 
now  fubdued,  and  the  patient  gradually  re¬ 
covered.  The  wound  healed  without  any 
exfoliation  of  bone,  an^d  when  he  was  dif- 
charged  from  the  hofpital  there  was  not  the 
moft  trivial  circumftance  which  could  induce 
us  to  fufpeft  that  the  brain  had  fuftained  any 
injury  from  the  accident.  His  fleep  was 
found  and  undifturbed,  and  the  fudden  mo¬ 
tion  of  his  head  in  any  dire£l:ion  occafioned 
no  giddinefs  or  inconvenience. 


This  cafe,  with  the  others  that  I  have  re¬ 
lated,  fhews  that  the  inflammation  of  the 
brain  is  to  be  expected  as  a  confequence  of 

any 
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any  ferlous  Injury  of  the  head,  and  cau 
fcarcely  be  confidered  as  the  effed  of  flight 
preflure,  as  it  frequently  does  not  occur  till 
fome  time  after  the  preflure  has  exifted,  and 
is  removed  though  the  prelTure  ftill  remains. 

I  have  fald,  that  the  cafes  which  I  have 
met  with  fince  my  former  publication  on  this 
fubjed,  have  confirmed  the  opinions  that  were 
then  delivered.  Candour  however  obliges  me 
to  relate  the  circumftances  of  the  only  cafe, 
which  I  have  feen  fince  that  time,  of  fradure 
with  flight  deprelfion-  of  the  Ikull  which  ter*» 
minated  fatally. 

June  3,  i8o2.  A  coachman,  twenty-three 
years  of  age  was  thrown  from  his  box.  The 
middle  of  the  anterior  edge  of  the  right  pari¬ 
etal  bone  was  fradured,  and  a  piece  about 
the  fize  of  a  fixpence  was  flightly  depreffed. 
He  foon  recovered  from  the  ftunning  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fall,  and  did  not  come  to  the 
hofpital  till  the  fucceeding  day.  As  he  was 
perfedly  well  he  was  but  flightly  bled,  and 
no  bad  confequences  of  this  injury  appeared 
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for  two  months.  At  this  time  he  came  agaut 
to  the  hofpital,  complaining  of  fpafms  in  hi& 
left  arm.  The  wound,  which  was  not  yet 
healed  being  examined,  the  depreffed  bone 
was  found  to  be  loofe,  and  was  removed, 
which  alleviated  the  fpafms.  Soon  afterwards 
a  portion  of  the  external  table  of  the  fkull 
alfo  came  away.  In  the  middle  of  September 
his  health  feemed  much  deranged,  and  he 
continued  to  get  weaker  till  the  middle  of 
Odtober.  The  dura  mater  had  gradually  be¬ 
come  protuberant,  and  covered  with  a  fungus; 
it  at  laft  gave  way,  and  coagulated  blood  was 
dlfcharged  mixed  with  detached  pieces  of  the 
fubftance  of  the  brain.  The  left  arm  had  now 
loft  its  fenfation,  though  the  patient  could 
feebly  diredt  its  motions.  On  the  17th  of 
Odober  the  patient  became  very  ill,  and  much 
bloody  ferum  was  difcharged  from  the  w^ound. 
He  was  delirious  during  the  night,  but  on 
the  next  day  underftood  all  queftions  pro- 
pofed  to  him ;  blood  and  brain  were  difcharged 
through  the  wound.  On  the  evening  of 
the  19th  he  died.  There  was  found  a  va¬ 
cancy  ill  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  oppofite. 
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to  the  deficiency  in  the  bone,  through  which 
the  efFufed  blood  and  crufhed  brain  had  been 
difcharged.  In  other  refpedis  thefe  mem¬ 
branes  were  perfectly  found.  The  whole 
right  hemlfphere  of  the  brain  feemed  to  be 
reduced  into  a  pulpy  and  fetid  mafs,  compofed 
of  a  mixture  of  blood  and  brain  3  the  cortical 
fubftance,  to  the  depth  of  about  half  an  inch, 
remaining  found,  and  containing  the  other* 
This  large  cavity  communicated  with  the  left 
ventricle  under  the  fornix. 

The  want  of  any  urgent  fymptoms  in  the 
beginning  of  this  cafe  prevented  the  patient 
from  fubmitting  to  thofe  ftrid:  attentions, 
which  might  have  produced  his  ultimate 
welfare.  The  reader  muft  form  his  own 
opinion  whether  the  continuance  of  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  bone  was  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
in  the  fubftance  of  the  brain.  In  order  to 
form  a  corredt  opinion  it  fhould  be  confidered 
that  fometimes  the  immediate  bruife  of  the 
brain  will  occafion  fuch  a  difeafe,  although 
the  depreffed  bone  be  fpeedily  elevated,  of 
which  inftances  are  related  in  my  former 
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publication  t  and  that  fometimes  difeafe  and 
abfcefles  of  the  brain  enfue  from  mere  con- 
cuflion,  as  was  the  cafe  in  Le  Sleur  de  Gallols, 
related  by  Mr.  Louis  in  the  Memoires  de 
TAcademie  de  Chirurgie,  tom.  5.  They  may 
occur  alfo  without  any  frafture  of  the  bone, 
perhaps  from  the  irritation  which  dead  bone 
occafions  in  the  fubjacent  parts;  of  which  I 
lhall  relate  the  following  inftance. 

I 

A  man  had  the  fcalp  bruifed  and  torn 
down  by  the  wheel  of  a  cart  from  off  the 
frontal  bone*  He  was  not  ftunned  at  all  by 
the  accident.  The  bruifed  fcalp  mortified 
and  the  bone  was  left  bare.  He  remained  in 
the  hofpital  waiting  for  exfoliation,  and  as 
he  had  no  illnefs,  but  little  attention  was  paid 
to  him.  After  about  two  months,  however, 
he  became  weak,  and  ultimately  delirious,  and 
died,  and  on  examination  an  abfcefs  contain¬ 
ing  about  one  ounce  and  a  half  of  pus  was 
found  in  the  front  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  be¬ 
neath  the  dead  bone,  and  full  half  an  inch 
from  the  furface. 


It 
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It  was  my  objedt  In  the  former  publication, 
fimply  to  ftate  the  circumftances  of  cafes  of 
fradtures  of  the  cranium  with  flight  depref- 
fion,  which  would  do  well  without  elevation. 
Had  I  been  fpeaking  at  large  on  the  fubjedt 
of  trephining,  I  fliould  have  ftated  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
would  probably  be  more  fevere  after  that 
operation  has  been  performed,  than  they 
would  have  been,  had  it  been  omitted.  This 
opinion  has  been  formed  from  obferving,  that 
in  many  cafes,  where  the  trephine  has  been 
employed  In  cafes  of  flight  depreffion,  the 
fubfequent  inflammatory  fymptoms  have  been 
fo  violent  that  they  could  not  be  controuled 
by  the  moft  copious  evacuations,  and  that  the 
patients  have  In  confequence  died.  Indeed 
the  opinion  is  fufficiently  probable  to  make  It 
admitted,  were  it  not  fupported  by  numerous 
fadts:  for  in  trephining  an  additional  injury 
muft  be  done  to  the  fcalp  and  cranium,  which 
would  increafe  the  fympathetic  Irritation  of 
the  internal  parts;  and  the  fufceptibillty  of 
the  brain  would  probably  be  increafed,  when 
that  flight  preiTure,  which  it  had  endured  was 
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fuddenly  taken  away.  Probably  the  vehe-» 
mence  and  frequent  fatality  of  the  inflamma¬ 
tion,  which  follows  the  operation  of  the 
trephine,  is  the  circumflance  which  has  led 
feme  practitioners  to  be  unwarrantably  averfe 
to  its  performance.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that 
I  mean  to  defcribe  the  fubfequent  fymptoms 
as  In  every  Inftance  uncontroulable  and  fatal ; 
on  the  contrary  I  know  it  to  be  a  necelTary 
and  fuccefsful  operation.  I  only  mean  to 
remark  that  inflammation  will  come  on  with 
or  without  its  performance  in  cafes  of  violent 
injury,  and  that  it  would  probably  be  more 
violent  under  the  former  than  under  the  latter 
circumflance.  Had  I  been  in  the  former 
publication  writing  exprefsly  on  the  operation 
of  the  trephine,  I  fliould  have  flated  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  no  confiderable  depreffion  of 
the  cranium  ought  to  be  fuffered  to  remain; 
and  that  every  hazard  Ihould  be  encountered 
rather  than  fuch  a  degree  of  preflTure  fhould 
be  fuffered  to  remain,  'as  might  be  produClive 
of  future  Inflammation  and  difeafe,  or  dif- 
turb  the  functions  of  fo  important  an  organ 
the  brain.  The  objeCt  of  my  lafl  publica- 
^  tion 
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tion  was  to  fliew,  as  far  as  my  opportunities 
.of  obfervatlon  enabled  me,  what  appeared  to 
be  the  kind  of  cafes,  in  which  it  would  be 
Injurious  to  apply  the  trephine,  •  and  what 
cafes  would  do  well  without  that  operation. 

If  I  had  been  writing  exprefsly  on  the  cir- 
cumftances  requiring  the  operation  of  the 
trephine,  I  fhould  alfo  have  faid,  that  where 
the  bone  was  broken  Into  many  pieces,  fo  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  they  would  not  unite, 
but  on  the  contrary  that  fome  would  perllh, 
and  that  fuppuration  would  take  place,  it 
would  be  right  to  make  a  fmall  perforation, 
and  take  away  the  fplintered  portions  of  bone. 
They  might  otherwife  become  loofened  by 
fuppuration,  and  keep  up  for  a  length  of  time 
an  irritation  on  the  fubjacent  membranes  and 
brain,  in  confequence  of  that  fympathy  which 
cxifts  between  external  and  internal  parts. 

I 

It  will  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  decide  in  fome  cafes,  whether  it  is 
preferable  to  trephine  or  not.  All  that  I  have 
faid,  either  in  the  former  paper,  or  in  this,  is 

N  4  defigned 
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defigned  more  to  excite  obfervation  and  In- 
veftigation  in  others,  than  from  a  belief  that 
I  have  eftablifhed  any  certain  rules  for  de- 
clfion.  The  cafes  on  which  the  opinions  are 
founded  muft,  however,  I  think,  be  worthy  of 
attention. 

Since  my  laft  publication  on  this  fubjecS:  I 
have  met  wdth  a  cafe  of  concuflion  of  the  brain, 
fo  remarkable  on  account  of  the  violence  of 
the  fucceeding  inflammatory  fymptoms  and 
their  confequences,  and  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  patient  under  fuch  violent  and 
complicated  difeafe,  that  I  deem  it  worthy  of 
publication.  The  cafe  was  attended  by  Mr. 
Sheppard  of  Chew  Magna,  who  was,  at  the 
time  it  happened,  dreffing  pupil  to  Sir  Charles 
Blicke  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital.  To  his 
judicious  and  unremitting  attention  I  cannot 
but  attribute  In  a  great  degree  the  ultimate  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  patient.  The  account  which  I  have 
drawn  up.  Is  taken  from  Mr.  Sheppard’s  notes, 

David  Davis,  a  robuft  man,  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  was  admitted  Into  St.  Bartholomew’s 

hofpital 
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hofpital  on  the  21ft  of  November  1799-  He 
had  fallen  from  a  confiderable  height  on  his 
head,  and  had  bruifed  and  wounded  the  fcalp, 
but  without  fracturing  the  bone.  He  was, 
when  brought  to  the  hofpital,  fo  far  infenfible, 
as  not  to  be  affeCted  by  flight  imprellions,  and 
his  extremities  were  cold.  His  feet  were  put 
into  hot  water,  and,  after  fome  time,  he  became 
warm  and  more  fenfible,  and  the  pupils  of 
his  eyes  contracted  as  in  common.  Twelve 
•ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  tem¬ 
poral  artery,  and  a  purging  medicine  given. 
On  the  following  day,  the  pulfe  being  full  and 
hard,  fixteen  ounces  more  of  blood  were  taken 
away,  and  the  purging  medicine  repeated, 
which  procured  feveral  ftools,  and  a  blifter 
was  alfo  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  meafures,  however,  he 
became  delirious,  and  his  fkin  felt  hot,  and 
he  complained  of  pain  in  his  head.  Twelve 
ounces  more  of  blood  w^ere  therefore  taken, 
and  three  grains  of  pulvis  antimonlalis  given 
every  fourth  hour, 

November  24.  The  delirium  flill  con¬ 
tinued,  but  the  patient  lay  more  quiet:  his 

pulfe 
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pulfe  was  120  and  full,  therefore  twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  and  as  the 
delirium  and  ftrength  of  the  pulfe  ftill  con- 
.tinned,  in  the  evening  the  bleeding  was  re¬ 
peated  to  the  extent  of  twelve  ounces.  His 
bowels  were  alfo  emptied  by  magnefia  vitri- 
data  and  fenna.  Afterwards  he  had  thirty 
drops  of  Tra.  opii  given  him  at  night,  fie 
flept  fome  hours  in  the  night,  and  next 
morning  his  pulfe  was  lefs  hard,  and  only 
96  in  a  minute;  lus  anfwers  to  queftlons 
were  alfo  much  more  rational,  and  de¬ 
livered  in  a  lefs  loud  and  quick  tone  of  voice 
than  before.  For  daring  the  greater  part  of 
the  delirium  he  had  been  very  unmanageable, 
rolling  about  in  bed  and  endeavouring  to  get 
up,  and  fpeaking  in  a  loud  and  fierce  manner. 
Toward  the  evenifig  the  fymptoms  again  in- 
creafed;  his  pulfe  v/as  120,  and  harder  and 
fuller  than  in  the  morning;  his  fkin  was  hot, 
and  he  complained  of  thirft.  He  had  taken 
purging  medicine  in  the  morning,  which  had 
operated.  Three  grains  of  antlmonial  powder 
wxre  now  given  every  fourth  hour,  and  his 
feet  put  into  warm  water  In  hopes  of  pro- 
|:uring  perfpiration ;  ten  ounces  of  blood 

were 


SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS.  187 

were  taken  from  the  temporal  artery,  and  the 
opiate  repeated  at  night. 

2 5th.  The  patient  had  flept  during  great 
part  of  the  night ;  his  pulfe  1 00 ;  he  complained 
of  cold  though  his  fkin  was  hot,  and  of  great 
pain  In  his  head.  More  ftools  were  procured, 
and  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  temporal  artery.  He  now  took  fix  grains 
of  pulv.  ipecac,  comp,  every  four  hours. 

26th.  He  bad  been  delirious  during  the 
former  part  of  the  night,  but  had  flept  tOi 
ward  the  morning ;  in  other  refpeds  he  was 
much  as  before.  In  the  evening,  as  his  pulfe 
would  bear  it,  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  • 
again  taken  away. 

27th.  Rulfe  fofter  and  frequent.  He  had 
three  ftools  from  medicine  in  the  evening. 
The  delirium  feemed  to  have  a  little  fubfided, 
and  he  was  much  inclined  to  fleep,  fo  that  it 
was  difficult  to  obtain  an  anfwer  from  him. 

28th.  A  blifter  was  applied  to  his  head, 
^nd  in  the  evening  his  pulfe  becoming  full, 

7  ten 
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ten  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  him. 
Two  grains  of  opium  were  given  him  at 
night. 

129th.  He  had  flept  well  but  complained  of 
his  head,  and  of  difficulty  in  fwallowing,  and 
in  the  evening  had  hemiplegia  of  the  right 
fide  of  his  body, 

30th.  He  had  flept  but  little,  the  bowels 
lax,  the  pulfe  fmall  and  frequent,  the  hemi- 
plegla  continues. 

‘VJ 

We  had  thus  far  been  endeavouring,  by  the 
moit  powerful  means,  to  fubdue  a  violent  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  brain,  and  could  fcarcely  be 
faid  to  have  accomplilhed  our  defign,  when  a 
new  affe£lIon  called  for  attention.  I  think  It 
can  fcarcely  be  doubted  that  the  hemiplegia 
was  the  efledl  of  preffiire  made  by  an  effufion 
ot  fluids  in  confequence  of  inflammation, 
operating  probably  chiefly  on  the  left  hemi- 
fphere  of  the  brain,  fo  as  to  paralize  the  oppo^- 
fite  fide  of  the  body.  Under  this  perfuafion, 
and  v/ithout  expedfation  of  fuccefs,  I  direded 
that  two  drachms,  by  meafure,  of  Rrong  mer¬ 
curial 
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curial  ointment  fhould  be  rubbed  in  on  his 
arms  and  legs  night  and  morning,  and  that 
five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  with  one  grain 
of  opium,  fhould  be  given  three  times  a  day, 
Thefe  means  were  continued  for  three  days 
without  any  flriking  amendment  being  per¬ 
ceived,  but  on  the  fourth  (Dec.  4.)  he  ftretch- 
ed  out  his  right  arm  when  required,  and  he 
was  able  to  fwallow  without  difficulty.  As 
he  was  getting  better,  the  fame  plan  w^as 
per  fevered  In  till  the  9  th,  when  the  mercury 
had  affeded  his  mouth,  and  produced  a 
diarrhcea.  He  now  knew  all  thofe  perfons 
who  had  attended  him,  and  his  ftate  was 
furprlfingly  altered.  During  the  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  brain  he  had  been  very  unman¬ 
ageable,  and  his  replies  and  expreflions  were 
fierce  and  loud.  Now  he  was  extremely^ 
tradable,  and  wept  whenever  he  was  fpoken 
to.  His  pulfe  was  very  feeble,  and  beat  but 
90  in  a  minute.  It  feerns  right  to  mention 
that  a  few  days  afterwards,  when  he  was 
flowly  recovering,  one  of  the  wounds  of  the 
temporal  artery  gave  way,  and  he  loft  perhaps 
fourteen  ounces  of  blood  before  it  was  per- 

4  ceived. 


igo  SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

ceived.  This  circuinftance  of  courfe  made 
him  weaker,  aud  increafed  the  frequency  of 
his  pulfe,  but  it  did  not  much  impede  his 
recovery,  which,  though  very  flow,  was  very 
perfed.  Extenfive  floughing  of  the  integu¬ 
ments  of  the  nates  had  taken  place,  which  it 
does  not  feein  requifite  to  mention,  but  inaf- 
much  as  it  tends  to  fhew  the  reduced  flate 
to  which  he  was  brought.  Indeed  if  this 
patient  had  not  poiTeffed  a  vigorous  conftitu- 
tion,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  he  would 
have  furvived  the  debility  which  this  difeafe 
and  the  treatment  conjointly  produced. 

The  extent  of  the  evacuations,  that  fur- 
geons  are  obliged  to  make,  in  inflammations 
of  vital  organs  is  fuch,  as  would  deter  the 
unexperienced  irom  purfuing  them,  and  muft 
ailonifli  thofe  who  have  employed  them  with 
fuccefs,  that  they  could  be  borne  with  fo  little 
apparent  injury.  It  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  confiderlng  the  difeafe  as  the  flimulus 
which  keeps  up  the  adllons  of  the  conftitution 
under  fuch  exhaufting  meafures,  as  would 
occafion  them  to  fmk  but  for  this  excitement. 

I  have 
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I  have  feen  fo  many  additional  cafes  of 
concuffion,  fo  exadly  correfponding  to  thofe 
formerly  related,  that  I  am  more  fully  fatif- 
lled  of  the  truth  of  the  reprefentation  which 
has  been  given  of  them.  I  have  In'confe- 
quence  been  led  more  and  more  to  wonder, 
that  a  contrary  plan  of  treatment  to  that 
wliich  has  been  fo  uniformly  fuccefsful, 
could  ever  have  been  recommended,  and  to 
conjedure  what  cafes  could  have  occurred, 
in  which  fuch  oppofite  pradice  muft  not  have 
been  ftrlkingly  prejudicial.  Probably  I  may 
point  out  fuch  cafes;  and  as  I  do  not  find 
them  deferibed  in  books  of  furgery,  becaufe 
they  have  not  been  deemed  fufficiently  im¬ 
portant,  it  may  not  be  improper  briefly  to 
mention  them. 


A  young  lady  was  hooping  in  a  clofet,  and 
rlfing  up  fuddenly  and  forcibly  fhe  flruck  her 
head  againft  a  fhelf.  The  blow  occafioned 
extreme  pain,  but  did  not  ftun  her.  She 
went  down  hairs  without  mentioning  the  ac¬ 
cident,  and  after  fitting  with  her  friends  for 
a  fliort  time  fhe  fainted.  As  it  was  in  the 


evening 
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evening  fhe  went  to  bed,  but  could  not  fleep 
for  pain  in  her  head,  and  the  next  day  her 
pulfe  was  very  languid,  and  her  extremities 
cold,  file  complained  of  great  pain  when  the' 
fcalp  was  flightly  touched,  and  faid  there  was 
a  fenfatlon  as  if  cold  water  was  dropping  on 
it.  She  took  fome  gentle  opening  medicine, 
w^hich  relieved  thefe  fymptoms,  but  fhe  could 
non  fit  up  for  many  days,  and  it  was  a 
confiderable  time  before  fhe  recovered  the 
languor,  which  the  blow  had  occafioned  :  but 
neither  fever,  nor  failure  of  fenfatlon,  or  of 
intelled  took  place  in  the  flighteft  degree. 
I  have  feen  many  fimllar  cafes,  and  in  one 
the  patient  faid  his  fenfatlons  were  fuch  as 
would  induce  him  to  believe  that  his  brain 
was  loofe,  and  moving  on  the  infide  of  the 
fkulL  All  thefe  cafes  were  relieved  by  flight 
evacuations,  as  gently  opening  medicines, 
leeches,  or  cupping,  though  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  a  contrary  plan  of  treatment, 
which  has  been  recommended  in  concuffion, 
might  have  been  purfued  without  material 
detriment. 


I  fhall 


SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS.  I93 

I  (hall  next  relate  a  cafe,  In  which  though 
the  brain  was  not  the  immediate  fubje£l:  of 
the  injury,  yet  it  became  affeded  in  confe- 
quence  of  It,  and  I  think  the  cafe  deferves  to 
be  recorded,  not  only  on  account  of  feveral 
ufeful  fads  and  hints  relative  to  pradice 
which  It  affords,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  may  even¬ 
tually  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  economy 
and  difeafes  of  the  brain. 

CASE. 

A  man  was  gored  in  the  neck  by  a  cow. 
The  horn  entered  by  the  left  fide  of  the  cricoid 
cartilage,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  vertebra ; 
it  then  paffed  upwards  on  the  bodies  of  thofe 
bones,  nearly  as  high  as  the  bottom  of  the 
fkull,  afterwards  it  came  out  behind  the  angle 
of  the  jaw,  expofing  and  in  fome  degree  in- 
juring  the  parotid  gland  in  its  paflage,  and 
lacerating  the  fkin  of  the  face  as  high  as  the 
middle  of  the  ear.  In  its  courfe  it  had  paffed 
beneath,  and  torn  the  internal  carotid  artery, 
and  all  the  primary  branches  in  front  of  the 
external  carotid  artery.  The  former  veffel 

O  was 
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was  not  however  entirely  rent  afunder,  fo  that 
the  general  courfe  of  the  artery  and  its  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  cranium  remained  in  the 
ufual  ftate.  Notwithflanding  the  fize-of  the 
veffels  which  had  been  torn,  they  did  not 
immediately  bleed ;  the  wound  was  therefore 
clofed  and  bound  up.  The  blood  was  foon 
obferved  to  flow  in  ftreams  down  the  neck,  nor 
could  any  general  prelTure  upon  the  wound 
prevent  hemorrhage.  In  this  ftate  the  man 
was  conveyed  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,. 
but  he  loft  a  large  quantity  of  blood  before 
his  arrival. 

The  patient  was'  laid  upon  a  bed,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  wound  was  opened,  one  of  the 
ftudents  firmly  comprelTed  the  trunk  of  the 
carotid  artery,  againft  the  lower  cervical  ver¬ 
tebrae.  We  found  upon  the  firft  infpedlon 
of  the  wound,  that  this  prefTure  prevented 
any  hemorrhage;  yet  upon  the  occafional 
motions  of  the  patient,  and  upon  accidental 
variations  in  the  preffure  made  on  the  veflel, 
the  blood  gufhed  from  the  bottom  of  the 

wound  fo  fuddenly  and  in  fuch  quantities  as 

to 
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to  prevent  any  accurate  examination.  The 
man  was  very  unquiet ;  he  complained  much 
of  the  preffare,  and  was  greatly  diftreffed  by  a 
fenfation  of  fulFocation,  which  compelled  him 
conftantly  to  attempt  to  expedlorate.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  our  firft  endeavours  were 
to  tie  the  more  fuperficial  arteries^  but  the 
edges  of  the  wound  being  lacerated, -the  firft 
ligatures  which  we  endeavoured  to  make  tore 
away  portions  of  the  fleih,  and  did  not  fecurc 
the  veflels. 

The  fituatlon  of  the  patient  became  every 
moment  more  defperate,  he  really  feemed 
choking,  his  extremities  became  cold  and 
his  pulfe  was  fcarcely  to  be  felt :  his  ftruggles 
alfo  which  could  not  be  controlled,  made  the 
preflure  on  the  trunk  of  the  artery  very  pre- 
carious.  It  was  deemed  neceflary  to  enlarge 
the  wound  to  get  at  the  trunk  of  the  carotid 
artery,  and  an  incifion  was  made  between  that 
veflel  and  the  trachea,  in  a  dire£tion  parallel 
to  each  of  thefe  parts.  I  had  now  the  power 
of  pafling  my  finger  beneath  the  trunk  of  the 
carotid  artery;  and  of  elFeaually'compreffing 
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it  between  that  finger,  and  my  thumb  which 
was  placed  oppofite  to  it,  upon  the  integu¬ 
ments  of  the  neck. 

1  had  now  leifure  to  examine  the  wound 
with  my  other  hand,  and  felt  that  the  pharynx 
had  been  feparated  from  the  vertebrte  of  the 
neck,  and  had  fallen  againft  the  larynx:  its 
irritation  on  that  organ  was  probably  the 
caufe  of  the  fenfation  of  fuffocation  which 
the  patient  fuftered.  There  did  not  appear 
any  reafon  to  believe  that  the  pharynx  was 
wounded ;  for  though  the  patient  was  con- 
flantly  fpitting,  the  mucus  was  not  mixed 
with  blood.  Finding  that  the  inoment  I  re¬ 
mitted  the  prelTure  on  the  carotid,  the  blood 
gulhed  out  from  fo  many  orifices  and  in  fuch 
a  torrent  from  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  I 
refolved  to  pafs  a  ligature  round  the  trunk 
of  the  carotid  at  the  part  where  I  had  been 
compreffing  it,  and  which  was  about  an  inch 
below  its  divifion.  This  ligature  d  thought 
might  be  made  to  ferve  as  the  tourniquet  in 
amputation,  for  I  could  with  it  comprefs  the 
artery  fo  as  to  prevent  the  wounded  parts 

2  '  becoming 
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becoming  obfcured  by  blood,  and  by  flacken- 
ing  It  I  might  gain  information  with  regard 
to  the  fituatlon  of  the  ruptured  veCTels. 

Should  it  become  neceffary  at  any  time  to 
tie  the  carotid  artery,  I  am  convinced  that  it 
may  be  done  without  much  difficulty  or  dan¬ 
ger,  even  without  an  accurate  diflediqn  of  the 
part.  If  the  Incifion  be  made  on  that  fide  of 
the  artery  which  is  next  the  trachea,  where 
no  important  parts  can  be  injured,  as  was 
done  in  the  prefent  Inftance,  the  linger 
can  then  be  paffed  behind  the  artery  fo  as  to 
comprefs  it.  The  veffel  being  fufficiently 
bulky  and  firm,  to  make  its  form  and  outline 
diftindly  perceptible,  a  needle  may  then  be 
paffed  behind  the  artery,  as  near  as  poflible 
to  that  edge  of  it  which  is  next  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  jugular  vein,  there  can  be  little  rllk  of 
wounding  that  veffel,  or  of  including  in  the 
ligature  the  8th  pair  of  nerves  which  lies 
between  them.  In  attempting  to  fecure  the 
carotid  artery,  I  paffed  behind  it  in  the  man¬ 
ner  defcribed,  a  blunt  hook  with  an  eye  in 
the  point,  and  having  previoufly  introduced 

O  3  a  liga- 
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a  ligature  into  It,  I  drew  back  the  Inftrument 
and  thus  enclofed  the  artery. 

When  I  comprefled  the  veffel  by  tighten¬ 
ing  the  knot  of  the  ligature,  I  did  It  flowly^ 
and  with  a  watchful  attention  to  the  fuffer* 
ings  of  the  patient ;  for  I  cannot  but  fuppofe 
that  had  the  nerve  of  the  8th  pair  been  In¬ 
cluded,  his  complaints  would  have  fufficiently 
denoted  that  circumftance.  But  the  corn" 
preffion  of  the  ligature  did  not  feem  to  make 
the  leafl;  difference  in  the  general  ftate  of  the 
patient,  whilft  it  completely  prevented  the 
further  effufion  of  blood.  With  a  knife  and 
dlffeCting  forceps  I  then  expofed  the  lacerated 
veffels,  and  found  that  the  primary  branches 
of  the  external  carotid  artery  had  been  torn 
off  from  the  trunk.  By  drawing  upwards 
the  ligature  which  encircled  the  trunk  of  the 
artery,  I  made  the  internal  carotid  tenfe,  fo 
that  its  courfe  and  ruptured  ftate  could  be 
diftindly  felt.  The  ligature  on  the  trunk 
was  flackened,  and  the  gufh  of  blood  further 
confirmed  the  laceration  of  the  internal 
carotid  artery.  I  had  now  the  alternative  of 

fecuring 
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fecuring  the  ligature,  which  I  had  already 
made  on  the  trunk  of  the  veffel,  or  of  tying 
the  branches  feparately.  I  preferred  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  it  fhould  be  obferved  that  the  man 
had  now  lain  ten  minutes  or  more,  without 
any  blood  being  carried  to  the  brain  by  the 
left  carotid  ;  and  during  that  period  he  had 
recovered  from  his  extreme  faintnefs,  appeared 
perfectly  fenfible,  and  as  well  as  could  be 
expected  in  a  perfon,  confidering  that  he  had 
loft  fo  large  a  quantity  of  blood.  The  liga¬ 
ture  being  now  made  fecure,  the  wound  was 
brought  together  by  ftripes  of  plaifter;  and 
in  this  ftate  warm  milk  was  given  to  the 
patient  to  drink,  in  order  to  learn  vyhat  would 
be  the  effedt  of  his  efforts  to  fwallow,  and  to 
afcertain  as  far  as  poffible,  whether  there  was 
any  wound  in  the  pharynx  or  oefophagus. 
The  patient  fwallowed  about  a  quarter  of  a 
pint  of  this  fluid  with  difficulty,  and  with  the 
frequent  excitement  of  coughing.  No  milk 
however  came  through  the  wound,  and  I 
concluded  that  all  the  difficulty  of  deglutition 
arofe  from  the  unnatural  ftate  in  which  the 
mufcles  of  the  pharynx  were  placed,  in  con- 

O  4  fequence 


200 


SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


fequence  of  their  detachment  from  the  ver- 
tebrse.  Thefe  circumftances  happened  be- 
twen  4  and  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
when  I  faw  the  patient  again  between  9  and 
10,  his  ftate  feemed  greatly  amended.  He 
had  feveral  times  taken  warm  milk,  and  the 
difficulty  of  deglutition  had  abated.  His 
pulfe  was  now  moderately  full  and  ftrong,  and 
not  very  frequent.  It  therefore  appeared 
that  the  apparently  dying  ftate  of  the  man, 
which  at  one  time  had  alarmed  us,  proceeded 
rather  from  the  hidden  difcharge  of  blood, 
than  from  the  quantity,  however  confiderable^ 
which  had  been  loft.  The  patient  alfo  ap¬ 
peared  tranquil,  and  perfectly  rational,  and 
though  prevented  from  fpeaking  much,  he 
exprefled  himfelf  fatisfied  in  his  fituation. 

On  the  whole  I  was  led  to  form  a  favour¬ 
able  expedation  of  the  progrefs  of  the  cafe, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  effeds  which  a  liga¬ 
ture  on  one  carotid  would  have  on  the 
economy  of  the  brain.  I  was  next  morning 
mortified  to  learn  that  the  patient  had  been 

unquiet,  and  feverifti  during  the  night,  that 

he 


SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


201 


he  had  become  delirious,  that  he  had  been 
feveral  times  afFedted  by  flight  convulfions, 
which  had  increafed ;  and  that  when  liquids 
were  now  given  to  him,  they  palTed  through 
the  wound,  and  he  could  fcarcely  fwallow 
any  thing.  The  pulfe  of  the  patient  was  now 
about  130  in  a  minute,  and  hard,  and  his 
fl^in  was  hot.  He  lay  inattentive  to  external 
objeds,  but  probably  not  infenfible,  for  the 
pupils  of  his  eyes  were  contraded,  and  when 
the  lids  were  opened  in  order  to  examine 
them,  he  fhut  them  quickly,  and  as  it  were, 
impatiently.  It  had  been  remarked,  that  the 
left  fide  of  the  body  was  more  convulfed 
than  the  right. 

As  we  had  it  not  in  our  power  eafily  to 
give  medicine,  I  introduced  a  fmall  hollow 
bougie  through  the  right  noftril  into  the 
cefophagus,  and  immediately  injeded  half  a 
pint  of  milk  and  w^ater,  and  60  drops  of 
tindure  of  opium;  that  I  might  learn  the 
elfeds  of  that  medicine  under  the  prefent 
circumftances.  The  patient  fliortly  after 
broke  out  into  a  moil:  profufe  fwcat,  and  the 

convulfions 
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convulfions  were  quieted  by  the  opium.  The 
convulfions  when  thus  mitigated  by  opium> 
might  be  defcribed  as  violent  tremors  of  the 
left  fide  of  his  body,  but  the  right  fide  re¬ 
mained  motionlefs ;  to  which  curious  fad:  I 
particularly  attended.  I  placed  his  right  arm 
acrofs  his  breaft,  from  which  fituation  it  did 
not  afterwards  Air.  I  could  not  however, 
perceive  any  diftortion  of  the  face  to  the 
oppofite  fide,  and  the  pupils  of  both  eyes 
were  equally  contraded.  When  I  faw  the 
fweat  break  out  on  the  taking  of  opium,  and 
the  nervous  irritation  diminifhed  by  its  ope¬ 
ration,  I  was  then  more  forcibly  ftruck  than 
I  had  been  before  with  the  fimilarity  of  this 
patients  fituation,  to  that  of  a  perfon  fuffering 
from  the  effeds  of  concuffion  of  the  brain, 
fome  time  after  the  accident,  when  the  in¬ 
flammation  often  fucceeding  to  it,  had  begun 
to  take  place. 

I  even  queftioned  if  it  might  not  be  right 
to  take  blood  from  the  temporal  artery,  which 
was  feen  beating  violently.  I  thought  hovv- 

^  ever 
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ever  the  general  opinion  would  be  agalnft 
Inch  praftlce,  and  I  only  applied  a  bllfter  to 
the  head.  Twenty  drops  of  tindlure  of 
opium  were  direded  to  be  given  to  the  pa¬ 
tient  every  third  or  fourth  hour,  with  a  view 
to  mitigate  the  convulfions,  which  it  appeared 
to  do.  Milk  and  water  was  alfo  occafionally 
given,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  per- 
fpiration.  No  remarkable  change  of  fymp- 
toms  took  place,  but  the  ftrength  of  the 
pulfe  gradually  declined,  and  at  lo  o’clock  at 
night  he  had  a  fevere  convulfion  fit,  and  Im¬ 
mediately  after  died.  His  death  happened 
about  thirty  hours  after  the  ligature  was  made 
on  the  carotid  artery. 

The  body  was  examined  on  the  following 
day.  The  brain  appeared  to  have  fuffered  a 
confiderable  degree  of  inflammation.  The 
veflels  of  the  pia  mater  appeared  as  if  they 
were  injected,  and  in  many  places  upon  the 
fnrface  of  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebrum, 
there  even  feemed  an  elfufion  of  blood  pro¬ 
ducing  that  appearance  ufually  termed  blood- 

9  fhot. 
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fliot.  There  was  a  very  confiderable  depo- 
fition  of  gelatinous  fubftance  between  the 
tunica  arachnoidea,  and  the  pia  mater.  The 
velTels  paffing  through  the  fubftance  of  the 
brain,  though  fuller  than  common,  were  not 
particularly  turgid.  A  confiderable  quantity 
of  water  of  a  light  brown  colour,  and  flightly 
turbid  appearance  was  found  in  the  ventri¬ 
cles,  whilft  the  firmnefs  of  the  fides  of  thofe 
cavities  fufficiently  indicated  that  the  collec- 
tion  had  not  preceded  the  accident.  On  ex¬ 
amining  the  neck,  the  carotid  artery  was 
found  to  be  the 'Only  part  included  in  the  liga¬ 
ture.  The  fuperior  thyroideal,  lingual  and 
facial  branches  of  the  external  carotid,  were 
torn  off  from  the  trunk,  and  the  internal  carotid 
was  rent  acrofs,  as  has  been  already  mentioned. 

Neither  the  trunk  of  the  8th  pair  of  nerves, 
nor  the  great  fympathetic,  nor  thofe  of  the 
tongue,  appeared  to  have  fuffered  injury 
The  fuperior  laryngeal,  and  the  defcending 
branch  of  the  9th  pair  were  the  chief  nerves 
injured  by  the  accident.  Thefe  circumftances 

are 
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are  mentioned  to  enable  the  reader  to  form 
his  own  judgment  on  the  probability  of  the 
fymptoms  which  occurred  being  produced  by 
nervous  injury  or  irritation. 

That  the  diforder  and  death  of  this  man  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  blood 
which  he  had  loft,  appears  clearly  to  me,  not 
only  from  the  degree  of  plenitude  and  power 
of  the  vafcular  fyftem  w^hich  remained,  but 
becaufe  I  had  feen  many  patients  in  the 
hofpital,  who  had  divided  moft  of  the  pri¬ 
mary  branches  of  the  external  carotid  artery 
in  the  attempt  at  fuicide;  and  who  after  fur- 
vivlng  a  few  days,  perifhed  in  confequence 
of  the  lofs  of  blood  which  they  had  fuftained, 
but  with  a  train  of  fymptoms  very  different 
from  thofe  which  occurred  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance. 

Some  perfjbns  may  perhaps  be  inclined  to 
attribute  inflammations  of  the  brain  to  ner¬ 
vous  injury  or  irritation,  I  have  taken 
notice  of  all  the  injury  difcoverable  by  dif- 
fedion,  and  have  further  to  obferve  that  w^e 

frequently 
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frequently  fee  larger  nerves  lacerated  m 
wounds  without  the  produdlion  of  fuch  fymp- 
toms,  and  the  tranquil  ftate  of  the  patient  till 
the  inflammation  of  the  brain  came  on,  op- 
pofes  fuch  an  idea.  Upon  refledtion  I  can 
form  no  other  opinion  of  the  cafe  than  that 
which  firft  ftruck  me,  which  is,  that  though 
the  {lopping  the  fupply  of  blood  to  the  brain 

did  not  for  feveral  hours  produce  any  ap-- 
parent  derangement  in  the  fundtions  of  that 
organ,  yet  fuch  a  ftate  was  gradually  occafioned 
by  it,  and  which  was  attended  like  the  effedts 
of  concufTion  of  the  brain,  with  inflammation. 
It  further  appeared,  that  when  the  combined 
effedts  refulting  from  the  derangment,  and 
the  inflammation  were  manifefted  together, 
the  ftate  of  the  patient  much  refembled  that 
of  a  perfon  who  had  fuffered  concuflion. 

) 

The  different  ftates  of  the  two  fides  of  the 
body  ought  not  I  think  to  pafs  without  fur¬ 
ther  notice.  Although  the  right  fide  could 
not  be  pofitively  faid  to  be  paralytic,  yet  in 
my  opinion  it  approached  to  that  ftate. 
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It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  a  double 
conftrudion  might  be  put  upon  the  fymp- 

toms,  yet  as  the  inflammation  of  the  brain 
was  equal  on  both  fides,  we  might  naturally 
expedt  the  whole  body  to  fuffer  equally. 
Should  the  ftate  of  the  right  fide  have  been, 
as  appears  moft  probable,  an  approach  to  a 
ftate  of  paralyfis,  it  would  furely  be  confider- 
ed  as  peculiarly  curious.  An  effufion  of 
blood  in  the  left  hemifphere  of  the  brain 
would  affedt  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  body  in 
the  fame  manner,  that  cutting  off  the  fupply 
of  blood  to  the  left  fide  appears  in  this  in- 
ftance  to  have  done,  I  forbear  to  fpeculate 
on  this  fubjedt,  the  fadl  which  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  feems  to  deferve  notice,  and  though  at 
prefent  it  muft  ftand  alone,  it  may  in  future 
receive  addition,  and,  when  thus  fupported,  be 
applied  to  fome  ufeful  purpofe  in  phyfiology. 

I 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  record  this  cafe, 
not  merely  becaufe  it  is  curious,  but  becaufe 
it  affords  fome  ufeful  pradtical  hints,  as  to  the 
condudl  to  be  purfued  when  a  perfon  has 
divided  the  large  primary  branches  of  the 

carotid 
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carotid  artery  in  an  attempt  at  fulcide.  It 
may  be  allowable  alfo  to  mention  in  relation 
to  this  latter  lubjea,  the  great  advantages 
which  appear  to  me  to  arife  from  the  imme¬ 
diate  Introdudion  of  a  fmall  elaflic  catheter, 
pafled  through  the  right  noftrll,  down  the  oefo- 
phagus,  nearly  as  far  as  the  ftomach,  in  the 
manner  pradifed  by  Deflault,  in  the  cure  of 
a  perfon  wounded  by  a  piftol  ball. 

A  patient  in  fuch  a  ftate  is  not  under  the 
neceffity  of  frequently  fwallowing  nouriili- 
ment,  which  ad  tears  open  the  wounded 
parts,  and  caufes  inflammations  in  them,  and 
produces  fuch  a  fecretlon  of  mucus  as  excites 
almoft  conftant  cough,  increafing  the  difturb- 
ance  of  the  wounded  parts. 

The  introdudion  of  a  fmall  elaftlc  catheter 
may  be  eafily  accomplilhed  In  the  hrft  in- 
ftance,  though  not  without  difficulty,  after 
the  fenfibility  of  the  parts  have  been  increafed 
by  inflammation,  and  from  the  benefit  I  have 
feen  derived  from  It  I  fliould  not  hefitate  to 

do  It  in  all  cafes  of  extenfive  wounds  of  the 

throat, 
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throat,  where  the  larynx  or  trachea  is  divided, 
eVen  though  the  pharynx  and  oefophagus  may 
be  uninjured.  It  feems  to  me  alfo  that  a  fimilar 
plan  of  condud:  is  very  fuitable  to  ftridures 
of  the  oefophagus. 

On  Aneurifrn. 

Since  niy  laft  publication,  I  have  a  fecond 
time  performed  the  operation  of  tying  the 
external  iliac  artery.  In  this  cale  the  artery 
was  tied  with  two  ligatures  and  divided  in 
the  interval ;  it  afterwards  firmly  united  at 
each  extiemity,  and  the  ligatures  came  away 
at  the  ufual  time:  neither  did  there  appear 
any  deficiency  in  the  nutrition  of  the  limb. 
Thefe  circumftances  afford  reafonable  expec¬ 
tations  Oi  fuccefs  in  future  Operations  of 
this  kind,  yet  in  the  prefent  inftance  the 
operation  appears  to  have  been  too  long 
delayed,  and  the  patient  to  have  died  from 
an  event  which  was  not  forefeen,  but  -which 
might  perhaps  have  been  prevented.  I  there¬ 
fore  think  it  right  to  Hate  the  circumftances 
of  this  cafe  in  the  prefent  publication. 

P  CASE 
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CASE. 

Wr ungel,  a  German,  by  trade  a 
fugar-baker,  of  a  fickly  afpe£ii  and  (lender 
make,  about  5  feet  7  inches  high,  and 
near  40  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  on  account  of  an 
aneurifm  in  the  femoral  artery,  clofe  to  Pou- 
part’s  ligament.  This  he  imputed  to  a  drain 
about  three  weeks  before.  The  tumor  at  the 
time  of  admiflion  was  of  the  fize  of  a  fmall 
orange,  and  the  blood  contained  In  it  was 
fluid;  for  it  could  be  entirely  expreflfed  from 
the  aneurifmal  fac.  At  a  confultation  on  the 
treatment  of  the  cafe,  I  faid  that  I  did  not 
think  a  furgeon  warranted  in  tying  the  ex¬ 
ternal  iliac  artery,  till  he  was  In  fome  mea- 
fure  compelled  to  it  by  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  for  the  following  reafons.  I  ft.  An 
aneurifm,  in  proportion  to  its  increafe  and 
duration,  obftruds  the  pafTage  of  the  blood 
through  the  natural  and  principal  channels, 
and  obliges  it  to  circulate  by  other  courfes, 

which  are  enlarged  according  to  the  exigency 

of 
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^  the  cafe.'  It  feems  highly  probable,  that 
in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  artery  which 
IS  tied,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  part  to  be 
nourifhed  after  that  operation,  fo  will  be 
the  degree  of  previous  enlargement  in  thefe 
collateral  channels,  which  is  neceilary  to  en- 
fure  its  fuccefs.  On  this  account  the  opera¬ 
tion  fhould  be  delayed  longer  in  an  Inguinal 
aneurifm  than  In  any  other. 

2dly.  The  operation  of  tying  the  external 
iliac  artery  muft,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
knowledge,  be  confidered  as  very  ferious  In 
its  nature,  and  uncertain  in  its  event.  I  once 
tied  this  veffel  when  a  man  would  otherwife 
have  bled  to  death  from  the  femoral  artery; 
and  though  the  limb  was  nourlflied,  the 
artery  ulcerated.  The  operation  was  done  a 
fecond  time  in  London,  and  the  limb  mor¬ 
tified  ;  but  no  fair  pradtical  Inference  can,  I 
am  told,  be  drawn  from  the  latter  cafe,  as  the 
operation  was  poftponed  till^mortification  was 
as  It  were  impending. 

3dly.  There  is  fome  chance  in  aneurlfms 
of  a  cure  fpontaneoufly  occurring  from  the 

P  2  clofure 
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clofure  of  the  artery  above  by  the  coagulation 
of  the  blood.  To  cite  thofe  inftances  only 
which  have  come  within  my  own  knowledge, 
and  which  it  feems  right  to  mention,  as  It 
increafes  the  flock  of  fads  before  the  public ; 

I  have  known  fuch  a  fpontaneous  cure  take 
place  twice  in  the  popliteal  artery,  once  in  the 
arteria  profunda  femoris,  and  once  in  the 
axillary  artery.  For  thefe  reafons  it  was 
agreed  to  pollpone  the  operation  In  the  cafe 
of  the  prefent  patient  till  circumflances  fhould 
appear  to  demand  its  perfomance. 

Our  poor  patient  therefore  lay  In  the  hof- 
pital  during  two  months.  In  which  time  his 
difeafe  gradually  increafed,  and  his  health 
declined.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
time  he  fuffered  a  great  deal  of  pain  In  the 
front  of  his  thigh,  which  deprived  him  of 
reft,  and  the  wdiole  limb  was  largely  adema- 
tous.  Thefe  fymptoms  would  naturally  arife 
from  the  preffure  v/hich  the  aneurifm  muft 
make  on  the  anterior  nerves  and  ablorbents 
of  the  thigh.  TThe  tumor  had  advanced  to* 
wards  the  furface,  and  tnc  fkin  liad  become 

nightly  inflamed,  yet  the  protruding  .part  of 

the 
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the  tumour  was  not  of  greater  extent  than 
when  he  was  firft  admitted  into  the  hofpital, 
and  no  judgment  could  be  formed  of  that 
part  which  was  more  deeply  fituated,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  general  fwelling  of  the  thigh. 
1  he  blood  could  even  now  be  expreffed  from 
the  prominent  part  of  the  tumour,  and  I  felt 
anxious,  left  the  obftrudtion  to  the  circulation 
in  the  main  artery  fliould  not  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  obliged  the  blood  to  circulate 
by  other  channels.  It  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  aneurifm  may  extend  con- 
fiderably  beneath  the  fafcia  of  the  thigh, 
caufing  pain  and  oedema  by  its  preffure,  and 
yet  that  part  which  advances  towards  the  fur- 
face  may  be  of  no  great  magnitude. 

The  patient’s  fufferings  Increafed  confider- 
ably  during  the  week  preceding  the  ope-* 
ration,  fo  that  he  declared  his  prefent  ftate 
was  almoft  infupportable,  and  folicited  that 
fomething  might  be  done  to  change  it  either 
for  the  better  or  the  worfe.  He  never,  how-- 
ever,  was  able  to  explain  the  caufe  of  this  un¬ 
common  degree  of  anxiety  and  ioquietn.de. 
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The  operation  was  undertaken  on  Saturday 
the  24th  of  Odlober,  An  incifion  of  three 
inches  in  length  was  made  through  the  in" 
teguments  of  the  abdomen,  beginning  a  little 
above  Poupart’s  ligament,  and  being  conti¬ 
nued  upwards;  it  was  more  than  half  an 
inch  on  the  outfide  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
abdominal  ring,  to  avoid  the  epigaftric  artery* 
'  The  aponeurofis  of  the  external  oblique  muf- 
cle  being  thus  expofed,  was  next  divided  in 
the  direftlon  of  the  external  wound.  The 
lower  part  of  the  internal  oblique  mufcle  was 
thus  uncovered,  and  the  finger  being  intro¬ 
duced  below  the  inferior  margin  of  it  and 
of  the  tranfverfalis  mufcle,  they  were  divided 
by  the  crooked  bifioury  for  about  one  inch 
and  a  half.  I  now  introduced  my  finger 
beneath  the  bag  of  the  peritoneum,  and  car¬ 
ried  it  upwards  by  the  fide  of  the  pfoas 
mufcle,  fo  as  to  touch  the  artery  about  two 
inches  above  Poupart’s  ligament,  I  took 
care  to  difturb  the  peritoneum  as  little  as 
poifible,  detaching  it  to  no  greater  extent 
than  would  ferve  to  admit  my  two  fingers  to 
touch  the  yeflel.  The  pulfations  of  the  ar¬ 
tery 
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tery  madeAt  clearly  diftlngulfhable  from  the 
contiguous  parts,  but  I  could  not  get  my 
finger  round  it  with  the  facility  which  I  ex- 
pefl:ed.  This  was  the  only  circumflance 
which  caufed  any  delay  in  the  performance  of 
the  operation.  After  ineffeftual  trials  to  pafs 
my  finger  beneath  the  artery,  I  was  obliged 
to  make  a  flight  incifion  on  either  fide  of 
it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  necelfary  when 
it  is  taken  up  in  the  thigh,  where  the  fafcia 
which  binds  it  down  in  its  fituation  is  ftrong. 
After  this  I  found  no  difficulty  in  paffing 
my  forefinger  beneath  the  artery,  which  I 
drew  gently  down,  fo  as  to  fee  It  behind  the 
bag  of  the  peritoneum.  By  means  of  ari 
eyed  probe  two  ligatures  were  conveyed 
round  the  veffel;  one  of  thefe  was  carried 
upwards  as  far  as  the  artery  had  been  de¬ 
tached,  and  the  other  downwards:  they  were 
firmly  tied,  and  the  veffel  was  divided  in  the 
interfpace  between  them.  Nothing  further 
remained  than  to  clofe  the  external  wound, 
which  was  done  by  one  future,  and  fome 
ftrips  of  fticklng-plalfler.  The  threads  of  the 
upper  ligature  were  left  out  of  the  wound 

P  4  above 
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above  the  future  which  clofed  its  edges,  and 
thofe  of  the  lower  beneath. 

A  few  remarks  on  this  operation  may  be 
permitted.  To  divide  the  parietes  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  pufh  afide  the  peritoneum,  and  tie  the 
external  iliac  artery  by  the  fide  of  the  pfoas, 
mufcle,  is  an  operation  more  formidable  in 
found,  and  on  its  firfl:  propofition,  than  it  is 

in  reality.  It  is  performed  almoft  without 

\ 

fhedding  blood,  fo  that  the  principal  circum- 
fiances  of  it  are  very  evident.  When  I  for¬ 
merly  performed  this  operation,  I  was  urged 
to  it  by  immediate  neceffity  :  I  tied  the  artery 
much  higher  than  in  the  prefent  ca.fe,  dlf- 
turbed  the  peritoneum  in  a  greater  degree, 
and,  contrary  to  my  own  principles,  I  did 
not  divide  the  artery.  In  the  prefent  cafe, 
having  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  fteps  of 
the  operation,  I  detached  merely  fo  much  of 
the  peritoneum,  as  enabled  me  to  reach  the 
artery,  as  far  as  I  conveniently  could  above 
Poupart’s  ligament;  but  not  fo  far  as  to  make 
it  difficult  to  afcertain  that  I  furrounded  the 
artery  only  with  my  finger,  without  injuring 

any 
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^ny  of  the  adjacent  parts,  nor  fo  far  but  that 
I  could  draw  down  and  diftinguifli  the  artery 
which  I  included  in  the  ligature.  The  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  fwelllng  in  the  external 
iliac  glands,  and  of  the  ulceration  of  the  artery 

in  the  former  cafe,  led  to  this  difference  of 
condudt. 

The  poor  man  was  greatly  exhaufted  by  the 
operation,  and  his  leg  which  had  been  chilled 
by  expofure  during  the  operation,  continued 
very  cold  for  a  long  time  afterwards.  It  was 
wrapped  up  in  flannels,  to  prevent  the  dif- 
fipation  of  its  own  heat ;  but  I  would  not 
apply  any  artificial  warmth  to  refiore  Its 
temperature,  left  it  Ihould  ad  as  a  ftimulant. 

He  could  not  compofe  himfelf  after  the 
operation,  nor  did  he  fleep  duririp-  the  nio-ht 
fo  that  on  the  following  day  his  ftate  was 
very  unpromlfing.  His  pulfe  beat  i6o  in  a 
minute,  his  tongue  was  covered  by  a  dark  ■ 
brown  fur ;  he  looked  agitated,  and  a  pur¬ 
ging  took  place,  which  was  not  reftrained  till 
the  following  night  by  a  cordial  and  oniate 

mixture. 
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mixture.  Refpefting  his  pulfe,  it  Is  proper 
to  mention  that  it  beat  120  moft  days  in  the 
week  preceding  the  operation* 

His  thigh  was  as  warm  as  that  of  the  found 
fide,  his  leg  cooler  than  the  oppofite  one,  and 
his  foot  many  degrees  colder.  He  had  how¬ 
ever  perfect  fenfatlon  In  his  toes,  and  power 
of  moving  them.  The  leg  and  foot  were 
rubbed  with  oil  three  or  four  times  a  day,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  ftagnatlon  In  the  veins, 
and  to  dlminilh  perfpiration.  It  was  well 
covered  as  before  by  flannels, 

On  Monday,  the  2d  day  (0(ft.  26)  the  pulfe 
was  lefs  frequent:  he  had  flept  a  good  deal 
during  the  night,  and  feemed  ftupified  by 
opium ;  but  on  the  whole  fo  little  better,  that 
I  concluded  he  would  gradually  link  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  {hock  of  the  operation.  The 
temperature  of  the  limb  was  a  little  increafed* 
The  man  however  took  bread  and  milk  and 
other  food  in  moderate  quantities,  whenever 
It  was  offered  to  him :  the  purging  having 
ceafed,  the  quantity  of  the  opiate  was  di- 

minifhed., 


SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  219 

luiniflied.  He  rather  Improved  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  reded  well  during  the  night ;  fo  that 
on  (0£1:.  27)  the  third  day  after  that  of  the 
operation  every  circumftance  wore  a  favour¬ 
able  afpedt.  His  pulfe  did  not  exceed  100, 
and  was  moderately  firm  and  full  5  his  appe¬ 
tite  had  increafed :  the  temperature  of  the 
limb  was  a  good  deal  augmented,  fo  that  his 
foot  was  fcarcely  colder  than  that  of  the 
found  fide ;  and  the  oedema  of  the  limb  was 
confiderably  diminifhed.  I  now  dreffed  his 
wound,  In  which  he  had  not  complained  of 
pain,  nor  of  any  tendernefs,  when  the  fur¬ 
rounding  parts  were  comprefled.  The  in- 
cifion  appeared  but  as  a  line,  except  at  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ligatures,  where  it  was 
a  little  open,  and  from  whence  there  iffiied 
a  moderate  quantity  of  as  healthy  pus  as  I 
had  ever  feen.  The  furrounding  parts  were 
perfedly  natural  both  In  appearance  and  fen- 
fation.  On  the  fourth  day  (Od.  28)  he  was 
ftill  better  :  his  pulfe  90 ;  his  appetite  good  ; 
his  fleep  found ;  and  his  limb  leflening  in 
fize,  and  increafing  In  warmth.  The  ftu- 
dcnts  at  the  holpital  had  drefled  the  wound 

before 
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before  my  arrival,  and  reported  that  the  dlf- 
charge  was  tinged  with  blood. 

On  the  fifth  day  (0£l.  29),  he  was  ftlll 

t 

better,  his  pulfe  being  but  So  when  I  counted 
it.  The  wound  and  contiguous  parts  looked 
remarkably  well,  but  a  bloody  fanies  was  dif-» 
charged,  which  I  felt  unable  to  account  for. 

On  the  fixth  day  (0£t.  30)  the  ftate  of 
his  health  and  limb  continued  as  well,  if  not 
improving.  The  bloody  difcharge  however 
had  increafed  in  quantity,  infomuch  that  it 
ran  through  the  coverings  of  the  wound  and 
foiled  the  bed ;  it  had  alfo  become  fetid. 
From  the  firfl;  occurrence  of  this  bloody  dif-. 
charge  I  felt  confiderable  uneafmefs  relpedl- 
ing  it.  I  could  not  believe  that  an  healthy 
wound  would  iecrete  fuch  a  fanies,  and  I  felt 
apprehenfive  left  the  wound  fhould  fpread 
from  difeafe.  Nothing  however  took  place 
to  confirm  this  idea.  It  feeined  probable  alfo 
that  if  the  aneuriimal  fac  were  not  entire, 
fome  of  the  blood  being  expofed  to  the  air 
might  tinge  the  difcharge  from  the  wound, 
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&nd  grow '  putrid.  I  frequently  prefled  on 
the  tumour,  but  could  prefs  no  blood  from 
the  wound.  In  this  ilate  of  uncertainty  It 
was,  however,  pleafmg  to  obferve,  that  the 
patient’s  health  continued  in  every  refpeft 
better  than  could  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
pedted. 

The  circumftances  of  the  cafe  remained 
Very  much  the  fame  during  the  feventh  and 
eighth  days  after  the  operation.  On  the 
morning  of  the  ninth,  (Nov.  2,)  when  I 
came  to  the  hofpital,  I  met  Sir  Charles 
Blicke,  who  told  me  that  the  poor  German 
Vvas  dying ;  intelligence  which  equally  fur- 
priied  and  Ihocked  me. 

He  was  indeed  In  a  dreadful  ftate,  appear¬ 
ing  like  a  man  flir  advanced  In  typhus  fever. 
His  pulie  was  150  ;  his  tongue  covered  with 
a  brown  fur  •  his  intelled:  wavering,  and  the 
adtion  of  his  mufcles  tremulous.  On  exa¬ 
mining  the  wound,  with  a  view  to  difcover 
the  caufe  of  this  great  and  hidden  alteration, 
and  preffing  on  the  tumour  beneath  Poupart’s 

ligament, 
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ligament,  I  forced  out  a  great  quantity  of 
blood,  rendered  fluid  and  highly  foetid  by 
putrefaftion,  infomuch  that  it  inftantly  black¬ 
ened  the  probe  with  which  it  accidentally 
came  in  contact. 

The  caufe  and  circumftances  of  the  bloody 
difcharge  were  now  made  clear  ;  the  furface 
of  the  expoled  coagulated  blood  of  the  aneu- 
rifm  had  at  firfl  tinted  the  difcharge  from  the 
wound,  then  had,  by  gradual  diflblution,  beeit 
more  plentifully  commixed  with  it,  and  given 
it  a  degree  of  putridity.  Till,  however,  the 
whole  mafs  had  become  putrid,  and  had  been 
converted  in  confequence  into  fluid,  it  could 
not  be  forced  out  from  beneath  Poupart’s 
ligament  when  prelTure  w'as  made  on  the 
tumour  ;  nor  did  it  till  that  period  excite  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  furrounding  parts  by  its 
acrimony,  or  derange  the  conftitution  by  its 
abforption. 

After  entirely  exprelTing  the  putrid  blood 
I  waflied  out  the  cyft  with  w'arm  water,  till 
it  returned  untinged.  The  relief  which  was 
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by  thefe  means  afforded  to  the  poor  man  was 
very  ftrikmg  and  confiderable.  HIs'pulfe 
became  moderate,  his  intellect  clear ;  he  had 
fome  refrefhing  fleep,  and  again  took  food  in 
moderate  quantities.  On  the  following  day, 
when  the  integuments  beneath  Poupart’s  li- 
.  gament  were  compreffed,  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  foetid  difcharge  and  air  were  forced 
out.  It  was  not  however  at  all  tinged  with 
blood,  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  merely  the 
fecretion  from  the  cyft  which  had  contained 
the  blood,  I  diredted  that  this  difcharge 
fhould  be  prefled  out,  the  cavity  fyringed, 
and  a  poultice  applied  three  times  a  day 
but  finding  it  ftill  fecreted  In  confiderable 
quantity,  I  thought  it  right  to  make  an  open¬ 
ing  into  the  cyft  beneath  Poupart^s  ligament, 
to  afford  it  a  more  ready  exit.  No  abate¬ 
ment  in  the  quantity,  or  alteration  in  the 
quality,  was  however  remarked  ;  It  feemed 

to  be  fuch  as  a  floughing  fore  commonlv 
furnifhes. 

This  fever  came  on  on  the  evening  of  the 
eighth  day  (Nov.  i,)  after  that  of  the  opera- 

^  tion ; 
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tion  ;  and  I  am  convinced  it  would  have 
fpeedily  deftroyed  him^  had  not  the  caufe 
been  detected  and  removed.  The  powers  of 
his  conftitution  rallied  again  ;  his  pulfe  was 
firm,  and  often  not  more  than  loo  ;  he  took 
fufficient  food,  and  flept  moderately  well. 
But  the  part^  as  has  been  faid,  did  not  go  on 
well,  and  feemed  to  prevent  any  increafe  of 
ftrength.  For  a  week  I  was  not  \Vithout 
hopes  that  fome  favourable  change  might 
happen,  but  afterwards  I  loft  all  expe£ta- 
tions,  as  his  already'  much  reduced  powers 
were  ftill  further  declining  ;  neverthelefs,  he 
held  out  more  than  another  week,  when  he 
died  on  November  i6,  the  twenty-third  day 
after  the  operation.  A  few  days  before  hi^ 
death  both  ligatures  came  away  with  the 
dreffings* 

DiJJcEiion, 

A  very  flight  adhefion  had  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  the  figmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  and 
that  part  of  the  peritoneum  which  was  oppo-^ 
fite  to  the  wound,  but  there  was  no  other 
appearance  oi  that  iiiembrane,  oi  of  tne 

bowels, 
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bowels,  having  fufFered  any  inflammation  in 
confequence  of  the  operation.  The  perito¬ 
neum  was  feparated  from  the  loins,  and  froni 
the  pofterior  half  of  the  left  fide  of  the  dia¬ 
phragm,  by  a  confiderable  colledtion  of  blood, 
which  extended  below  to  Poupart’s  ligament, 
and  communicated  under  that  ligament  by  a 
fmall  aperture  with  the  aneurifrnal  fac.  This 
opening  was  fituated  in  the  direftlon  of  that 
crevice  which  is  found  between  the  internal 
iliac  and  pfoas  mufcles.  The  only  rational 
explanation  that  can  be  given  of  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  this  colledlion  Is,  that  the  blood  had 
burft  its  way  from  the  aneurifmal  fac  in  the 
vacancy  between  the  mufcles  juft  mentioned; 
after  which  it  would  readily  and  extenfively 
feparate  the  peritoneum  in  the  manner  de- 
fcribed.  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  to  this 
circumftance  the  undefinable  difturbarice  of 
health  which  the  poor  patient  fuffered  during 
the  week  preceding  the  operation.  It  may, 
perhaps,  excite  furprife  that  this  collcvlion 
did  not  become  putrid. 

No  particular  account  can  be  given  of  the 
aneurifmal  fac  beneath  Poupart’s  ligament, 

O  fmce 
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fmce  It  and  the  contiguous  parts  had  floughed 
in  confequence  of  the  Irritation  of  the  putrid 
blood,  A  fmall  aperture  had  been  made  by 
this  floughing  In  the  front  of  the  orbicular 
ligament  of  the  hip  joint,  and  a  fmall  extent 
of  the  thigh  bone  was,  by  the  fame  caufe, 
deprived  of  its  periofteum. 

A  bougie  was  paffed  from  the  lower  end 
of  the  femoral  artery  into  the  fae. 

The  extremities  of  the  external  iliac  artery, 
w^hich  had  been  divided  in  the  operation,  were 
united  together  by  a  fine  new-formed  fub- 
ftance ;  the  fides  of  each  extremity  were  per- 
fedly  clofed,  and  a  fmall  plug  of  coagulated 
blood  was  found  in  each. 

Having  thus  given  as  brief  an  account  as 
I  am  able  of  the  circumftances  of  this  cafe, 
as  they  appeared  to  me,  I  cannot  conclude 
without  mentioning  the  obfervatlons  of 
others,  particularly  as  they  may  affift  in 
fuggefling  rules  of  condudd  for  future  ope¬ 
rations  on  fimllar  cafes.  It  has  been  faid 
that  the  irritation  of  the  aneurifmal  bag  was 

probably 
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probably  a  fpontaneous  occurrence,  and  not 
the  effedt  of  the  acrimony  of  the  putrid 
blood.  But  the  fuddennefs  of  this  attack, 
the  manifefl:  exiftence  of  a  caufe  fufficient  to 
produce  it,  and  the  total  abfence  of  fuch  aii 
occurrence  in  all  other  cafes  of  aneurifm, 
render  this  fuppofition  highly  improbable. 

It  has  alfo  been  imagined  that  part  of  the 
dlfcharged  blood  might  have  returned  from, 
the  lower  end  of  the  artery.  This  lattet 
opinion  is  very  improbable,  fince,  after  the 
complete  removal  of  the  blood,  none  re¬ 
turned  by  that  channel :  and  in  a  fimilar  cafe 
which  I  formerly  publifhed,  none  returned  by 
the  inferior  part  of  the  artery,  though  the  area 
of  it  was  ftill  of  its  natural  dimenfions,  and  un- 
obflrudled.  This  latter  obfervation  had  tend¬ 
ed  to  diminifh  my  confidence  in  the  powers 
of  the  communicating  channels,  and  made 
me  wifh  to  defer  the  performance  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  as  long  as  poffible.  It  feems  evident 

that  in  the  prefent  inftance  it  was  too  long 
delayed. 
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It  would  be  deiirable  in  future  to  perforna 
the  operation  before  an  extenfive  diffufion  of 
blood  has  taken  place  ;  indeed,  could  the 
adequatenefs  of  the  collateral  arteries  for  the 
fupply  of  the  limb  be  eftabliihed,  it  would  be 
proper  to  operate  before  the  artery  has  burft. 

It  deferves  to  be  conudered  whether  it 
might  not  be  right  at  the  time  of  the  operation 
to  open  the  aneurifrnal  bag,  and  remove  the 
blood.  I  fliould,  however,  be  inclined  to  poft- 
pone  this  operation  ;  for,  perhaps,  no  neceflity 
might  exift,  as  putrefadion  might  take  place. 
A  few  days  will  determine  the  degree  of  life 
of  the  limb,  and  would  make  a  wound  lefs 
likely  to  ulcerate  or  flough.  Should  figns  of 
the  putrefadion  of  the  blood  enfue,  or  the 
probability  of  fuch  an  occurrence  become 
evident,  I  fhould  think  it  necelTary  to  make 
a  fmall  opening  into  the  aneurifmal  bag  for 
the  removal  of  the  contained  blood.  This 
being  done,  if  no  blood  came  from  the  lower 
orifice  of  the  artery,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
ceffity  for  tying  It.  Such  are  the  obferva- 
tions  that  have  occurred  to  me  on  this  fub- 
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je£l ;  I  have  laid  both  thofe  and  the  fadts 
•  before  the  public  as  early  as  poffible,  that 
medical  men  may  judge  of  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  themfelves,  and  form  their 
opinions  accordingly. 

Although  I  have  feen  the  method  of  tying 
the  artery  in  the  operation  for  the  aneurlfm, 
which  was  recommended  in  my  laft  publica¬ 
tion,  uniformly  fuccefsful  in  a  very  confider- 

able  number  of  cafes,  yet  I  lately  met  with  an 
unfortunate  inftance  of  haemorrhage  after  that 
operation,  which  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  relate. 

A  lady  had  a  femoral  aneurifm,  which  was 
fo  fituated  as  to  leave  about  three  inches  of 
the  femoral  artery  between  the  part  where 
the  arteria  profunda  femoris  Is  given  off,  and 
the  difeafe.  On  cutting  down  on  the  inner 
edge  of  the  fartorius  mufcle  to  the  veflels  in 
this  fituatlon,  the  pulfation  of  the  artery  was 
not  felt,  perhaps  on  account  of  the  large 
quantity  of  fat  in  which  it  lay  imbedded,  and 
the  want  of  any  firm  refiftance  behind.  This 
circumftance  made  me  doubt  if  the  parts  im- 

0.3  mediately 
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mediately  beneath  my  finger  were  the  veffels^ 
and  induced  me  to  feparate  and  difturb  the 
contiguous  parts  more  than  I  wiflied  to  have 
done.  Having  afcertalned  by  fuch  examina¬ 
tion  that  the  veffels  could  lie  in  no  other 
place  than  immediately  beneath  the  incifion, 
and  having  divided  the  fafcia  which  binds 
them  down,  one  finger  was  put  beneath  the 
veflels,  and  the  thumb  upon  them ;  the  beat¬ 
ing  of  the  artery  was  then  diftlndtly  felt.  A 
moderately  thick  double  ligature  was  now  In¬ 
troduced  beneath  the  veflels,  one  part  of 
which  was  carried  up  as  high,  and  the  other  as 
iow,  as  thefe  veflels  had  been  detached,  and  tied 
as  firmly  as  it  well  could  be.  The  veflels  were 
divided  in  the  Interfpace,  at  about  two-thirds 
of  the  diflance  from  the  upper  ligature,  and 
one-third  from  the  lower.  Though  the  ope¬ 
ration  had  been  more  tedious  than  any  I  had 
hitherto  performed,  and  attended  with  more 
difturbance  of  the  parts  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
veffels^  I  entertained  no  doubt  at  the  time 
but  that  the  ligatures  would  remain  on  the 
veflTels  during  the  ufiial  tline,  and  that  no 

^  ulceration 
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lilccration  of  them  would  take  place.  The 
wound  was  clofed  with  fticking-plafterj  and 
the  patient  put  to  bed.  She  complained 
of  great  pain  in  the  wounded  parts,  and  of 
extreme  ficknefs,  which  produced  frequent 
efforts  to  vomit.  Fever  came  on  and  reftleff- 
nefs,  which  caufed  a  conftant  variation  of 
pofture,  fo  that  the  wounded  parts  were 
never  fuffered  to  remain  at  reft.  Thefe 
fymptoms  continued  in  a  very  violent  de¬ 
gree  for  nearly  twenty-four  hours,  and 
though  they  were  then  mitigated,  they  ftill 
continued  in  a  confiderable  degree.  On  the 
third  day  the  plafters  were  removed  from  the 
wound,  the  Tides  of  which  v^rere  in  contad, 
but  the  furrounding  parts  were  fwollen,  and 
had  a  dulky  hue.  On  the  evening  of  this 
day  a  violent  hemorrhage  fuddenly  took 
place,  and  fo  much  blood  was  loft  that  the 
patient  did  not  long  furvive  this  occurrence. 
On  opening  the  wound  to  difeover  the  place 
from  which  the  blood  had  flowed,  and  taking- 
hold  of  the  upper  ligature,  which  I  thought 
would  dired  me  to  the  open  artery,  it  vras 
torn  away,  and  brought  with  it  fome  floughy 

O  A  fubftance. 
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fubftance.  There  was  no  hsem'orrhage  at 
this  time,  and  the  ftate  of  the  patient  ren¬ 
dered  it  unneceflary  to  fearch  for  the  artery : 
we  therefore  waited  to  fee  if  the  powers  of 
the  conftitution  would  recover,  but  the 
faintnefs  continued,  and  in  about  an  hour 
flie  died.  On  the  following  ,4ay,  the 
wound  being  examined,  the  whole  furface  of 
it  was  found  in  a  floughy  and  putrid  ftate. 
The  artery  being  flit  downwards  from  the 
groin,  was  highly  inflamed  on  its  internal 
furface,  and  terminated  by  an  orifice,  which 
was  of  a  pulpy  feel,  and  had  a  floughy  ap¬ 
pearance  like  the  furface  of  the  wound.  I 
concluded  from  thefe  circumftances  that  the 
artery  had  burft  immediately  above  the  liga¬ 
ture,  in  confequence  of  its  becoming  floughy 
at  that  part ;  but  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
fay  that  this  was  adually  the  cafe,  as  the  liga¬ 
ture  had  been  removed  when  the  w^ound  was 
opened  to  examine  from  whence  the  hasmor- 
rhage  had  proceeded.  The  only  rational  ex¬ 
planation  which  I  can  form  of  this  cafe  is, 
that  from  a  peculiar  irritability  of  conftitu¬ 
tion  the  patient  was  imufually  affeited  by  an 
^  2  operation 
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operation  which  would  ordinarily  have  been 
borne  without  any  prejudicial  derangement 
of  health,  and  that  the  conftitution  and  the 
parts  were  difturbed  in  fuch  a  mSinner  as  ter¬ 
minated  in  the  floughing  of  the  wound,  and 
in  that  of  the  artery  immediately  above  the 
place  where  it  was  tied. 

On  the  Operation  of  ptmdlurlng  the  urinary 

Bladder. 

Mr.  Home,  to  w’hom  the  profeffion  is 
much  indebted  for  many  important  improve¬ 
ments  in  pradice,  has  of  late  publifhed  fome 
cafes  of  the  pundure  of  the  bladder  from  the 
redum,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of  the 
greatefl  importance.  They  not  only  exhibit 
that  operation  as  more  Ample  and  fuccefsful 
than  perhaps  was  generally  believed,  but  if 
the  operation  be  as  fuccefsful  in  the  hands  of 
other  furgeons,  it  prefents  an  eafy  mode  of 
relief  to  a  great  number  of  unfortunate  pa¬ 
tients  who  have  generally  been  left  to  die  in 
mifery.  I  mean  thofe  who  have  ftridures 
impaffable  by  bougies,  and  who  are  fo  irri¬ 
table  that  they  cannot  bear  their  deftrudion 

by  cauftic,  on  account  of  the  retention  of 

urine 
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urine  which  it  occafions.  In  fuch  cafes  the 
pundture  from  the  reftum  appears  moft  eli¬ 
gible  where  the  bladder  is  contradted,  as  it  per¬ 
haps  will  then  fcarcely  afcend  high  enough  to 
admit  of  being  pundured  above  the  pubes. 

But  there  are  cafes  in  which  the  operatioti 
by  the  redtum  cannot  be  performed,  and  by 
frequently  meeting  with  thefe  I  have  been 
compelled  to  pundture  the  bladder  above  the 
os  pubis,  and  the  event  of  the  operation  has 
been  fuch  as  would  have  led  me  to  prefer  it 
to  any  other  that  I  had  feen  pradifed.  The 
chief  cafes  to  which  I  allude  are  thofe  of 
enlarged  proftates,  where  the  catheter  has 
been  forced  into  the  fubflance  of  the  gland, 
and  has  torn  it  confiderably  ;  confequently 
that  inftrument  enters  fo  eafily  Into  the  falfe 
paffage  as  to  render  it  almoft  impoffible  to 
make  it  take  the  right  one.  Indeed  in  cafes 
of  ftridlure,  where  falfe  pafTages  have  been 
made,  and  the  proftate  has  been  found,  the 
perception  of  the  bladder  from  the  redtum 
has  been  fo  indiftindt  that  I  have  been  de¬ 
terred  from  pundluring  it,  and  in  one  cafe 
I  made  a  divifion  in  the  perineum,  and 

having 
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having  pafTed  my  finger  beneath  the  arch  of 
the  os  pubis  a  confiderable  way,  I  could  obtain 
no  fuch  diftindl  perception  of  the  bladder  as 
would  authorife  me  to  pulh  in  a  trochar. 
But  I  pundured  It  above  the  os  pubis,  and 
drew  off  a  confiderable  quantity  of  urine. 

I  have  therefore  been  led  to  conclude  that,  in 
fome  diftended  bladders,  there  is  a  kind  of 
.  receflion  of  them  from  the  perln^eum,  and 
that  when  they  become  diftended  they  afcend 
proportionally  higher  into  the  abdomen. 

In  the  greater  number  of  cafes  In  which  I 
have  pundured  the  bladder  above  the  os  pu¬ 
bis,  it  has  been  on  a  hidden  call  to  the  hof- 
pital,  or  fome  poor  houfe  ;  and  I  have  had 
little  further  concern  with  the  patient  than 

■i 

what  related  to  the  performance  of  the  ope-  . 
ration. 

Sometimes  I  have  been  in  doubt  If  there 
was  much  urine  in  the  bladder,  and  this  cir- 
cumftance  has  deterred  me  from  punduring, 
except  in  that  fituation  in  which  I  could  pof- 
fefs  an  adurance  that  I  felt  the  bladder,  apd 

could 


236  SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

♦ 

could  pimdture  that  vifcus :  and  thefe  doubts 
caufed  me  in  fome  inftances  to  pundlure  the 
bladder  with  a  lancet ;  and  in  fome  cafes  I  have 
not  left  any  canula  in  the  bladder,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  efcape  of  the  urine  preventing 
me  from  readily  finding  the  opening,  which  I 
had  made.  Several  of  the  patients  died,  but 
in  every  inftance  the  operation  relieved  their 
fufferings ;  and  I  have  never  feen  any  effu- 
fion  of  urine  into  the  cellular  fubftance,  or 
any  other  bad  confequence  refult  from  the 
operation ;  nor  do  I  think  that  fuch  events 
are  likely  to  happen,  if  it  be  rightly  per¬ 
formed.  The  death  of  the  patients  was 
fairly  to  be  imputed  to  the  delay  of  the 
operation,  or  to  the  degree  of  difeafe  which 
previoully  exifted  in  the  urinary  organs.  In 
.  feveral  patients  who  recovered,  the  progrefs 
of  their  amendment  was  fimilar  to  that  which 
took  place  in  the  cafe,  which  I  am  about  to 
relate.  I  did  not  however  preferve  any 
detailed  account  of  them,  for  as  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  the  patients  could  fcarcely  be  faid  to 
be  under  my  care.  I  have  requefted  the  laft 
gentleman,  with  whom  I  attended  a  patient 

under 
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under  thefe  circumftances,  to  give  me  a  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  his  cafe,  and  on  the  accuracy 
of  his  narrative  I  can  place  perfefh  reliance. 
This  cafe  I  fliall  relate,  in  order  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  commenting  on  the  mode  of 
pundturing  the  bladder  above  the  os  pubis. 

A  gentleman  between  fixty  and  feventy 
years  of  age  had  a  retention  of  urine  from  an 
enlarged  proftate  gland,  which  obliged  his 
furgeon  to  draw  off  the  urine  night  and 
morning.  This  was  done  during  ten  days, 
when  the  difficulty  of  introducing  the  cathe¬ 
ter,  which  had  gradually  Increafed,  became 
infurmountable.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to 
pundure  the  bladder,  and  the  only  place 
in  which  this  operation  could  in  the  prefent 
inftance  be  performed,  was  above  the  pubes.  . 
I  therefore  made  an  incifion  about  two  inches 
in  length  through  the  integuments,  and  be¬ 
tween  the  mufculi  pyramidales  abdominis, 
fo  that  the  lower  part  of  the  wound  laid  bare 
the  top  of  the  fymphifis  pubis.  On  intro- 
ducing  my  finger  into  this  vacancy  I  felt  the 
diftended  bladder.  The  fenfation  produced 

bv 
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by  prefling  againft  the  diftended  bladder 
is  I  think  fo  peculiar,  and  fo  different  from 
any  thing  elfe  which  could  occur  in  this  fitu- 
ation,  that  if  an  operator  has  once  felt  it,  he 
will  not  hefitate  in  deciding  that  it  is  the 
bladder  againft  which  he  preffes.  The  thick- 
nefs  and  tenfion  of  its  coats,  and  its  fluid 
contents  are  the  chief  circumftances  from 
which  this  peculiar  feel  feems  to  arife.  When 
I  firft  began  to  perform  this  operation,  I  was 
deterred  from  ufing  a  trochar  by  a  fear  of 
being  mifled  by  my  fenfatipns.  I  cau- 
tioufly  pundured  the  bladder  with  a  lancet, 
defigning  to  introduce  a  catheter  through 
the  wound;  but  the  urine  guflied  out  fo 
violently,  and  the  bladder  became  contraded 
fo  fuddenly,  that  I  could  not  difcover  the 
wound  which  I  had  made ;  yet  under  thefe 
circumftances,  the  urine  paffed  from  the  aper¬ 
ture,,  in  the  bladder,  through  the  external 
wound,  and  was  not  effufed  into  the  cellular 
fubftance.  Indeed  neither  obfervation  nor 
reafoning  w^ould  Induce  me  to  fuppofe  that 
fuch  an  occurrence  is  probable,  whilft  there 
is  a  free  external  opening.  The  apprehen- 

fion 
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fion  feems  to  have  arlfen  from  the  exteufive 
dlffufion  of  urine,  In  cafes  where  the  ure¬ 
thra  has  given  way.  But  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
urine  is  actually  injected  into  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance,  and  with  great  force  by  the  bladder, 
in  confequence  of  the  channel  out  of  the  body 
being  clofed  up.  If  the  external  wound  in 
this  operation  were  to  be  clofed,  and  the 
exit  of  urine  prevented  by  this  means,  then  it 
is  probable  that  the  urine  would  be  forced 
to  pervade  the  cellular  fubftance.  It  may  be 
afked,  according  to  the  common  phrafe,  if 

urine  is  likely  to  infmuate  itfelf  into  the  fur¬ 
rounding  cellular  fubftance?  I  fhould  think 
not.  The  operator  fhould  be  cautious  not  to 
make  any  feparation  of  the  bladder  from  the 
back  part  of  the  fymphifis  pubis,  that  there 
fhould  not  be  even  a  cavity,  into  which  the 
urine  might  gravitate.  He  /hould  alfo  leave 
the  external  w'ound  free  and  open.  The  firft 
effea  of  the  operation  will  be  an  inflammation, 
which  will  confolidate  the  furrounding  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance,  and  prevent  the  ready  im- 
pulfion  of  urine  into  it.  The  fliraulating 
qualities  of  the  urine  will  augment  this  in¬ 
flammation, 
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flammation,  and  thereby  increafe  the  efFefl:, 
Indeed  the  ftimulus  of  the  urine  often  oc« 
'  cafions  a  floughing  of  the  furface  of  the 
wound,  which  however  makes  no  alteration 
in  the  general  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  In 
later  operations  I  acquired  more  confidence, 
and  a  belief  that  I  could  diftinguifh  the  blad¬ 
der  from  any  thing  elfe  by  its  feel ;  and  one 
cafe  which  occurred  tended  further  to  em¬ 
bolden  me  in  this  operation.  Being  called 
on  a  fudden  to  relieve  a  patient,  who  had  had 
his  urethra  lacerated,  and  being  urged  to  punc¬ 
ture  the  bladder  by  feveral  gentlemen  who 
were  prefent,  and  who  were  certain  that  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  urine  was  detained : 
though  I  could  not  feel  the  bladder  diftended 
above  the  pubes,  I  confented,  as  the  patient 
w^as  In  imminent  danger,  to  perform  the 
operation,  and  having  pundured  the  bladder 
with  a  trochar,  four  or  five  ounces  only  of 
urine  were  difeharged.  However  a  large 
quantity  of  urine  gradually  flowed  through 
a  canula  which  was  introduced.  The  patient 
died,  and  was  examined,  when  the  caufe  of 

this  occurrence  became  apparent.  A  large 

cyft 
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cyft  made  by  the  protrufion  of  the  Internal 
coat  of  the  bladder,  had  been  formed  between 
the  bladder  and  the  redtum,  which  contained 
fte  greatefi;  quantity  of  the  retained  urine. 
The  orifice,  by  which  this  cyft  communi¬ 
cated  with  the  bladder,  did  not  exceed  In 
dimenfions  the  barrel  of  a  common  quill. 
It  alfo  appeared  that,  though  the  bladder  it- 
felf  could  not  in  this  cafe  be  faid  to  have 
been  diftended,  yet  the  front  of  it  only  was 
wounded  by  the  trochar,  and  tlie  back  part 
was  uninfured. 

To' return  from  this  dlgrefiion  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  in  the  cafe  which  I  was  relating :  after 
I  had,  by  an  incifion  between  the  pyramidaies 
m ufcles,  enabled  myfe»f  to  pafs  my  finger  along 
the  upper  part  of  the  fymphyfis  pubis,  fo  as  to 
prefs  againfl:  the  diftended  bladder,  I  Intro¬ 
duced  a  common  trochar  of  the  middle  fize 
in  a  Ciireftion  obliquely  dovvnwards.  There 
is  an  advantage,  as  Sabatier,  in  his  Medicine 
Operatoiie  obferves,  in  introducing  an  in- 
ftrument  in  this  diredion,  for  it  accords  with 
the  axis  of  the  bladder,  and  is  therefore  jfiot 

R  likely 
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likely  to  Injure  the  oppofite  fide  of  that 
organ.  When  I  found  that  the  inflrunaent 
had  penetrated  the  cavity,  I  withdrew  the 
fillet  within  the  canula,  and  then  pufhed  the 
caniila  obliquely  downwards,  fo  that  about  two 
inches  of  it  were  Introduced  into  the  bladder. 
On  withdrawing  the  ftilet  of  the  trochar,  the 
urine  gufhed  out  with  great  force,  but  I 
prevented  its  efcape,  by  placing  the  thumb  of 
iTiy  left  hand  againft  the  inouth  of  the  canula, 
and  then  introduced  through  it  In  the  fame 
oblique  direclion,  a  middle  fized  hollow  elaflic 
catheter,  till  it  met  with  refi dance  by  touch¬ 
ing  the  bottom  of  the  bladder.  After  the 
urine  w^as  dilcharged,  the  canula  of  the 
trochar  was  withdrawn  over  the  elaftic  cathe¬ 
ter,  which  was  left  in  its  (ituation,  and  the 
end  which  came  out  of  the  wound  w^as  bent 
downwards  towards  the  pubes,  and  attached* 
fo  as  to  be  kept  motiorilers,  to  a  circular 
bandage  put  round  the  body  of  the  patlen^. 
The  wmimd,  which  was  funnel-fhaped,  being 
w^lde  externally,  and  gradually  contradfing  to 
the  bladder,  was  covered  with  linen,  fpread 

aver  with  fpermaceti  falve*  The  urine 

2  flowed 
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flowed  not  only  through  the  catheter,  but  by 
the  lides  of  it.  A  flight  inflammation  oc¬ 
curred  round  the  wound,  fuch  as  would 
doubtlefs  tend  to  confolidate  the  furrounding 
cellular  fubftance.  The  furface  of  the  wound 
in  this  cafe  did  not  even  flough,  at  leaft  in 
any  evident  degree.  Four  days  after  the 
operation  the  patient  got  up,  and  walked 
about  his  chamber,  and  feeling  himfelf  com¬ 
fortable  and  well,  he  did  not  go  to  bed  again 
till  night.  At  the  end  of  a  week  fome  few 
drops  of  urine  came  through  the  urethra, 
and  the  quantity  thus  difcharged  daily  in- 
creafed.  At  this  time  as  the  catheter  feemed 
to  be  clogged  up  with  mucus,  it  was  with¬ 
drawn,  and  another  was  introduced  with 
perfed  facility.  In  about  three  weeks,  as  the 
urine  came  pretty  freely  through  the  urethra, 
the  catheter  was  withdrawn,  and  the  patient 
voided  his  urine  by  the  natural  channel.  In 
fix  weeks  the  external  wound  was  perfedly 
healed,  and  the  patient  was  as  well  as  before 
the  retention  of  urine  took  place. 


0/j 
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On  the  Tic  Douloureux. 

As  the  public  atrention  has  been  of  late 
excited  to  that  painful  affeclion  of  the  nerves, 
called  Tic  douloureux,  1  (hall  in  the  next 
place  relate  a  cafe  of  that  difeafe,  which 
lately  came  under  my  care,  becaufe  it  feems 
to  me,  to  elucidate  thenature  of  the  diibrder, 
to  demonftrate  the  degree  and  kind  of  ad¬ 
vantage  which  is  likely  to  refulc  from  the 
divlfion  of  the  trunk  of  the  nerve,  and  alfo 
to  explain  fome  clrcumftances  in  the  anatomy 
and  phyfiology  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  of 
which  I  have  not  as  yet  met  with  any  fatif- 
factory  explanation. 

CASE. 

A  lady  became  gradually  affeQed  witn  a 
painful  ftate  of  the  Integuments  under  and 
adjoining  to  the  inner  edge  of  the  nail  oi 
the  ring  finger  of  the  left  hand.  No  injury 
to  the  part  was  remembered  which  could 
have  brought  on  this  difeafe.  The  pain  oc¬ 
curred  at  irregular  intervals,  and  was  extremely 
fevere  during  the  time  of  its  continuance^ 

which  was  for  a  day  or  two,  when  it  ufually 

abated. 
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abated.  Accidental  flight  injuries  always 
‘  occafioned  great  pain,  and  frequently  brought 
on  thofe  paroxyfms,  which  however  occa- 
fionally  occurred  fpontaneoufly,  or  without 
any  evident  exciting  caufe.  In  all  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars  the  difeafe  corredlly  refeinbled  the 
tic  douloureux  of  the  nerves  of  the  face.  As 
the  pain  increafed  the  diforder  feem'ed  to 
extend  up  the  nerves  of  the  arm.  After 
the  patient  had  endured  this  painful  affec¬ 
tion  for  feven  years,  fhe  fubmitted  to  have 
the  fkin,  which  was  the  original  feat  of  the 
diforder,  burned  with  cauftic.  This  applica¬ 
tion  gave  her  Intenfe  pain,  and  on  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  the  wound  fhe  found  her  fufferings 
rather  augmented  than  diminifhed  by  this 
experiment.  After  four  more  years  of  fuf- 
fering  llae  confulted  me,  when  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  cafe  were  fuch  as  to  render 
an  operation  indifpenfably  neceflary.  The 
pain  of  the  part  w^as  intolerable,  and  it 
extended  all  up  the  nerves  of  the  arm;  and 
this  general  pain  was  fo  conftant  during  the 
night,  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  reft.  The 

mufcles  of  the  back  of  the  neck  were  occa- 

R  3  fionally 
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fionally  affefted  with  fpafms.  The  integu*^ 
merits  of  the  affefted  arm  were  much  hotter 
than  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fide,  and  fometimes 
the  temperature  was  fo  increafed  as  to  caufe 
a  burning  fenfation  in  them.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  I  did  not  hefitate  to  divide 
the  nerve  of  the  finger,  from  which  all  this 
diforder  feemed  to  originate,  I  laid  it  bare 
by  a  longitudinal  incifion  of  about  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  from  the  fecond 
joint  of  the  finger,  and  divided  it  oppofite 
to  that  joint,  by  a  curved  fharp  pointed  biC- 
toury  which  was  conveyed  under  it.  I  then 
took  hold  of  the  nerve  with  a  pair  of  forceps, 
and  reflefting  it  downwards,  I  removed  a 
portion  of  it  half  an  inch  in  length,  that 
the  poffibility  of  a  quick  reunion  might  be 
prevented.  The  wound  was  brought  toge¬ 
ther  by  flicking  plafter,  and  it  united  by 
adhefion:  but  the  upper  part  of  the  wound, 
oppofite  to  the  upper  end  of  the  nerve, 
became  flightly  Inflamed,  and  was  very  pain¬ 
ful  ;  however  the  appearance  of  inflammation 
gradually  went  off  in  the  courfe  of  three 
weeks,  After  th^  operation  I  pinched  the 

originally 
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originally  affefted  integuments  fliarply  with 
my  nails,  without  caufing  any  fenfation  ;  but 
if  in  fo  doing  I  moved  the  finger,  then  pain 
was  felt.  I  found  it  difficult  to  convince  the 
patient  that  the  fkin  at  that  part  was  adlually 
devoid  of  fenfation,  for  ffie  ftill  continued  to 
feel  fimilar  fenfations  to  thofe  which  formerly 
occurred,  though  in  a  much  diminillied  de¬ 
gree:  but  ffie  became  gradually  as  perfectly 
convinced  as  any  medical  man  could  be,  that 
thefe  fenfations  arofe  from  the  irritated  ftate  . 
of  the  end  of  the  nerve,  above  the  place 
where  it  was  divided.  The  painful  affedion 
of  the  nerves  of  the  arm  ftill  continued,  though 
confiderably  leftened  in  violence;  however 
it  was  fufficiently  fevere  to  make  the  patient 
apprehend  that  little  permanent  benefit  would 
arife  from  the  operation.  This  pain  con¬ 
tinued  occafionally  about  four  months,  with 
varying  degrees  of  feverity,  hut  the  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  {kin  was  not  hotter  than  that  of  the 
oppofite  fide,  as  it  had  been  before  the  opera¬ 
tion.  At  the  expiration  of  three  months,  the 
patient  afcertained  that  the  integuments  at 
the  end  of  the  finger  adually  felt  when  any 

thing  was  applied  to  them,  and  this  proved 

R  4  a  new 
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a  new  fource  of  alarm.  More  than  nint 
months  have  now  elapfed  fince  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  operation,  and  the  general  pains 
in  the  nerves  have  become  very  trivial;  but  the 
fenfation  of  the  integuments  at  the  end  of  the 
finger,  has  during  that  time  gradually  increaf- 
ed,  and  the  (kin  has  now  its  natural  fenfibility, 
fo  as  accurately  to  diftinguifh  the  tangible  pro¬ 
perties  of  any  body  applied  to  it.  If  alfo  the- 
originally  affedled  part  be  comprefled  llightly, 
painful  fenfations  refembling  thofe  which 
formerly  occurred,  take  place. 

The  obfervatlons  of  Dr.  Darwin  relative 
to  ocular  Spedra,  and  the  experiments  of 
Mr.  Home  on  the  contradion  of  divided 
nerves  (contained  in  the  Croonian  Ledure, 
inferted  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlons  for 
the  year  1801)  have  given  a  kind  of  de- 
monftratlon  that  there  is  a  fubtile  and  mobile 
matter  fuperadded  to  the  vifible  fabric  of 
nerves,  and  fandion  the  ufe  of  the  yet  novel 
term.s  of  the  irritability  and  irritable  adions 
of  nerves,  and  I  lhall  therefore  employ  them 
the  few  fubfequent  remarks  which  I  have  to 
ofl'er. 


The 
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The  cafe  above  related,  appeared  to  me  to 
merit  publication,  becaufe  I  believe  It  Is  a  rare 
occurrence  for  the  tic  douloureux  to  happen 
any  where  but  In  the  face.  In  the  inftances 
related  by  Mr.  Home  in  his  Croonian  lediire, 
the  difeafe  was  the  effecf  of  an  injury  done  to 
the  thumb,  and  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  it  v%muld  not  have  taken  place  without 
a  predifpofitlon  to  it  in  the  conflitution  of  the 
patients.  It  is  alfo  not  unfair  to  conclude 
that  the  difeafe  thus  occafioned,  was  of  a 
more  general  nature,  and  lefs  confined  to  the 
extreme  branches  of  the  nerves,  and  therefore 
lefs  fufceptible  of  cure  by  an  operation.  The 
cafe,  which  I  have  related  fl^ews,  as  indeed 
might  have  been  concluded  a  priori,  that 
though  the  fource  of  the  Irritable  ftate  of  the 
nerves  in  the  tic  douloureux,  may  be  cut  off 
by  an  operation,  yet  that  the  general  irritable 
adions  of  thofe  organs,  which  had  been  ex¬ 
cited,  and  had  continued  for  a  long  time, 
would  not  immediately  ceafe,  though  they 
might,  as  happened  m  this  inftance,  gradually 
fubfide. 


The 
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The  fpeecly  return  of  fenfation,  which  is 
both  accurate  and  acute  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
muil  furely  be  deemed  a  curious  circuinftance. 
It  cannot  be  attributed  to  a  reunion  of  the 
divided  nerve,  fince  fo  large  a  portion  of  it 
was  removed  ;  for  I  believe  in  fimple  divifions 
of  the  nerves  by  accident,  fenfation  is  flow 
in  returning.  It  muft  I  think  be  admitted 
that  fenfation  in  the  prefent  inftance  takes 
place  through  the  medium  of  the  communi¬ 
cating  branches  of  thofe  organs,  and  probably 
its  fpeedy  renovation  was  the  effedt  of  their 
unufually  adlive  or  irritable  ftate. 

Nerves  flrikingly  refemble  arteries  in  their 
modes  of  communication,  fometimes  they 
conjoin  even  by  confidetable  branches,  fuch 
as  muft  be  manifeft,  in  common  diftedions} 
but  they  comm.unicate  in  ftirprizing  numbers 
by  their  minute  ramifications.  This  circum- 
ftance  is  not  perhaps  fo  familiarly  known  to 
profeffional  men,  fince  it  cannot  be  perceived 
unlefs  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  minute  diifec- 
tion,  and  to  underftand  how  numerous  thele 

eomrauiiications  are,  the  reprefentations  giveit 

by 
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by  the  German  authors,  of  their  delicate  and 
laborious  dllTeftions,  may  be  advantageoufly 
confulted 

The  communications  of  nerves  feem  alfo 
not  to  have  excited  much  attention  amongft 
phyfiologlfts ;  at  lead  I  have  not  met  with 
any  probable  conjedlure  concerning  their  ufe. 
I  -fhall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  mention¬ 
ing  as  briefly  as  poilible,  what  has  occurred 
to  me  on  that  fubjedt. 

The  opinions  of  Mr.  Hunter  refpeding  a 
fubtile  matter  inhering  in  the  brain  and 
nerves,  and  duTufed  throughout  the  body,  are 
I  believe  generally  admitted,  though  varioufly 
cxprefled.  Now  if  the  brain  and  nerves  be 
fuppofed  In  thofe  animals  who  polTefs  them, 
to  be  the  chief  if  not  the  foie  organs  for  the 
preparation  of  this  fubtile  matter,  then  it  ap¬ 
pears  as  neceifary  that  the  nerves  fliould 
communicate,  as  that  the  arteries  fhould  do 

*  See  Meckel’s  Reprefentatlon  of  the  Nerves  of  the  Face, 
or  Frotfclier’s  of  the  Cervical  Nerves,  in  Ludwig’s  Opera 
Minora,  or  Walther’s  Plates. 

fo. 
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fo.  For  If  the  continuity  of  The  trunk  of 
either  of  thefe  organs  were  deftroyed,  the 
parts  which  its  branches  fupply,  would  perifh 
were  It  not  for  their  communication  with  the 
minute  branches  of  other  adjacent  trunks. 
It  Is  probable  that  one  of  the  advantages  de¬ 
rived  from  Important  organs  being  fiipplied 
from  plexufes  of  nerves  is,  as  has  been  fug- 
gefted  by  Soemmerring,  that  inch-  elTential 
organs  diould  never  want  that  animation  and 
influence,  which  they  derive  from  the  nerves, 
even  fhould  cafual  obftrudfion  take  place  in 
fome  of  the  trunks  leading  tp  fuch  a  plexus. 
But  parts  lefs  effenflal  to  life,  equally  require 
that  fuch  Interruption  of  the  nervous  energy 
ftiould  be  guarded  againft.  Have  we  not  a 
plexus  formed  In  the  axilla,  prior  to  the  diftri- 
butlon  of  nerves,  to  the  upper  extremities? 
do  not  the  facral  nerves  form  a  plexus,  in 
order  to  form  the  ifchiadic  or  pofterior  crural 
nerve?  and  may  not  the  fame  circumftance 
be  affirmed  with  refped:  to  the  anterior  cru¬ 
ral,  and  obturator  nerves,  fince  they  arife 
from  the  complicated  union  of  the  lumbar 
nerves,  with  a  branch  of  the  firft  facral  nerve? 

Thefe 
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Thefe  communications  of  the  .  nerves  may 
not  only  ferve  the  purpofe  which  has  been 
fiiggefted,  but,  as  appears  from  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  adlions  which  take  place  in  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  nerves  may,  by  them,  be 
propagated  to  the  fenforium,  and  thus  pro¬ 
duce  fenfation.  Whether,  in  the '  prefent  in- 
ftance,  the  original  painful  aclions  of  the 
extremities  of  the  nerves  may  again  recur,  and 
be  continued  throughout  the  communicating 
branches  to  the  fenforium,  the  future  progrefs 
of  the  cafe  will  determine. 


0/2  the  Removal  of  loofe  Suhfances  f7''Qm  tht 

Knee  Joint, 

I  flrall  next  relate  a  cafe  in  which  fome  of 
thofe  loofe  fdbftances  that  are  frequently 
found  in  the  knee-joint  were  lemovecl  by  an 
operation  ;  becaufe  1  think  the  cafe  contains 
many  interefting  particulars,'  and  becaufe  it 
will  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  offering  a 
few  obfervations  on  the  neceflicy  and  mode 
of  performing  fuch  an  operation.  Mr.  Cruik- 

ffumk 
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lliank  has  given  an  account  of  Mr.  Hiinter^g 
practice  in  thele  cafes,  but  without  a  detail  of 
particulars,  and  there  is  not,  I  believe,  any 
detailed  account  of  fuch  an  operation  before 
the  public,  except  that  which  is  related  by 
Mr.  Ford,  in  the  fixth  volume  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 
^Ir.  Hey  has  of  late  recommended  a  ban¬ 
dage  to  keep  thefe  bodies  ftationary,  and  has 
related  feveral  Inftances  of  its  efficacy,  and  of 
courfe  of  its  preventing  the  neceffity  of  un¬ 
dertaking  a  ferious  and  uncertain  operation. 
When  loofe  fubflances  exift  in  the  knee-joint, 
and  are  lodged  on  either  fide  of  the  patella, 
they  produce  but  little  inconvenience  ;  but 
when  they  flip  under  the  ligament  of  the 
patella,  and  become  interpofed  between  the 
condyles  of  the  os  temoris  and  the  tibia,  they 
impede  progreffion,  and  caufe  pain,  and  fo 
much  injury  as  to  bring  on  inflammation  in 
the  joint.  If  the  extenfor  tendons,  the  pa¬ 
tella  and  its  ligament,  can,  by  Mr.  Hey’s 
bandage,  be  kept  fleadily  prefled  againft  the 
correfponding  parts  of  the  joint,  then  thefe 

bodies 
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V 

bodies  muft  reniala  llationary  on  one  or 
other  fide  of  the  patella,  and  the  patient  will 
be  exempted  frorn  the  inconvenience  and  in¬ 
jury  which  their  motion  in  the  joint  occa- 
fions.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  necef- 
hty  for  an  operation  is  obviated  ;  but  in  the 
cafe  which  I  am  about  to  relate  the  bandage 
was  of  no  avail,  for  reafons  which  will  appear 
in  the  relation.  It  is  not  improbable  alfo 
that  though  thefe  bodies  may  occafion  much 
irritation  at  fird,  yet  that  the  joint  becoming 
accuflomed  to  their  ftimulus  may  afterwards 
be  lefs  affeded  by  their  prefence,  which  cir- 
cum  dance  ought  to  be  adverted  to  and  afcer- 
talncd  before  an  operation  be  undertaken, 

CASE. 

A  man,  about  forty  years  of  age,  having 
fallen  from  a  ladder,  and  injured  his  knee, 
fufiered  afterwards  a  good  deal  from  inflam¬ 
mation  In  the  joint.  The  joint  became  much 
better,  but  never  perfedly  recovered ;  and 
after  a  year  had  elapfed  he  flipped  in  walk¬ 
ing,  and  again  injured  his  knee.  From  this 
time  lie  became  fenfible  of  the  prefence  of 


two 


256  SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

% 

two  moveable  bodies  in  the  joint,  which  in¬ 
commoded  him  confiderably.  They  fre¬ 
quently,  in  walking,  got  between  the  con¬ 
dyles  of  the  os  femorls,  and  the  crucial  liga¬ 
ments,  giving  him  great  pain  at  the  time, 
and  produced  heat  and  inflammation  of  the 
knee  afterwards.  He  bore  this  inconveni¬ 
ence  for  feveral  years,  till  at  length,  coming 

X 

to  London,  he  rcfolved  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation  for  their  removal  if  It  were  recom¬ 
mended.'  V/hen  I  faw  him  there  was  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  fynovia  in  the  joint,  the 
knee  was  hotter  than  that  of  the  oppofite 
limb,  and  in  this  ftate  he  faid  it  ufually  was. 
There  v/as  no  difficulty  in  bringing  the  two 
loofe  fubftances  to  the  inner  fide  of  the  joint; 
it  required  only  to  put  that  part  in  a  depend- 
ing  polition,  and  thofe  bodies  defeended  by 
their  gravity  through  the  fluid,  and  were 
eafily  fixed  in  the  fituation  to  which  they  had 
fallen.  I  could  bring  them  on  the  Inner  fur- 
face  of  the  internal  condyle  of  the  os  femo- 
ris,  which  is  of  confiderable  extent,  an  d  by 
placing  the  points  of  my  lingers  fo  as  to  de* 
feribe  a  portion  of  a  circle,  I  could  prevent 
them  from  paffmg  again  into  the  cavity  of 

4  the 
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the  joint,  although  the  Hmb  might  be  moved, 
and  the  patient  prefs  firmly  againfl;  them  with 
his  finger,  as  if  he  meant  to  pufh  them  Into 
the  joint.  Yet  when  my  fingers,  which  thus 
confined  them  were  removed,  the  flighteft 
touch  caufed  them  to  difappear,  and  to  glide 
with  velocity  into  the  general  cavity  of  the 
joint. 

This  is  the  fituatlon,  and  the  manner  in 
which  I  think  thefe  bodies  can  be  moft  con¬ 
veniently  and  certainly  fixed.  The  inner 
furface  of  the  Internal  condyle  of  the  os  fe- 
moris  prefents  an  extenfive  and  nearly  plain 
furface,  wdiich  terminates  in  front  and  at  its 
upper  part  by  an  edge  which  forms  a  portion 
of  a  circle.  If  the  points  of  the  finger  be  firmly 
preffed  upon  this  edge  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of 
line  of  circumvallation  round  thefe  bodies,  they 
cannot  pafs  into  the  joint  in  this  diredlion,  nor 
can  they  recede  in  any  other,  on  account  of 
the  tenfe  date  of  the  internal  lateral  ligament. 
Here  thefe  fubftances  are  near  the  furface,  and 
may  be  diftindxly  felt;  and  there  is  nothing  to 
be  divided  in  order  to  expofe  them,  but  the  in¬ 
teguments,  fafeia,  and  the  capfule  of  the  joint. 

S  Mr. 
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Mr.  Cnrikfihank  fays,  that  Mr.  Hunter  pre- 
ferreJ  removing  tbefe  loofe  bodies  at  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  joint,  as  there,  the  bag  which 
contains  the  iynovia  has  lefs  of  the  nature  of  a 
capfulc.  Mr.  Ford,  in  a  cafe  which  required 
the  operation  (and  which  is  related  in  the  Me¬ 
dical  Obfervatioris  and  inquiries^,  extracted 
the  fubftance  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  patella; 
and  if  the  fubftance  is  large,  it  may  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  extraded  in  this  htuation.  In  the  cafe, 
wlilch  I  am  going  to  relate,  it  would  have  been 
impoifible  to  fix  the  loofe  fubftances  in  any 
other  iituation  than  that,  which  I  have  de- 
icribed,  and  in  my  opinion  that  fituation 
muft  in  every  cafe  be  preferable  to  any 
other,  for  the  reafons  which  I  have  men¬ 
tioned. 

I  did  not  hefitate  to  undertake  the  removal 
of  the  bodies  in  the  prefent  cafe,  as  they 
could  be  fo  fecurely  fixed.  For  the  patient 
had  tried  bandages  without  any  advantage, 
which  perhaps  was  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
Fluid  in  tlie  joint  preventing  them  from  ad- 
ing  in  the  manner  mentioned  above.  His 

iiifl'erings  were  very  confiderable,  and  the 

necelfary 
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neceflliry  reftridtlon  in  exercife  extremely  In¬ 
convenient.  I  thought  it  right  to  reduce  the 
inflammation  of  the  joint  as  much  as  poflible, 
prior  to  the  operation,  and  with  this  view 
diredled  the  application  of  leeches,  and  of 
linen  kept  conftantly  damp  with  Goulard’s 
wafh  :  fome  aperient  medicine  was  alfo  given. 
By  thefe  means,  in  the  courfe  of  three  days, 
all  the  fluid  was  removed  from  the  joint,  and 
it  was  as  cool,  and  free  from  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation  as  the  other  knee ;  but  when  I 
endeavoured  to  get  thefe  bodies  into  the  fitu- 
ations  in  which  I  had  formerly  fixed  them, 
I  found  all  my  efforts  were  in  vain.  There 

0 

was  no  fluid  for  them  to  defcend  through, 
and  though  one  of  them  could  be  got  into 
the  fituation  which  we  wifhed,  we  could  not, 
after  trying  nearly  an  hour  and  an  half,  fuc-.^ 
ceed  in  getting  both  of  them  upon  the  con¬ 
dyle  of  the  os  femorls.  I  was  therefore 
obliged  to  let  the  patient  walk  about  a  little, 
that  fome  more  fluid  might  be  effufed  into 
the  joint,  and  then  I  could  bring  them  both 
into  the  fame  fituation,  and  fix  them  as  readily 
as  before. 

S  2 


The 


26o  surgical  observations. 

The  cperation  was  done  in  the  following 
manner.  Sir  Charles  Blicke,  who  affifted  me, 
prefled  the  integuments  of  the  knee,  gently 
towards  the  Internal  condyle,  and  then  ap¬ 
plied  his  fingers  in  the  manner  I  have  de- 
fcribed,  round  the  circular  edge  of  the  bone. 
I  alfo  drew  the  integuments  gently  towards 
the  inner  ham-ftring,  and  divided  them  lon¬ 
gitudinally,  Immediately  over  the  loofe  fub- 
fiance,  to  the  extent  of  an  Inch  and  an  half. 
This  withdrawing  of  the  integuments  from 
their  natural  fituation  was  defigned  to  prevent 
a  dired:  correfpondence  in  the  fituation  of  the 
external  wound,  and  that  of  the  capfule  of  the 
joint;  for  when  the  integuments  were  fuffered 
to  regain  their  natural  pofition,  the  wound  in 
them  was  nearer  to  the  patella,  than  the 
wound  which  was  'made  in  the  capfule.  The 
fafeia  which  covers  the  joint  being  expofed 
by  the  divifion  of  the  integuments,  it  was 
divided  in  a  fimilar  diredion,  and  nearly  to 
the  fame  extent.  The  capfule  was  now  laid 
bare,  and  I  gently  divided  it  to  the  extent  of 
half  an  inch,  where  it  covered  one  of  the  hard 
fubflancesj  which  fuddenly  flipped  through 
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the  opening,  and  by  prefiing  gently  upon  the 
other,  it  alfo  came  through  at  the  fame  part. 
The  bodies  which  were  thus  removed,  were 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  and 
half  an  inch  in  breadth.  They  had  a  highly 
polifhed  furface,  and  were  hard  like  cartilage. 
The  fluid  contained  in  the  joint  was  preffed 
toward  the  wound,  and  about  two  ounces  of 
fynovia  were  difcharged.  I  then  drew  the 
wound  of  the  integuments  gently  towards  the 
patella,  prelfed  the  two  fides  together,  and 
clofed  it  accurately  v/ith  flicking  plafter,  en¬ 
joining  the  patient  to  keep  the  limb  as  free 
from  motion  as  pofTible. 

No  inflammation  took  place  in  the  knee, 
either  on  that  day,  or  the  following;  but  on 
the  fecond  night  after  the  operation  the  pa¬ 
tient  fuffered  a  good  deal  of  pain,  and  in  the 
morning  the  joint  felt  hot,  and  was  diftended 
Vvdth  fluid  as  it  had  been  before  the  operation. 
I  now  removed  the  dreffings,  and  found  the 
wound  was  clofed;  but  I  felt  very  apprehen- 
five  left  the  inflammation  of  the  joint  con¬ 
tinuing,  the  colledtion  of  fluid  fhould  alfo 

increafe, 
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increafe,  and  by  dlftending  the  capfule,  caufe 
the  wound  to  open.  Having  already  feen  in 
this  cafe  the  beneficial  effeds  of  evaporating 
walhes,  which  by  diminifliing  the  heat  of  a 
part  check  its  tendency  to  inflammation,  I 
was  defirous  of  re-applying  them.  In  order 
to  prevent  thefe  applications  from  loofening 
the  fticking-plafter,  and  canfing  the  expofure 
of  the  wound,  I  made  ufe  of  an  expedient, 
which  I  have  frequently  employed,  and 
v/hich  from  its  utiTty  I  think  deferves  to  be 
mentioned.  After  having  fupported  the  fides 
of  the  wound  in  their  fituation  by  adhefive 
plafters  as  at  firft,  I  put  over  them  a  piece 
of  linen  which  extended  beyond  them  in 
every  diredion.  This  linen  was  made  to 
adhere  to  the  furrcunding  fkin,  by  fmearing 
over  the  edge  with  a  folution  of  fealing-wax 
in  alcohol,  and  afterwards  varniihing  the 
linen  over  with  the  lame  lolution.  The  al¬ 
cohol  having  evaporated,  and  the  fealing-w^ax 
remaining,  no  liquid  could  penetrate  and  de¬ 
tach  the  fticking-plafter.  This  is  the  fame 
varnilh  with  which  fome  parts  of  eledrical 

machines  are  coated,  and  its  power  of  re- 

%  maining 
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maining  unaffeded  by  molfture  and  mode¬ 
rate  warmth  is  well  known. 

Folded  linen  kept  dampt  with  laudanimi 
and  water  was  now  applied,  in  the  proportion 
of  an  ounce  of  the  former  to  a  quart  of  the 
latter.  This  wafh  I  prefer,  for  the  piirpofe 
above  mentioned,  to  Goulard’s  wafli  ;  for  the 
precipitated  powder  contained  in  the  latter  is 
apt  to  fill  the  intcrftices  of  the  linen,  and  pre¬ 
vent  its  imbibing  the  wadi,  fo  that  the  reqiufite 
evaporation  does  not  go  on.  Thefe  applica¬ 
tions  quickly  diminiPned  the  heat  of  the  knee, 
and  the  quantity  of  fluid  contained  in  the  joint 
fpeedily  decreafed.  The  wound  was  daily 
*d relied,  and  in  a  week  was  firmly  healed;  and 
in  a  fortnight  the  patient  might  be  faid  to  be 
well.  He  has  fince  the  operation  walked  as 
much  as  he  was  accuiiomed  to  do,  and  has 
nor  found  the  leafl  inconvenience. 
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